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Access to Work 


Employers and disabled workers are being hit by changes to the Government’s 


Access to Work scheme. 


DN has evidence that short- 
term cost cutting by local Plac- 
ing, Assessment and 
Counselling (PAC) units to meet 
stringent new changes means 
that people already receiving 
help cannot get new help. 

This is the case whether they 
get promoted, their condition 
gets worse or changes are made 
to their job. 

Education and Employment 
Secretary Gillian Shephard has 
decided that the scheme, which 
helps disabled people in work, 
must focus on “existing commit- 
ments” and helping people who 
have been unemployed for more 


than four weeks (DN February). 

This applies until April, when a 
review is published. But as there 
will be no in the 
scheme’s £13.4 million budget, 
this has led to fears that the 
changes may become permanent. 

A spokesperson for the 
Employer’s Forum on Disability 
said: “We are concerned that 
the cutbacks may represent the 
beginning of the end for Access 
to Work. 

“We want a positive and prac- 
tical response to the concerns of 
employers and disabled people.” 

Margaret Hill, of Swansea, 
who is visually impaired has lost 


increase 
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out on the chance to improve 
her skills because Access to 
Work will not pay £2,000 to 
upgrade her computer. 

“They said the only way you 
can have an upgrade is to resign 
your job for four weeks and 
then get your job back.” Her 
company is willing to help. 

In Lewisham, south London, 
council employee Fazilet Hadi 
was stunned to receive a letter 
from Eltham PAC which said: 
“We cannot help you with any 
new requests for support unless 
you have been unemployed for 
four weeks before you apply for 

Continued on page 2 


Council ‘will 
have power’ 


The National Disability Council 
(NDC) set up to advise the Gov- 
ernment on the Disability Dis- 
crimination Act will have 


powers to look at discrimination 
cases that seem part of a trend. 


Grayson: first public interview 


New chairman David Grayson, 
speaking exclusively to DN in his 
first public interview, said the 
NDC would, on occasions, be 
able to approach businesses or 
industries accused of discrimina- 
tion, or their representatives, and 
urge them to mend their ways. 

Continued on page 2 


Looking good: Shannon Murray, a winner of the pioneering Sunrise 
Medical/DN 1994 “Model in a Millon” competition, has moved 
into the mainstream. Shannon, here in the States, is to be the face of 


London design firm Chelsea Connections. We knew she’d make it! 
LOUISE DYSON AGENCY 


Railcard fears 


Fears are emerging about the 
commitment of the newly priva- 
tised rail industry to the needs of 
disabled travellers, particularly 
the future of the Disabled Per- 
son’s Railcard and enquiry line. 

Peter Barker, of the RNIB and 
Guide Dogs for the Blind Asso- 
ciation Joint Mobility Unit, is 
concerned that the national 
telephone enquiry line might 
be changed to a premium rate 
line. “When I put it to the peo- 
ple involved, they do not deny 
it,” he said. 

The Rail Regulator’s office 
said that would not be accept- 
able. But Rail Regulator John 
Swift, QC, has admitted to 
Labour Transport Spokesper- 
son Brian Wilson that calls to 
the line take too long to answer. 

British Rail and the Associa- 
tion of Train Operating Com- 
panies are working to expand 
the service. 

There are also concerns about 
the future of the railcard. 
Although pressure from MPs, 


the RNIB and other groups 
forced the Government to guar- 
antee its continuance in the pri- 
“What the act 
does not say is how much the 


vatisation act, 


[railcard] concession should be,” 
said Mr Barker. 

Bert Massie, director of the 
RADAR and a member of the 
Disabled Person’s 
Advisory Group, said: “There is 
no reason why privatisation 
should lead to a rise in the price 
of the railcard or the discount 
that people get from it. Railways 


Transport 


want people to travel.” 
John Yunnie, BR liaison man- 
ager, said the railcard will not 


change for the foreseeable 
future. “Any change would 


require a majority vote by all 
the private companies and that 
would have to be approved by 
the Rail Franchising Director 
and the Rail Regulator.” 

* A change of heart by Central 
Trains means wheelchair user Bar- 
bara Summerfield can use Long 
Eaton station (DN February). 
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Lynette Coleman: publicity has forced Sainsbury’s to apologise 


KENT MESSENGER GROUP 


DN story leads to apology 


Last month’s story about 
Lynette Coleman caused a bit 
of a stir in her local community. 

Ms Coleman, who has a pinned 
spine, was forced to empty her 
Christmas shopping into a heay- 
ier trolley because staff at Sains- 
bury’s in Canterbury did not 


think she was disabled. 

Now, thanks to our publicity 
and her local paper The Kentish 
Gazette (who photographed her 
above), the supermarket giant 
has apologised, though adding 
that disabled people should tell 
staff when they have problems. 


Motability report due by April 


The National Audit Office 
(NAO) report on the charity 
Motability should be published 
by 3 April at the latest. 

The Commons’ Public 
Accounts Committee must then 
decide if public interest warrants a 
hearing where witnesses are 
called. The draft report is being 
checked with “interested parties”, 
including Motability and the 
Department of Social Security. 
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Return the coupon below to Newton Products 

Garretts Green Lane Birmingham B33 OSQ for further details: 


OR CALL THE SALES HOTLINE: 0121-785 0355/6 


It does not cover Motability 

Finance Ltd (MFL), the com- 
pany whose hiring and leasing 
partnerships are alleged to have 
made excessive profits. An NAO 
spokesperson said: “Anything we 
asked of MEL, they gave us.” 
@ Motability vice-chairman Gerry 
Acher has conceded on Radio 4’s 
Face the Facts that more informa- 
tion should have been given to dis- 
abled drivers earlier. 


Our premier powered wheelchair! \, 
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ADA boss attacks act 


DN exclusive 


The head of one of the agencies 
that enforces the Americans 
With Disabilities Act (ADA) 
has criticised the Disability Dis- 
(DDA) for 


crimination Act 
being “toothless”. 

Paul Steven Miller, commis- 
sioner of the US Equal Employ- 
ment Opportunity Commission, 
was in the UK in February to 
speak at a conference on the 
DDA organised by the Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation. 

Asked by DN after his speech 
for his personal opinion of the 
act, he said: “I don’t think it has 
teeth.” He refused to elaborate, 
saying he did not want to com- 


ment on the act’s “structure”. 


Access to Work squeezed 
Continued from page 1 


help.” It can only repair existing 
equipment that is on loan. 

Also at Lewisham council, 
administration assistant Gillian 
Donnelly had a chair provided 
by her local PAC team. 

Now she needs a computer. 
The authority was willing to 
pay, but PAC would not even 
carry out the assessment. 

In Swansea, Andrea Gordon, 
who is visually impaired, is set 
to leave her job at the DVLA to 
become a trainer at the Shaw 
Trust. 

The trust provides support for 
disabled people looking for 
work. 


In his speech, Mr Miller com- 
pared the US experience with 
what might happen in the UK. 

“The ADA has not produced 
the avalanche of lawsuits and 
bankruptcies that its detractors 
predicted. Instead we have pro- 
duced minor but significant 
changes in the way that busi- 
nesses do their work. 

“Voluntary compliance is 
unlikely without credible and 
adequately funded Govern- 
ment enforcement agencies 
which are capable of investigat- 
ing and prosecuting discrimi- 
nation claims under the law.” 

Minister for Disabled People 
Alistair Burt, speaking on the 
same platform, defended the 
act, and the new National Dis- 
ability Council. “The council is 


Her move will mean a £3,000 
wage rise. 

Access to Work had provided 
her with computer equipment 
and taxi fares to work, but 
her new employer will now 
have to pay for equipment 
worth £2,500 and subsidise her 
taxi fares. 

A Department for Education 
and Employment spokesperson 
said: “Each case will be judged 
on its merits based largely on 
the original agreement.” 

He confirmed that an agree- 
ment should state that it cov- 
ered changes in circumstances. 
* The RNIBhas launched a 
campaign pack and hotline for 
anyone affected by Access to 
Work cuts. Tel: 0171-383 5600. 


HOW TO CHOOSE A 
POWERCHAIR OR SCOOTER 


New, free booklet explains and guides, 
ensuring that you make the right decision 


Considering buying a 
mobility vehicle in the next 
few months? Then you 
should know about a new, 
free advisory booklet 
which will undoubtedly 
help you to make the right 
decision. 


The easy to read booklet 
contains all the answers 
you need to make sense of 
what can be a complicated 
affair. It tells you about all 
the different models 
available, how they work, 
what happens when they 
go wrong and the best way 
to go about buying a 
scooter or powerchair. 


“The In’s and Out’s of 
buying a mobility vehicle” 
also arms you with a series 


of questions that you will 
want to ask before you 
make your mind up, giving 
you all the information 
before you make the 
important choice. 


Get all the facts. Produced 
by the Mobility Matters 
Network of mobility 
specialists “The In’s and 
Out's of buying a mobility 
vehicle” is available now, 
free of charge. All you have 
to do is simply call our 24 
Hour Booklet Request 
Line on 0990 134 130 or 
write to Mobility Matters, 
Dept DN 3/96, Freepost 
NH0170, Kettering, NN14 
6YA. A booklet will be 
sent to you within 14 days 
from one of the Mobility 
Matters local Distributors. 


not a_ toothless poodle...We 
must try to move on from the 
idea that the only way to achieve 
anything is through conflict.” 

RADAR director Bert Massie, 
who is an NDC member (see 
page 4), said employers should 
assume more legislation will 
follow the DDA. 


Council ‘will have power’ 


Continued from page 1 


Mr Grayson conceded: “We — 
cannot take up individual cases. 
We can’t prosecute where we 
think there is a clear breach of 
the legislation. Nor are we able 
to issue enforcement notices. 

“But there is a very different 
role. If we get a number of indi- 
vidual cases in a particular field, 
let us say for instance, people 
with learning difficulties who are 
having problems in getting insur- 
ance, that is exactly the kind of 
issue that we will take up.” 

Peter Mansell, chief executive 
of the Spinal Injuries Associa- 
tion, predicted it could be hard to 
keep consensus on the council. 

And a sceptical Richard Wood 
of the British Council of Dis- 
abled People accused Mr 
Grayson of “making it up as he 
goes along”. How would evi- 
dence be collected, for instance? 
Bridge builder, page 4 
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Stop press 


Cold discomfort 
Elderly people are rushing to 
get home insulation grants 
before means tests are intro- 
duced at the end of March. 

The agency which runs the 
Home Energy Efficiency Scheme 
has had 60,000 enquiries a month 
from people over 60. Total grants 
are due to be cut from £100 mil- 
lion to £69 million in April, but 
anyone applying before then will 
qualify for the full grant. 

Three million pensioners 
could lose out under the test. 
Many may only be eligible for 
25 per cent of the current £305 
grant, or £76. Those on benefits 
will still get the full amount. 
* Cold weather payments for 
disabled, poor and elderly peo- 
ple are running at record levels 
this winter. Payments, which 
start when it is below freezing 
for seven days in a row or more, 
were over £47 million as DN 
went to press. This is more than 
double the previous top pay- 
out, of £23 million, in 1991-92. 


Soccer rotters 

A disabled soccer fan from Col- 
eraine, Northern Ireland, has 
condemned football officials in 
the Province who refused him 
entry to his local ground after 
he had paid his admission fee. 
Ronnie Kane did finally make it 
into the ground, at Larne, but 
missed the first 20 minutes of 
the match. The- club-— has 
promised to sort out the matter 
for future occasions. 


Miners win test case 
Former miners who developed 
the disabling condition vibration 
white finger will be able to get 
compensation from British Coal 
(BC) following a Newcastle High 
Court ruling in January. A test 
case found that BC could have 
taken preventative measures. 


Scots hospice 

The first children’s hospice in 
Scotland will open on 12 March. 
Rachel House in Kinross will 
have facilities for eight families. 
£10 million was raised by The 
Daily Record during a three-year 
campaign, which DN helped to 
launch (November, 1993). 


Prescription hike 
Prescription charges will rise by 
25p to £5.50 an item from 1 April, 
the Government announced in 
February. The rise was con- 
demned by opposition MPs and 
the Consumer’s Association. 


Do you have a story 
to tell? Call the DN 
newsdesk on 0171- 


636 5020. We can call 
you straight back. 


DN exclusive 


London social services depart- 
ments are forcing pensioners on 
to mail-order shopping schemes 
to save money on home helps. 

Elderly people argue this is 
purely a cost cutting measure 
that can leave them isolated in 
their homes. Under the scheme, 
supermarkets provide a delivery 
service that is ordered over the 
phon in or in writing. 

One 65-year-old disabled man, 
who did not want to be named, 
from Streatham, south-west 
London, claimed ‘he had been 
forced on to the scheme, run by 
Tesco’s at Thornton Heath 
through a private company. 


Climbdowns 


Twenty-three school 
with learning disabilities looked 
to have won a reprieve on day 
care service cuts as DN went to 
press. 

Mencap launched a campaign 
when it learned of the proposed 
cuts by Shropshire County 
Council. 

The council has now said it 
hopes to find £350,000 from its 
adult services budget. 

Meanwhile, Hertfordshire 
County Council, which billed 
people with learning disabilities 
for using a day centre that was 
in fact closed for Christmas, 
has admitted it made a mistake. 

A spokesperson said the situa- 
tion would be put right. 


leavers 


“If you don’t take it, you’ve 
lost it. Home helps are forbid- 
den to do shopping. 

“They said they would increase 
the care, but they’ve changed the 
rosters so you don’t get the same 
lady every week. My regular 
home carer could see any imme- 
diate change in my condition.” 

Lambeth Social Services, which 
runs the pilot scheme, said it 
wanted to extend it from 350 to 
cover 1,800 people. This, it 
argued, would allow care work- 
ers more time with their clients.~ 


A spokesperson said: “It~is — 


three times cheaper for us to 
pay this private service. The 
intention is to free up home 
care with more direct contact.” 


Lab lottery 


A Liverpool institute that stud- 
ies pain and disability will have 
to close one of its laboratories 
unless it can raise £150,000 by 
the end of February. 

The Liverpool Pain Research 
Institute, which is self-funded, 
has studied Parkinson’s Disease 
and the effect of “slow-release” 
morphine on treating arthritis 
pain. The lab employs three 
staff. 

Administrator David Emsley 
blamed the effect of the 
National Lottery on the short- 
fall. “It is a frightful situation.” 


If you wish to help, contact The 
Pain Relief Foundation, Rice 
Lane, Liverpool L9 1AE. 
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Tony Maughan, secretary of 
the Greater London Pensioners’ 
Association, said: “The loss of 
contact is really serious. Half its 
[the home help service] value is 
the link to the community.” 

In Ealing, west London, a sim- 
ilar service has been intro- 
duced, using Tesco. Pensioners 
there claim they have had no 
choice but to go on it. Two sisters 
with arthritis, aged 92 and 83, 
who did not wish to be named, 


Mail-order shopping row 


claimed it was unreliable and 
complicated and said they saw 
less of their home help as a result. 

The scheme will be reviewed in 
March. It currently provides 
shopping for 150 people. 

The chair of Ealing Social Ser- 
vices Committee, Councillor Liz 
Brookes, denied anyone had 
been forced on to the scheme. 
“Those on it have been carefully 
selected and assessed as being 
able to manage.” 


Right to die? Annie Lindsell, who has motor neurone disease, went to 
Parliament in January to press MPs to legalise euthanasia and back 
her calls for the right to make a “living will”. “I want a dignified death 
over which I have control,” she told the Independent on Sunday. 
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4 News from Westminster 


Double standards Bridge builder 
on ‘double tick’ 


DN exclusive 


Government departments are 
making a mockery of equal 
opportunities for disabled peo- 
ple by failing to use the Depart- 
ment for Education and 
Employment’s (DFEE) “double 
tick” positive about disabled 
people symbol when hiring or 
promoting staff. 

A series of questions tabled 
during January by Derbyshire 
North East Labour MP Harry 
Barnes has revealed that, out of 
18 Government departments, 
just six used the double tick sym- 
bol for all internal and external 
recruitment and promotion. 

The symbol has been promoted 
by the Employment Service since 
1993. It is widely used by employ- 
ers to signify their willingness to 
take on disabled people. 

Labour’s Shadow Employment 
Spokesperson Michael Meacher 
said the figures were “very reveal- 
ing”. He vowed to question the 
Government on the issue. 

“This shows either a degree of 
negligence on the part of the 
Government in failing to back 
their own campaign or a degree 
of hypocrisy in telling employ- 
ers to do one thing and then not 
making themselves do it. 

“Tt is something that I will per- 
sue the Government about. Why 
should private or public employ- 
ers do what the Government’s 
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own departments do not?” 

Liberal Democrat Disability 
Spokesperson Liz Lynne called 
the findings “shameful”. 


The double 
tick: ministers 
accused of 
hypocrisy 


“If they bring forward a posi- 
tive symbol for disabled people, 
they should then be the first 
people to support it. Any 
chance that I get, I shall also 
raise this in Parliament.” 

But Susan Scott-Parker, chief 
executive of the Employers’ 
Forum on Disability, warned that 
there was more to equal oppor- 
tunities than using a symbol. 

“To use it alone does not sig- 
nify automatic compliance with 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act.” 

Departments not using the 
double tick symbol: 

* Wales: uses it for external 
recruitment and will “work to 
its principles for internal pro- 
motions and recruitment”. 

* Environment: “There are plans 
to do so in the near future”. 

* Foreign: “We implement 
many of its [the Employment 
Service’s] recommendations.” 

° Agriculture: “The ministry is 
consulting...about the steps 
necessary for approved use of 
the symbol.” 
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* Duchy of Lancaster and Cabi- 
net Office: “Signing up in the 
near future”. 

* National Heritage: “Officials 
are currently considering its use 
for external recruitment.” 

¢ Transport: The DVLA and 
Transport Research Laboratory 
does. “The Department is 
encouraging its other agencies 
to follow suit.” 

¢ Treasury: An “action point” 
last year, and the Royal Mint 
does. “The Central Statistical 
Office, Paymaster and the Valu- 
ation Office Agency are consid- 
ering whether to become 
symbol users.” 

* Attorney General: The Crown 
Prosecution Service “proposes 
to apply [for it] shortly”. 

* Scotland: “Giving further 
consideration to becoming sym- 
bol users”. 

¢ Northern “The 
recruitment and management of 
staff are set out in the code of 
practice on employment of peo- 
ple with disabilities in the North- 
ern Ireland Civil Service.” 

* Trade and Industry: “It is kept 
under review.” 

When questioned by DN, the 
DFEE released a list of depart- 
ments that do use the symbol. 
This included the Home Office, 
Ministry of Defence, Health, 
Social Security, Lord Chancellor’s 
Office and Education and 
Employment. 


Ireland: 


MPs question 
SEN tribunal 


Appeals to the Special Educa- 
tional Needs Tribunal take too 
long and staff are unable to 
cope with the workload, its 
president admitted in February. 

Trevor Aldridge, QC, was 
being questioned by the House 
of Commons’ Education Select 
Committee. The tribunal pub- 
lished its annual report in Jan- 
uary, which admitted parents 
faced delays of up to five 
months in hearing appeals. 

“IT would like it to be shorter, 
though it has just become slightly 
longer,” said Mr Aldridge. “This 
is a question of balancing the 
workload within the resources. 
We are taking active steps to 
increase resources available.” 

The tribunal’s budget for 
1994/95 was £770,000. 

The caseload was at a level 
where it was “unreasonable” to 
expect the secretariat or present 
resources to cope, he said. But a 
delay was good if it gave sides 
more time to thrash out an 
agreement. 


Nic Paton meets a new disability boss 


David Grayson, chairman of the 
new National Disability Council 
(NDC) has, as befits someone 
steeped in the business commu- 
nity, an air of brisk efficiency. 
Still, he is not without a sense 
of humour and laughs loudly at 
my first question, one that has 
been echoing around the dis- 
ability world since his appoint- 
ment in January. Who are you? 
“Well, I have been doing a 
variety of things. I have been 
working for a number of years 
with Business in the Commu- 
nity, a charity to mobilise big 
company support for a whole 
variety of projects in the com- 
munity. I created one of the first 
local enterprise agencies in the 
Britain, Project North East in 
Newcastle, back in 1980. 
“Most of my adult life has been 
about building bridges between 
business and the community.” 
Now 40, he had a bone disease 
as a child that left him with one 
leg shorter than another. “I am 
aware of the issues that disabled 
people face, albeit much less 
than most disabled people.” 
His NDC job is approximately 
one day a week, with the 16 
other members (see below) 
doing one day a month. There 
will be full council meetings 
every couple of months. 
He concedes members will 


Who’s who 


on the NDC 


Doug Alker: 

chief exec, 

RNID 3 
Christopher 
Brocksom: 
chief exec, 
AXA Equity 
& Law 


Allan Dick- 
son: deputy 
director, Scot- 
tish Spastics 
Society 


Ann Foster: 
director, Scots 
Consumer 
Council 


Tanni Grey: 
chair, British 
Wheelchair 
Racing Assoc 


David Jenk- 
ins: general 
secretary, 
Welsh TUC 


Colin Low: 
vice 
chairman, 
RNIB 


Jim McAllis- 
ter: divisional 
director, 


M&S 


have different views on the Dis- 
ability Discrimination Act and 
different reasons for being on 
the council. His job is to pull 
them together. 

“What we agreed at our first 
meeting was that around that 
table we weren’t going to expect 
anyone to change their minds 
on that question [of commis- 
sion versus council]. What we 
were going to do was to work to 
make a success of the NDC.” 

The authority with which it 
speaks to Government will be 
vital, he says. “We are an 
advisory council, and it is up to 
us by the quality of the advice 
we give to convince Government 
that it will be sensible to act on 
the recommendations.” 

Unsurprisingly, he is commit- 
ted to the DDA. It is legislation 
disabled people should be 
“proud and excited” about. But 
he will have to tread a fine line 
between reassuring a sceptical 
disability world and convincing 
the Government and business 
community that access is not a 
dangerous, expensive word. 

“If we have achieved over the 
next three or four years a signif- 
icant culture shift in this coun- 
try...that, I think, will be a great 
step forward. But we do not 
want any business to go out of 
business as a result.” 


Bert Massie: 
director of 


RADAR, 

member of 

DiPTAC , : | 
David Mills: 
md, Retail 
Banking Ser- 
vices, Mid- 
land Bank 


Martin Reay- 
ley: corporate 
finance & 
planning 
director, Bass 


Phillipa Rus- 
sell: director, 
Council for 
Disabled 
Children 


David 
Roberts: 
Clwyd People 
First 


Kevin Shink- 
win: parlia- 
mentary 
adviser, The 
MD Group 


Alan Smith, 
chairman, 
NACEPD* 


Jenny White, 
deputy legal 
adviser, The 
Electricity 


’ Association 
*National Advisory Committee on the Employment of People with Disabilities 
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‘Scope vow 
‘on abuse 


Richard Brewster, chief executive 
| of Scope, has vowed to ensure 
that its services respond “fully 
and sensitively to the needs of 
disabled children, adults, fami- 
lies and carers”, following revela- 
tions in February that the charity, 
then The Spastics Society, cov- 
ered up abuse allegations at one 
of its schools. 

Work on revising procedures, 
supervision and _ staff training 
started a year ago to minimise 
risk for the future, he said. 

The abuse took place at 
Hawksworth Hall School, Guise- 
ley in West Yorkshire. An inter- 
nal investigation in 1993 found 
that 14 disabled residents of the 
school aged four to 12 had been 
physically abused and deprived 
of food by a care worker over a 
ten year period. The worker was 

- sacked but it is alleged the head 

teacher and a Scope education 
- officer failed to tell social ser- 
' vices, governors or parents. 

Mr Brewster said: “We are 
appalled at the events around 
Hawksworth and _ apologise 
unreservedly to those affected. 
We intend to ensure that Scope’s 
management and services reach 
the highest standards at all 
times.” The parents have said 
they intend to take legal action. 


Copper 
strikes gold 


A former police firearms officer 
has won £150,000 after he had 
to give up his job because of a 
hearing impairment. 

A High Court ruling in January 
means that police forces and local 
authorities could face claims 
adding up to millions of pounds. 
There are thought to be about 
100 similar claims outstanding. 

Barry Poole, 55, has tinnitus 
and cannot hear conversations. 
He worked as a firearms officer 
in the 1960s and 770s. His 
action, against Leicestershire 
council and constabulary, was 
backed by the Police Federation. 
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Home 
from 
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adjustable to 'Sit U up’ 
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motorised height 
adjustment to ' stand 


upaSensor 


Fully Automated electric 
wheelchair with the new 
Sensorama feature 


“Our electric chairs are getting so sophisticated — one day we expect to be able 


to dispense with disabled people altogether!” 
THE THOUGHTS OF CHAIRMAN CRIPPEN |S NOW AVAILABLE. PRICE £4.99, TEL: (01924) 374911 


Wife aims for Europe 


DN exclusive 


The wife of a severely disabled 
man is trying to take the Goy- 
ernment to the European Court 
of Human Rights for sex dis- 
crimination. 

She claims she has lost out on 
up to £1,700 in tax relief which 
she would have been entitled to 
if she were a man married to a 
severely disabled partner look- 
ing after a child. 

Helen MacGregor, from Ver- 
wood, Dorset, married husband 
John in 1994 and reduced her 
work hours as a veterinary assis- 
tant to look after him and her 
four-year-old son. 

She had expected to make up 


the resultant shortfall through 
tax allowance. Then she discoy- 
ered she would not be entitled to 
any such allowance. A man look- 
ing after a disabled partner is. 

After failing in an appeal 
court, she is now applying to 
take the case to the European 
Court, backed by the Disability 
Law Service. 

She argues she would proba- 
bly be better off on benefits. “If 
I fail, I will very publicly give up 
work and make sure people 
know that I am giving up work, 
no longer paying taxes, and liv- 
ing off the state.” 

Her case has also been taken 
up by local Liberal Democrat 
MP Diana Maddock, who has 


Asylum report ‘cowardly’ 


The Commons All-Party Select 
Committee on Social Security 
has been criticised by Disability 
Alliance (DA) over its report 
into Social Security Secretary 
Peter Lilley’s plan to cut bene- 
fits for asylum seekers. 

The committee decided to 
“monitor closely” the effects of 
the legislation through 1997 and 
then make a decision on whether 


benefits should be reinstated. 

DA director Lorna Reith, who 
gave evidence to the committee, 
said: “It is a cowardly way out to 
recognise that there are going to 
be effects on disabled people 
and then to say we will look at it 
again in a year’s time.” 

A protest against the measure 
will take place outside the House 
of Commons on 24 February. 


DON'T BELIEVE YOUR EYES 


This is a Multifunctional Nursing Bed with height adjustment. 


forced the Government to 
admit that the system is out- 
dated and nothing has been 
done. 

“The British Government has 
admitted this is an anomaly and 
that it is outrageous, but they 
are not going to do anything 
about it,” said Mrs MacGregor. 

Marion Chester of the Dis- 
ability Law Service said the 
Government would either have 
to give the allowance to women 
or end it for men. 

“The European Court is 
reluctant to interfere with each 
member state’s internal taxa- 
tion, but if we can overcome 
that we will have a good chance 
of succeeding,” she said. 


“The transfer 
with poner 


For more information 
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For your FREE TRANSMASTER 
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News 5 


Shock horror, 
wheelchairs 
can be 
intelligent... 


A wheelchair that senses its way 
around obstacles is being devel- 
oped by a university professor. 

Professor David Bradley, of 
Bangor University’s School of 
Electronic Engineering and 
Computer Systems, started the 
project two and a half years ago. 

He approached wheelchair 
users to find out what were the 
most difficult tasks or common 
obstacles. Corners, doors and 
running over people’s feet were 
found to be particular gripes. 

The wheelchair is able to go 
around corners and through 
doorways by using special infra- 
red sensors below the chair’s 
footrests and on the front cor- 
ners. These send out pulses 
which are then processed by a 
small computer in the chair. 
When an obstacle is approached, 
the computer can alert the user 
by an alarm or even adjusting 
the direction of the chair. 

A prototype is being tested 
during February, after which 
Professor Bradley hopes a man- 
ufacturer will take up the idea. 


Anglian homes 


The Papworth Trust is to build 
50 specially adapted bungalows 
for disabled people in East 
Anglia. 

The first two, in Cottenham, 
were opened in January. 


Smith & Nephew Homecraft Limited 
Sidings Road, Lowmoor Road Ind. Estate, 


‘U' up’, or for Nursing. 


Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Notts. NG17 7JZ 
Telephone: 01623 754047 


Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, Plympton, PLYMOUTH PL7 4JH. Tel :01 752 34 22 22 — 
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6 News 


Front runners? Labour’s Robin 
Cook and Clare Short joined 
athlete Lee Davis (centre) out- 
side a cold and dark Westmin- 
ster in January. Lee will be the 
first athlete with a learning dis- 
ability to attempt this year’s 
1996 Flora London Marathon in 
April. Lee, who runs, swims and 
jumps with the East London 
Special Olympics Squad, will be 
running the marathon for learn- 
ing disability charity Mencap, 
which is 50 years old this year, 


moti the same age as Mr Cook. 


INDIVIDUAL 
FREEDOM 


A car is essential for an independent life style. But why settle for something ordinary when you could be driving a Volvo 
- a very individual car indeed. 


COMPETITIVELY PRICED 
The new Volvo 1996 range starts from £11,652* on the road. 


MOTABILITY SCHEME 
The range of Volvos is also available under the Motability Hire and Hire Purchase schemes. 


VOLVO SAFETY 
Volvo safety features fitted as standard include Driver Airbag, Side Impact Protection and seat belt pretensioners. The superb 
handling, powerful braking and tenacious road holding make them extremely enjoyable as well as extremely safe to drive. 


VOLVO PLUS 
3 year/60,000 Mile Manufacturers Warranty - One of the most comprehensive available, replaces the parts 
other manufacturers do not reach. 


LOW RUNNING COSTS 
Low insurance group ratings and 10,000 mile service intervals help cut your motoring costs**. 


THE CHOICE IS YOURS 
The Volvo range offers a choice of Saloons, Hatchbacks and Estates all available with a comprehensive selection of options 
to suit your independent needs. 


VOLVO ACARYOUCANBELIEVEIN 
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Could do better? 


School bosses have attacked the 


Disability Discrimination Act’s 
requirement that they should 
show, in writing, how accessible 
their schools are. Principals 
argue that the provision will 
increase bureaucracy and_ is 
unnecessary. A committee set up 
by the Further Education Fund- 
ing Council is currently study- 
ing the act and its implications. 


Fares fairer 
London’s concessionary fare © 
scheme for elderly and disabled 
people has been extended. The 
scheme, renewed in a_last- 
minute deal before Christmas 
(DN February), will now apply 
to trips beyond central London. 


Deaf fire risk 

More than 600,000 deaf people 
are at risk from fire because of a 
loophole in fire safety regula- 
tions, the Royal National Insti- 
tute for Deaf People has warned. 
Fire regulations only require 
builders to install unadapted 
smoke detectors, even when the 
occupant is disabled. 

¢ The National Deaf Children’s 
Society has renewed demands 
for more teachers to teach deaf 
children in Scotland. It has 
called on the Scottish Office “as 
a matter or extreme urgency” to 
reverse the “alarming shortfall” 
of suitably qualified teachers, 
which may be putting the educa- 
tion of young deaf Scots at risk. 


Housing concern 

Elderly people live in some of 
the country’s worst housing, a 
report by Age Concern England 
has warned. Your Dream Home 
— or is it?* argues that nearly 1.5 
million homes are unfit to be 
lived in, and such poor condi- 
tions cost the National Health 
Service £1 billion a year. 

Elderly people in the country 
are no better off either, according 
to Help the Aged. Many feel 
trapped in their homes because 
access to services is not good 
enough. With the Rural Develop- 
ment Commission, Help the 
Aged will be running conferences 
on this issue from March to June. 


Tel: (01367) 240129 
* Free, tel: 0181-679 8000 


Ice and fire... 
Two visually impaired men are to 
trek across 350 miles of the 
Greenland icecap this summer. 
Terry Robinson and Carl Wilkin- 
son will be part of a four-man 
team and are seeking financial 
aid. Details, tel: 0181-420 3908. 
Belfast-based charity Disability 
Action wants volunteers for a 
charity walk through Tuscany in 
July. All money raised will go to 
local projects. Details, _ tel: 
(01232) 491011. 


News 7 


Parents’ fight over hospital 


| DN exclusive 


The parents of a profoundly 
|deaf woman with cerebral palsy 
jand mental health difficulties 
are fighting to have their daugh- 
jter treated at their local hospital. 
Tracey Ann Lowndes 21, has 
an emotional age of about 14, 
jand developed an_ obsessive 
}compulsive disorder (OCD) six- 
jteen months ago which means 
jthat she washes her hands for 
) hours after using the lavatory. 
Her father, Kenneth Lowndes 
lis angry at North Staffordshire 
'Combined Health Care NHS 


A Scottish charity is blaming 
the effect of the National Lot- 
| tery on a 20 per cent slump in 
|people buying tickets for 
' fundraising events. 

Disability Scotland has now 
had to cancel plans for a prize 
draw in its 1996 fundraising cal- 
endar. 136 groups took part 


Have you ever had an hon- 
our like an MBE or OBE? 
Did it change your life? 
Was visiting the Palace a 
good or bad experience? 


DN and tv researcher Deb- 
orah Kermode are looking 
for your experiences. Tel: 
0171-286 0333. All calls 
will be in confidence. 


Diana Law 


Diana Law, founder president 
of Action for Dysphasic Adults 
(ADA), died in January. 

| A stroke in 1967, at 47, left her 
-unable to communicate, but she 
learnt to walk and regain speech. 


Witenes 


Diana Law with her MBE 


It was the lack of understand- 
ing in this period, which she 
described as “the most frighten- 
ing experience of my life”, that 
led her, in 1980, to launch the 
ADA. Two years before that she 
became an MBE. 

The Royal College of Speech 
and Language Therapists made 
her an honorary fellow in 1988 
and she was twice named “Dis- 
abled Woman of the Year”. 


Trust’s failure to treat his 
daughter after 16 months. 

The parents allege staff at the 
Sutherland Centre, a local unit 
in Stoke on Trent, said they 
could treat her. 

A case conference in January 
decided to send her to the 
National Centre for Mental 
Health and Deafness in Prest- 
wich, Manchester, where she 
will need another assessment. 

Mr Lowndes claims a psychol- 
ogist admitted that it was 
“partly” because Tracey is deaf. 

“She will have to mix with 


schizophrenics and _ severely 


in the event last year. 

Charities are also having to find 
alternative ways to raise money. 
Age Concern, Cancer Research 
Campaign, the National Society 
for Prevention of Cruelty to Chil- 
dren and Scope have joined 
forces to launch a scratcheard in 
direct competition to the Lottery. 


RNIB Euro guides 


The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind has launched a 
series of tourist guides for blind 
and visually impaired people. 
European Cities Within Reach 
so far covers London, Paris and 
Turin/Venice. (Review, page 25) 


£2.50 each. Tel: (0345) 023153. 


mentally handicapped people. 

“Why have they led us on for 
so long and then stuck the knife 
in? We have had no practical 
help.” Mr and Mrs Lowndes 
have now lodged a complaint. 
As DN went to press all parties 
were due to meet. 

Douglas Smith, chair of 
Staffordshire Deaf Association, 
agreed that the recent delay 
seemed excessive, and local MP 
David Nox has taken up the case. 

A spokesperson for the North 
Staffordshire Trust confirmed 
the average waiting time is 
about 12 months, but denied 


Scots blame slump on Lottery 


They hope to raise £4 million 
this year. Top prize is £50,000. 

There is better news for dis- 
abled sportsmen and women. 
The British Paralympic Associa- 
tion has received £200,000 from 
the National Lottery, and grants 
can now be made to individuals 
in sport and the arts. 


Jasmina well 


Jasmina Jushinka, the girl with 
Down’s syndrome brought over 
to Britain for vital heart surgery 
after it was refused by Russian 
doctors (DN February), is now 
recovering after surgery at Great 
Ormond Street Hospital. 

Mum Tatiana is said to be 
“relieved but emotional”. 
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superior performance 
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Chas. A. Blatchford & Sons Ltd 
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Telephone: 01256 465 771 Facsimile: 01256 479 705 
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= Programmable with 


nothing had been done. Like all 
cases, there had to be an assess- 
ment. “We have not got the 
expertise. If we could do it we 
would.” 

Dr Brendan Monteiro, consul- 
tant psychiatrist at the Prest- 


“ 


wich centre, said it was “an 
appropriate referral”. 

Mixing with severely mentally 
ill people would not hinder her 
treatment and she might not 
have to stay in the centre any- 
way, he argued. 


Coventry civil servant Frank Couchman hit the big time in February 
when he landed a part in the tv series Our Friends In the North. Mr 
Couchman, who has cerebral palsy and had only done amateur dra- 
matics, played Patrick, brother of Mary. He was picked after a producer 
went to his old school, Thornhill Special School. The BBC choosing a 
disabled actor to play a disabled part was “a great step forward”, he 
said. Even though his fame was short lived — his part has been killed 
off — he now has the acting bug. “I would like more challenges.” The 
series continues on BBC2 until 12 March. Review, page 25. 


The Intelligent 


Prosthesis Plus 
A leap into the future with Endolite 


B® Quick to learn 


and simple to operate 


m™ Easy change 
of programme setting 


= Powerful pneumatic cylinder 
Interchangeable with any 
160mm geometry shin 


# Simple maintenance 
and diagnosis 


Order the Intelligent Prosthesis Plus 
part number 019138 by contacting 
the Blatchford Sales Department 


on 01256 465771. 


Easily replaceable batteries 
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Sound and vision: the Christchurch Forum in Greenwich, south London, has set up a sensory room for 


ah 


people with disabilities. The forum, which houses the Greenwich Association of Disabled People, also 
has a “drop-in” cafe for people with learning difficulties. Tel: 0181-853 5212. 


PAC boss hits back 


DN exclusive 


The Midlands’ civil servant at 
the centre of claims that he is 
hostile to disabled people has 
hit back at his accusers. 
Derbyshire Placing Assess- 
ment and Counselling (PAC) 
team manager Roy Darlington 
denies his attitude is wrong and 
has accused his critics of 
“jumping on a bandwagon”. 
His rebuttal comes as a Derby 
businessman has accused Mr 
Darlington of running a 
vendetta against him. This fol- 
lows two other accusations by 
local disabled people (DN Octo- 
ber, 1995 and January, 1996). 
PAC teams assess a disabled 


person’s eligibility for funding 
support under the Govern- 
ment’s Access to Work scheme. 

Richard Shaw, chief executive 
of disability information advice 
service Disability Direct, says he 
had to wait five months for sup- 
port worker funding and was 
then made the subject of a 
fraudulent claim inquiry. 

Mr Shaw, 38, has muscular 
dystrophy and describes him- 
self as being “weak as a kitten”. 

In August last year, he was 
accused of having overclaimed 
on Access to Work by more 
than £6,000 over five years. 

He was called in for a formal 
interview by the Benefits 
Inspectorate and has now had 
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all payments stopped while the 
overspend is recouped. He 
argues that he only claimed 
what he was told to by one of 
Mr Darlington’s predecessors. 

“There is a vendetta against 
me by Roy Darlington because 
of my criticism on this issue. I 
feel 1am a marked individual.” 

But the overspend, says Mr 
Darlington, was a serious mat- 
ter, “not just a little slip of the 
pen as he tries to make out”. 

“This is taxpayer’s money that 
has been incorrectly claimed. 

“I am not vindictive, nor do I 
take personal delight in doing 
things. The only aggressive part 
of me is that I support a football 
team that never wins anything.” 


‘Smother 
love’ ruling 


A disabled man who took out a 
High Court injunction to prevent 
his mother from interfering in his 
life, had it overturned in the 
Court of Appeal in Februaury. 

The original ruling, last July, 
meant that Marjorie Vickers, 58, 
could face prison if she inter- 
fered with adopted son Steven’s 
life at a boarding school in 
Kirklees, West Yorkshire. 

Mr Vickers’ lawyers argued 
that, while his parents loved 
him, he had a right to decide 
where to live and who to associ- 
ate with as a capable adult.° 

But the appeal court said that 
Mr Vickers, 18, who has cere- 
bral palsy, spastic quadriplegia, 
learning disabilities and com- 
munication disabilities could 
not understand the concept of 
an injunction or prison. 


Gulf war probe 


The Ministry of Defence (MoD) 
is to investigate the disabling 
condition Gulf War Syndrome. 
The MoD will conduct a survey, 
overseen by the Medical Research 
Council, to see if certain illnesses 
are abnomally prevalent among 
Gulf War veterans. It will also 
study birth defects, chronic 
fatigue syndrome and other con- 
ditions. It is expected to take two 
to three years. In the past, the 
MoD has denied the condition 
existed or that disabilities were 
connected to Gulf service. 
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SEE A 
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scalamobil 
POWERED STAIR CLIMBER 


For further details and/or a free home 
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SIMOR 


Simorg Ltd. Unit C, 
Abbeygate Business Centre, 
Hitchin Road, Luton LU2 OER. 


yas S Telephone: 01582 484785 


DP Fax: 01582 484157 


London living 

Disabled Londoners now have a 
new Independent Living Agency, 
set up by the Borough of Barking 
and Dagenham. It will help dis- 
abled people employ care assis- 
tants as well as give advice, 
support and training. 


Tel: 0181-592 4500 ext 5412. 


Midlands’ maisons 

A service to help disabled peo- 
ple in the East Midlands find 
their dream home has _ been 
launched by Nottingham City 
Council. The computer-based 
register will include a database 
of adapted homes. Those inter- 
ested should contact their area 
or district housing office. 


Growing, growing, gone 
Green fingered enthusiasts have 
until 1 March to get their appli- 
cation forms in for Action for 
Blind People’s second White 
Cane Award for the best garden 
or public space to meet the 
needs of blind or visually 
impaired people. 


Tel: 0171-732 8771. 


Winding up... 

The Midlands Association for 
Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus 
(ASBAH) will close during 
February. Members voted to 
wind themselves up because the 
children ASBAH had supported 
had grown up and there had 
been a marked reduction in vol- 
unteers. The association will 
close on 29 February. 


Bridal towns 

Good as new wedding dresses 
and bridal regalia are now avail- 
able at Scope shops in Burton 
upon Trent, Grantham, Hatfield, 
Hinckley, Hull, Leamington Spa, 
Northwich and Wakefield. 


Phone book 

BT has published its 1996 BT 
Guide for People who are Dis- 
abled or Elderly. It lists new 
products and services and is 
available at BT shops. 


Park life 


The Royal Parks Agency now 
has braille guide books at each 
of its eight royal parks in and 
around London. 


Corrections: 

From DN’s February issue 

The rail regulator is John, not 
Sir Richard, Swift. 

Arthur Ledgard is former chair- 
man of the Disabled Drivers’ 
Motor Club. 

West London ‘Training and 
Enterprise Council’s business 
and training scheme for blind and 
visually impaired people can be 
contacted on, tel: (0800) 908920. 
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Looking for 
Transport? 


Renault, Ford, 
Nissan or Volkswagen 


Look no further than a 
Brotherwood Conversion 
__ for purchase, Lease or Hire. 


Renault ‘Eco’ 1.9 Ltr Diesel) £11,566 On the road price 


INTERIOR HEADROOM 1550wn (61m) | 


ACCESS HEIGHT) 
1500mm (59m) | 


PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 1500nw (590) 
Wj 


Pm 


INTERIOR HEADROOM 1525mm (601) 


ACCESS HEIGHT 1450mm (57in) 


We sell Secondhand refurbished Nissan Prairies Mkl and Mkll, with full parts and labour 


fo bia fee Please phone for full details and an information pack, or visit our factory showroom. 
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10 Health news 


Acne pill 
warning 


Britain’s most popular 
acne drug can cause arthritis 
and hepatitis in a small number 
of people, say top scientists. 

A report in the British Medical 
Journal by researchers led by 
Paul Emery of the University of 
Leeds examined seven patients 
with severe side effects. 

The — antibiotic 
mynocycline, is supplied by 
seven companies, and available 


anti- 


involved, 


in tablet or capsule form. 

Up to April 1994, the Commit- 
tee on Safety of Medicine had 
received 11 reports of lupus ery- 
thematosus, a form of arthritis, 
and 16 of hepatitis, say the 
researchers. Two people have 
died and one needed a liver 
transplant. 

A spokesperson for the Arthri- 
tis and Rheumatism Council 
(ARC) said: 
the most deadly forms of arthri- 
tis. It is as well to know that 
The 


team has called for more tests to 


“Lupus is one of 


there may be dangers.” 


be carried out. 

Meanwhile, a team of scientists 
at Oldchurch NHS Hospital in 
Romford are to investigate 
claims that royal jelly, the food of 
queen bees, can relieve arthritis. 

The study of 200 patients will 
be funded by Irene Stein, a Lon- 


don importer of the jelly, and 
will examine the effects of the 
company’s own product, Irena. 
There is no harm in using the 
treatment as long as people do 
not stop taking their normal 
medicines, says the ARC. 


Irene Stein, tel: 0181-440 3191. 


Elvis seen 
in Oxford 


A space-age headset is to be 
tested on visually impaired peo- 
ple in Oxford at Easter. 

The headset, developed for 
astronauts by American scien- 
tists, could help people with 
enough sight to see small 
screens close to the eyes. 

The Low Vision Enhancement 
System _ (Lves, 
Elvis), uses three cameras giving 
left, right and front vision. 

The user sees a single, high- 
contrast image instead of the 
which is 


pronounced 


low-contrast vision 
experienced by many visually 
impaired people. 

Sold by the American company 
Visionics, the £4,000 device will 
be put through its paces at the 
Oxford Eye Hospital under 
optometrist Adrian Hill. 

It is expected to help with 
mobility when used with other 
mobility aids and to assist in 
other areas too. 


the Nirssan RENAULT 


WVersa’s’’& 


xperience the magnificent range 

of wheelchair access vehicles 

from the Widnes Car Centre 
and discover just how enabling they are 
and how comfortable travelling can be. 


The RENAULT TRAFIC VERSA offers well 


proven practicality and reliability. Just look around and it 
won’t be long before you see one driving by; such is the popularity of these vehicles. Choose from the 2.2i Petrol at £12,495 or 2.1 Diesel at £12,795. 


The NISSAN VANETTE VERSA is the newest in our range and offers an outstanding combination of style, comfort and design innovations for the 
wheelchair passenger. Priced at £12,595 for a 2.3 Diesel with power steering. 


The RENAULT EXTRA VERSA, although the smallest in our fleet, offers a “big vehicle” range of design features to make travelling more enjoyable. 
1.9 Diesel at £10,295 or a 1.41 Petrol at £10,795. 


APR ATRL S SSO DE RE RS, 
Available in either unleaded petrol or diesel versions. 


W 


1“ choice for nursing homes, charitable organisations, 


community transport and families alike. 


WwW 


Special COMFORT PACK options include sunroofs, 
Kenwood RDS security stereo/radio cassette 


with 4 speakers, remote control sonic alarm, 


3 years National Breakdown Cover 


llnique to 


VERSA SALES DEPARTMENT 
Widnes Car Centre Limited, 


ne _ Moor Lane, Widnes, Cheshire, 


WA8 7AL. 


Tel: 0151 420 2000 
Fax: 0151 495 1382 
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he latest exciting addition to our range is the new 

Versa Cab. Watch out for these Wheelchair 

Friendly Taxis after January ‘96 and if your local 
taxi firm hasn’t ordered one yet, show them this ad. 
They’ll quickly see how they can have the edge over their 
competition if they can supply the needs of the vast 
wheelchair users market. Don’t struggle - demand a 
wheelchair friendly taxi. Prices from £15,300 on the road. 


Standing 
proud 


A computerised implant hag 
allowed a paralysed woman tq 
stand and sit for the first time i 
five years. 
Julie Hill (left), 34, lost the usé 
of her legs in a car accident. 
1994 she became the first persor} 
in the world to receive the 
implant at Salisbury District 
Hospital. She then helped) 
researchers to refine the devidl 
which uses electrical impulses to} 
stimulate muscles. 
“At the moment we are trying 
to achieve stable standing. We 
can look at more complex pat- 
terns afterwards,” said Dr la 
Swain, director of medica 
physics at the hospital. 


CP scan 


Doctors at the Orthopaedic 
Hospital, Oswestry, Shropshire,}, 
are using computer graphics to} 
monitor the way people with’ 
cerebral palsy walk. 

Sensors detect which muscles! 
and joints are moving. It cuts 
the risk of giving the wrong| 
treatment. “At the moment up’ 
to 20 per cent of surgery may} 
not be done properly,” said con-) 
sultant John Patrick, who is | 
carrying out the work. | 
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WHEELCHAIR 
ACO GEsSa5 
VEC Tabs 


HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AVAILABLE 


All conversions subject to 
Appendix B of “RELIEF 
FROM VAT” as amended 
in the 1993 Acts. Including 
delivery, number plates 
and assumes exemption 
from road fund license. 
Full range of NISSAN 
CARS available on 
MOTABILITY FINANCE 


RENAULT 


SU otability 


Contact 
Howard Samuels for a 
full information pack. 


Monday - Friday 
9.00am - 5.30pm 
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|The first elections to determine 
)Palestinian rule on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip took place 
jon 20 January. World attention 
focused on this moment of 
'democracy in a region that has 
only known military occupa- 
tion for the last 30 years. 
Groups like Fateh and Hamas 
were familiar to Westerners. 
But the elections also provided 
a forum for less well-known 
groups to stand up and be 


counted, including the General 
Union of Disabled Palestinians 


(GUDP). 
The Intifada, or uprising, 
against Israeli occupation 


started in 1987. It continued 


Union members are all ages 


until 1993 when the “Oslo 
Agreement” was signed. 

The injuries inflicted during 
this period meant a_ huge 
increase in the numbers of peo- 
ple with physical disabilities. 
People who might previously 
have been marginalised, 
became heroes and martyrs of 
the uprising. 

Despite this new-found admi- 
ration, Palestinian society 
offers little means of genuine 
integration. Respect is no sub- 
stitution for participation 


? Gene ral Uri fey 
Blestinian Disabled 2 
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in the community. What, too, 
of the aspirations of those 
disabled prior to the Intifada? 

It was with these issues in 
mind that, in 1994, the GUDP 
was set up by a group of com- 
mitted disabled people. This is 
an independent body designed 
to promote disabled people and 
their views. 

With a population of roughly 
2.5 million, the incidence of dis- 
ability in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip is thought to be as 
high as 14 per cent, or 140,000 
people. The occupation has 
meant that health services have 
not been able to develop fully. 

Attitudes can still be negative, 
especially in rural areas. Abdul- 
lah, 24, a union member who has 
been disabled from birth, says: 
“In my village there’s nowhere to 
go and when I do go out I am 
often insulted in the streets. 
Without the few good friends 
that I have and the union, I don’t 
know what I would do.” 

Life is even harder for disabled 
women, who are often a source 
of shame and kept at home. A 
disabled person, especially any- 
one with a learning disability, 
may be seen as a blight on the 
prospects of the entire family. 

In some cases, the family will 
not feed them because they are a 
burden. Sometimes a disabled 
child is not taken to the doctor 
and is kept hidden at home. 

One member says: “I have 
heard of a mentally disabled per- 
son being fed in the corner of a 
room from a trough like a dog.” 

Dr Mahmoud Atshan, associ- 
ate professor at Bir Zeit Univer- 
sity and acting chair of the union, 
says: “Our task is to make the 
term ‘disabled person’ an accept- 
able one to society at large.” 

Since its small beginnings, the 
union has grown and now has 
nine branches across the West 
Bank, with a central office in 
the town of Ramallah, about 15 
kilometres north of Jerusalem. 


The United Nations Associa- 
tion International Service 
(UNAIS), has provided a pro- 
ject support worker to help the 
union develop a_ sustainable 
structure. Funding for the 
union comes mainly from 
Diakonia, a German disability 
organisation. 


Balanced membership 
Membership is now more than 
4,000. It is spread widely, with 
all ages and a balance between 
Intifada-related disabilities and 
those disabled for other reasons. 
The problem of other Pales- 
tinians gaining even emergency 


The General Union of Disabled Palestinians picketed a Israeli military checkpoint in December to highlight the lack of access to Jerusalem’s more advanced medical services. 


Middle Eastern promise 


January's Palestinian elections put disabled people in the limelight, writes Rob MacGrory 


access to (the more advanced) 
medical services in Jerusalem 
was raised during the union’s 
“National Palestine Disability 
Awareness Week” last Decem- 
ber. This was held to coincide 
with the International Day of 
Disabled People. 

A demonstration was held at a 
Jerusalem military checkpoint. 
The week also included cultural 
festivals and rallies throughout 
the West Bank. 

Immediately after that week, 
the union sought to make the 
most of its recent exposure and 
field its own candidate, Imad 
Lubadi, in the Palestinian elec- 
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DOUG IERLEY/UNAIS 


tions to elect the Palestinian 
Authority. Mr Lubadi is an 
engineer and a wheelchair user 
from Nablus who became dis- 
abled during the Intifada. In a 
contest dominated by political 
factions, and with only a small 
campaign budget, he polled 
more than 13,000 votes. 


_ This was, unfortunately, not 


enough to win a seat, but the 
high profile he won for disabil- 
ity forced other candidates to 
address the issue. Even so, there 
are fears that any civil rights leg- 
islation will only partly address 
the needs of disabled people. 


GUDP, PO Box 31, Ramallah, 
West Bank, via Israel. Fax: 02 
OOS 999. 

UNAIS, tel: (01904) 647799. 


Rob MacGrory is a disabled 
rights organiser working with 
the GUDP through the UNAIS 


\ THE PERSONAL MOBILITY 


* Lighweight manual wheelchairs 
* Overhead and mobile hoists 
¢ Stair lifts 
* Electric lifting and reclining 
chairs 
For a FREE Home Trial* or 
FREE Brochure 
Call us now 


* (Home Trial for powered scooters or wheelchairs) 


ICR M@BILITY 


FREEPHONE 
0800 
136921 


Consult our 
specialists in: 
¢ Powered wheelchairs and scooters 


SPECIALISTS 


SUPPLYING THE HIGH PER- 
FORMANCE RANGE OF 
ACTION AND QUICKIE 

WHEELCHAIRS 


Discovery GLS 3 and 4 


wheel scooters 


FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 
ON ALL 
EQUIPMENT 


(subject to status) 


Also Motobility 
Allowance accepted 


PART 


EXCHANGE 
WELCOME 


FREEPHONE 
0800 
136921 


ICR SOUTHERN MOBILITY CENTRE, 1 Stanwell Rd., Penarth, Cardiff CF62 2AB 
_ICR NORTHERN CENTRE, 100 Derby Rd., Liverpool L20 1BP 
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Danny Grimes steps out with his walker 


You tell us 


The Con- 

sumer Clinic 

is open to all 

DN readers. 

Let us know 

if you have 
come across a product or ser- 
vice which is hard for a disabled 
person to use. 

Is the product badly designed 
or unsafe? Does it just not work 
well? Did the manufacturer not 
think hard enough about the 
needs of a disabled customer? 
Are disabled people being dis- 
criminated against? 


12 Consumer clinic 


JAMES COWELL 


Does a service fall short of the 
standards you would expect? Is 
it organised in an unhelpful way? 

Write to Consumer Clinic, 
DN (address page 2). RICA 
and DN will choose cases we 
think will be of most interest to 
readers. RICA will investigate 
fully and report back. If a case 
cannot be taken up, we will 
suggest who you could turn to. 


RICA was set up by the Con- 
sumers’ Association, publishers 
of Which? Like Which?, it is 
independent. 


Walkabouts 


by Metco 


Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 


i) 


The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


1 
ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE 


Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON, 
NOTTINGHAM NG9 1BR No stamp required 
Tel: (0115) 925 5488 
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Is this walking — 
frame defective? 


RICA, which tests products and services for disabled 
and elderly people, has joined forces with DN to set up 
a pioneering Consumer Clinic for DN readers. First, 
Danny Grimes with an unsatisfactory tri-wheel walker. 


| What’s the problem? 


We first heard about Danny 
Grimes and his walker from a 
REMAP engineer. 

Mr Grimes, from Bristol, had 
been prescribed a Days Medical 
2408S tri-wheel walker by a ther- 
apist. A walking frame with 
three wheels and brakes on each 
handle, it was chosen because it 
had wheels and folded to fit eas- 
ily into his car. 

Three months after he started 
using it, a brake cable snapped. 
Two weeks later, the other cable 
went. 

Danny Grimes received an 
identical replacement frame. 
The cables snapped on that too. 

On the next replacement, the 
frame itself broke and he just 
avoided a nasty fall. 

The therapist called in a 
REMAP engineer. He got no joy 
from the manufacturer or the 
local Trading Standards Office, 
so contacted RICA, who was 
alarmed at the dangers of failure 
in a walking frame. 


Laboratory findings 


RICA arranged for an engineer to 
watch Mr Grimes. Then the frame 
was examined in the Consumers’ 
Association testing laboratory. 

Danny Grimes walks by push- 
ing the frame forward a little, 
then pulling himself into it while 
gripping both brakes hard. 

The laboratory found that the 


Extra mobility for 
around £100! 


brake cables were too thin to 
stand up to this kind of use. 
The frame broke because the 
handles had been extended to 
the point where there was not 
enough support for them. A lot 
of pressure was concentrated 
into a very small area and the 
frame broke from metal fatigue. 


Manufacturer says 


Days Medical told RICA that 
the frame should not have been 
used in the way Mr Grimes used 
it. They said the brakes were 
not designed to be gripped so 
hard and that extended handles 
should have been fitted if they 
needed to be set so high. 


RICA says : 


RICA thinks there might have 
been a walker which did not have 
these problems, but it finds the 
manufacturer’s response unac- 
ceptable. While the frame of the 
240S is not dangerous if used 
and adjusted within certain lim- 
its, it is not obvious what those 
limits are. 

The manufacturer’s brochure 
gives the range of handle adjust- 
ment, but there is no warning 
that if the handles are extended 
further they may break. And it 
is quite easy to extend them 
without realising there is very 
little metal left in the sleeve to 
support them. 

The manufacturer’s brochure 
does not mention extension 
handles or the circumstances in 
which they need to be used. 

Users do sometimes grip 
brakes often and hard, say thera- 
pists. Without proper warnings, 
it is not reasonable for manufac- 
turers to expect the user or a 
therapist to anticipate that the 
aid might fail. 

This is a case of poor informa- 
tion which could put people at 
risk of a potentially serious 
accident. Manufacturers need 
to do more and _ regulations 
need to be improved. 


RICA recommends 


¢ Handles: the maximum length 
to which they should’ be 
extended should be marked on 
the frame or, ideally, the frame 
should be designed so that it is 
impossible to pull the handles 


out too far. 
¢ The manufacturer’s brochure 
should explain that extension’ 
handles exist and when they 
should be used. 
e The frame should have been. 
fitted with a thicker brake cable 
which would stand up to Danny | 
Grimes’ kind of use, or, if the-| 
brakes are not strong enough! 
for this use, the manufacturer 
should say so clearly and promi-| 
nently in the brochure and in| 
the instructions. | 


| 
Existing regulations for medical | 
devices require manufacturers 
to ensure their products are} 
safe, and this includes supplying | 
special operating instructions, 
warnings or precautions. 

RICA wants warnings written 
on such products made a legal 
requirement too. It has passed its” 


concerns about the 240S to the 
Medical Devices Agency. 


Improve regulations 


Happy ending 


REMAP came to the rescue of 
Danny Grimes. They strength- 
ened his frame and will fit 
stronger replacement brakes. 


Help with safety 


Unsure about buying a major 
second-hand aid — or your 
condition has changed? Consult 
your GP, physio or occupational . 
therapist, or the Chartered Soci- 
ety of Physiotherapy, tel: 0171- 
357 6480, or the College of 
Occupational Therapists, tel: 
0171-357 6480. 

Buying a new aid? Seek advice 
from a Disabled Living Centre, 
(tel: 0171 820 0567 for the near- 
est) or a supplier like Keep Able, 
tel: 0181-742 2181 or (01384) 
484544, who have therapists. 

Having a problem with a med- 
ical device? Report it to the 
Medical Devices Agency, tel: 
0171-972 8000, who keep 
records and can_ investigate. 
Accident hotline 0171-972 8080. 

No commercial aid exists? 
REMAP GB: Technical Equip- 
ment for Disabled People has 
professional engineers who 
design, make and supply equip- 
ment for free. For your nearest 
REMAP, tel: (01732) 883818, or 
tel: (01294) 832566 in Scotland. 
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The evening I meet John Hock- 
enberry, it is five years to the 
day that allied planes launched 
the first air raids of the Gulf 

War. Hockenberry was in the 
Gulf, in Israel as the Scuds fell. 

An award-winning American 
tv and radio journalist, he has 
covered the Intifada uprising on 
Israel’s West Bank, Somalia 
before US forces arrived, Roma- 
nia as Ceausescu toppled from 
power, and the death of Ayatol- 
lah Khomeini in Iran, where he 
was wheeled around by a group 
of Iranians yelling “Death to 
America”. He has also been 
paraplegic ever since a car acci- 
dent left him paralysed from the 
waist down at 19. 

He now works for NBC and 
has written a book, Declara- 
‘tions of Independence, about 
his experiences. 

The first thing you notice 
about him is his shoulders — big 
and wide and straining against 
his green suit. And then his 
sandy hair. But most of all, you 
instantly understand how he’s 
got as far as he has. He’s charm- 
ing, open and could talk the leg 
off a teapot if he had to. 

If the national papers had their 

way, Hockenberry’s life would 
be just another tale of inspira- 
tional yet tragic “crip” (his 
word) come good. Hockenberry 
laughs wearily at this. 

“It’s so hard to get people off 
the overcoming adversity busi- 
ness that I’ve given up trying. 
What I hope is that the people 

who actually read the story will 

see there are universal feelings 
in this guy. Disability is not 
some subtraction, it’s an addi- 


‘tional window through which 

to view the world.” 

_ For example, in the book he 

decides to travel on the New 
York subway, dragging his 
wheelchair down the stairs to 
the station. The only people to 
ask if he needs help (he doesn’t) 
are black or hispanic. 

“What happens in America is 
that we seek legislative solutions 
[through the Americans With 
Disabilities Act (ADA)] to things 
that often can be solved by peo- 
ple working together with a 
spirit of co-operation. If people 
don’t want to co-operate, they 
speak to their lawyers, they 
don’t actually change the ramp. 

“This period, five years after 
the ADA and the next ten years, 
is going to be a noisy one where 
people are arguing about what’s 
right. That noise is healthy, 
that’s good. And you’re going 
to have a lot of it here. 

“The first argument used here 
is that access would destroy the 
historical validity of a building. 
That’s so absurd. That’s like say- 


ing we shouldn’t erase the signs 
on drinking fountains where 
blacks couldn’t drink in the 
South because it totally destroys 
their historical context.” 

Time and again, Hockenberry 
has found his wheelchair, far 
from limiting his movements, 
has helped him get places where 
other journalists have failed. 

To obtain a visa into Iraq, for 
instance, he didn’t deny their 
assumption that he was a dis- 
abled Vietnam veteran and so 
would be hostile to America 
(something he says he is still 
ashamed about). A wheelchair 
in the back of his car also mirac- 
ulously eased his passage 
through Romanian checkpoints. 

“It [disability] gets you in 
touch with real people in the 


Hockenberry in Somalia: he 


arrived before the US forces 
ALISON CRAIGLOW 


country much quicker. I would 
meet medical personnel or 
other disabled people and sud- 
denly I would be welcomed into 
family after family. In a place 
like Iran, the most difficult 
thing is to get an interview with 
someone who’s not too afraid 
to talk. This was the easiest 
thing for me.” 

As a journalist, language, and 
especially disability language, is 
important. “We call ourselves 


In the Middle East: “Disability gets you in touch with real people in the country much quicker.” 


crips and gimps [people who 
limp]. I think a lot of people 
reject the idea that other disabled 
people will come up with a word 
that you’re going to have to live 
with. Screw you! I mean, there’s 
no word that’s going to describe 
me unless it’s my name.” 


‘When | put my fist 
through the headlights, 
| understood that 
indulging in this anger 
came at a price’ 


Similarly, he is unconcerned 
about people’s sensitivities to 
his being in a wheelchair, how- 
ever well meaning. 

“A lot of places where I go to 
do book signings people ask, 
how do tv crews decide how to 
shoot you, was it really difficult 
to get them to shoot your chair? 

“Once, I was staying in Wash- 
ington and I got a really bad 
haircut. There were memos and 
they had to have meetings. Peo- 
ple would call me up and say 
what the hell are you doing? 
Wheelchairs nobody 
about. But if you screw with 


Cares 


your hair, forget it.” 

Declarations of Independence 
is candid and very funny in 
places. By the end you feel you 
know Hockenberry outside and 
in (quite literally): the vivid, 
crunching car crash (he was dis- 
abled partly because he had a 
guitar on his lap), using 
catheters and “crip sex”, why 
wheelchairs shouldn’t have 
arms, the one and only time he 
missed a deadline (he couldn’t 
get in the phone booth), what it 
feels like not to be able to get 
inside a chemical bunker in 
Israel as the Scuds are coming 
in (it just gives you a chance to 
file your story first). 


CARLOS MAUROLEAN 


There are also more personal 
moments: his emotional devel- 
opment and rehabilitation, and 
the search for his institution- 
alised uncle. And there is anger. 
One instance has him single- 
handedly wrecking a New York 
cab because the driver refuses to 
pick him up on Christmas Eve. 

“When I was putting my fist 
through the headlights, I under- 
stood that indulging in this 
anger came at a price. You have 
the option, there is a sort of 
decision tree. You can educate 
or you can basically express 
your dissatisfaction with the 
situation. Learning takes place 
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A wheelchair on the front line 


John Hockenberry, self-styled “crip”, has reported from the Gulf, Iran, Somalia and Romania. Nic Paton met him. 


when both happen,” he says. 
So, has he mellowed with age? 
“Absolutely. People review the 
book and think I’m a really 
angry person. I’m really not. 
When you have a disability you 
look at the world more closely. 
You see things falling apart that 
maybe other people don’t. And 
you want to say, hey, look at this. 
Unfortunately, a lot of times 
that comes across as anger.” 
Inevitably, any discussion of 
Hockenberry’s — achievements 
always come back to his disabil- 
ity, however much he might not 
wish it so. As he moves to leave, 
I ask a question he’s obviously 
had too many times before, 
although he hides the resigned 
expression well. Does he think 
he would have gone as far as he 


-has if he hadn’t been in a 


wheelchair? 

“Well that’s what my mother 
would say. That I wouldn’t 
have. But I remember I was at a 
party and somebody asked an 
old friend of mine, ‘What was 
John like before his accident, 
was he always like this?” And he 
said, ‘No. He was taller.’ So, I 
guess I was always going to do 
something. I guess I always had 
that ambition.” 

Crip icon. Tragic inspiration. 
Battler against adversity. Perhaps 
just “shorter” is better after all. 


Declarations of Independence: 
war zones and wheelchairs. £16, 
Viking. From bookshops. 


BACKPAIN @ ARTHRITIS ¢ HIATUS HERNIA 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


® arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


on motors 


Sit up at the touch of a button 


Relax 
tired 
muscles 


Relieve pressure 
on aching joints 


» 
ce 
’ : ’ 


Get in and out of bed 
more easily 


Put your feet up, 
unwind and relax 


yy CONCERN FOR COMFORT 


...the rest comes naturally 


FREEPHONE 0800 371663 


Name(Title) 


high & iow 
back pain 


hiatus hernia 


swollen legs/ 
oedema 


poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 


respiratory 
problems 


stress & 
tension 


Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


FORCE Hos compen 


Send for a FREE fies 
colour brochure ; 


beamed 


Phone 


Address 


Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT ¢ FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 
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14 Motoring 


Fast forward to the future 


DN motoring correspondent David Griffiths is mightily impressed by the new VW Caravelle 


The panorama widened in the 
winter gloom of a January after- 
noon and, imperceptibly at first, 
the outline of a large hill began 
to appear. A ruck of bedraggled 
sheep cruised by, seemingly 
impervious to the cold. The hill 
became clearer as it approached. 
Soon I could see white houses 
clustered around it. 

Apart from the odd glance in 
the rear mirror, and the lightest 
pressure on the padded steering 
wheel, life had been utterly 
relaxing for the last ten miles. 

It was difficult to imagine that 
I was in fact locked on to the 
upper legal limit. Such is the 
serenity and effortless travel 
afforded to those fortunate 
enough to be seated in a Volk- 
swagen Caravelle. 

Until you have experienced the 
joys of a real cruise control that 
not only maintains a constant 
speed up-hill and down-dale, 
but remembers what speed you 
were doing until forced to slow 
down, you cannot imagine just 
how relaxing motoring can be. 

Invatravel entered the disabil- 
ity scene in the early 1980s, and 
from the word go, the policy 
was one of specialisation and 
quality. Without fail, it has 
stuck rigidly to the VW and 
steadily improved its conver- 
sions. Today, its reputation for 
quality is renowned. 

This latest offering is a meaty 
five-cylinder Audi 2.5 petrol 
engine powered through a 


INV. 


CONVCRSIONS 


The Volkswagen Caravelle should cruise you safely through the first decade of the next millennium 


superb, butter-smooth electron- 
ically controlled automatic 
transmission. Unlike many of 
its predecessors, it has brakes 
that inspire confidence. Initially 
it suggests staid plodding more 
likely to satisfy grandma’s 
desire for a Sunday afternoon 
ride in the country, but it has 
much more to offer than this. 


Surging power 

Take it in hand and it begs to be 
driven. Indeed driven hard. The 
performance is quite remark- 
able, the power surging from 
those five willing cylinders and 
the gearshifts showing mainly 
as flicks on the tachometer. 
Third was good for over 90 (yes, 
I know it is illegal, so please 
don’t try it, take my word for 
it), with another ratio still to 


go. The road-holding would 
rival many a nifty hatchback. 

Treat it gently and even the 
most nervous of grandmas would 
feel at ease. Creature comforts 
abound:  swivelling “captains 
chairs” with adjustable arm rests; 
head and arm rests for the rear 
passengers too, electric win- 
dows, luxury cloth trim, remov- 
able carpets, dimming fascia 
lights, central locking. 

The fascia is nicely laid out with 
everything where you expect to 
find it, although the rocker 
switches for the lights seemed a 
bit odd — pressing the top rather 
than the bottom for “on”. 

Interestingly, the dip operates 
on a pull-pull principle — excel- 
lent but you need to get used to 
it. The power steering is firm 
and positive, imparting excel- 


The New Volkswagen Caravelle 
by Invatravel Conversions 


Various options of wheelchair access available on this super new model, including: 
* underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts 
° hydraulic lowering rear suspension with spring assisted alloy ramp 
® manual ramps, etc 
Disabled driver ontions for full independence. 


Prices start from £15,500.00 on the road excluding all taxes from which disabled users are exempt. 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid, tel: 01704 506608, 
Fax: 01704 506607. 66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS. 


lent feel and inspiring confi- 
dence even in slippery mud and 
ice. However, it may well not be 
light enough for some (it is con- 
siderably heavier that the Bendix 
recalculating ball unit on my 
Ford Transit for instance). 


‘The degree of security, 
comfort and confidence 
it imparted in me and 
my passengers was 
remarkable’ 


My vehicle included the much- 
refined Ricon “Mirage”  full- 
automatic lift and a_ six-way 
power-operated driver’s _ seat. 
Unfortunately, it tended to foul 
the parking brake at a low posi- 
tion, but, like the lift, worked 


RECOGNISED CONVERTER 


faultlessly. The — ubiquitou | 
Bekker push/pull hand control | 


suit this vehicle and had been well}} 
fitted and adjusted, contributing] 
considerably to overall drivability, 

Not all is wonderful. The silly| 
angled gear selector lever looks! | 
like something for operating aj, 
computer game. The transmis- 
sion feels like it came out of a) 
Mercedes 360 OSL, but not only, 
is it clearly ridiculously short, 
and wrongly positioned, but it}} 
just about defeats all attempts 
at a manual over-ride for those! 
who like to play around with) 
such things. And the ventilation: | 
I never did manage to find a 
happy mid-point between freez- 
ing and travelling in a sauna. 


Difficult transfer | 
Regrettably, VW see fit to raise’ 
the cab area above the floorpan | 
of the rest of the vehicle which 
means driving from a conven-| 
tional wheelchair is impossible. | 
Hence the necessity to transfer, | 
a task greatly eased by the | 
Ricon seat, but not helped by) 
the fact that the two front seats | 
are really too close together; it 
could make life difficult if you | 
have stiff lower limbs. 

VWs have never been cheap or | 
perfect. But they do have a “spe- : 
cialness” about them. VW own- | 
ers have secret greeting codes on 
the road, and VWs last. One 
only has to look at the prolifera- | 
tion of campers with suffix year | 
letters to realise just how tough | 
they are. Down the road, a 1964 
model chirps into life every day | 
to take its owner to work. It has | 
less rust on it than many vehi- | 
cles 25 years younger. i 

You really need to experience | 
it in a wide range of conditions } 
before it can be appreciated. | 
Despite the atrocious weather 
the time I had it, the degree of | 
security, comfort and confi- | 
dence it imparted on me and | 
my passengers was remarkable. | 

As tested, this Invatravel Con- | 
version costs £25,750. There are | 
more basic versions with man- 
ual gearshifts and ramps, and it 
is available through Motability. 

Although it cannot meet the 
needs of the wheelchair user in | 
the same way as the Chrysler — 
Voyager or the Ford Transit, if 
you are able to transfer (or 
merely want a vehicle larger 
than a family car) the VW must 
be top of the list. 

It’s a high price to pay, but 
you get versatility and practical- | 
ity, the Mirage lift leaves the — 
interior uncluttered, the centre — 
seats unclip and can be stowed — 


in the rear, leaving space for 


two wheelchairs and three pas- — 
sengers, plus another up front. 

A Caravelle should cruise you 
safely through the first decade 
of the next millennium, which - 
is more than can be said for 


many of its rivals. 


> 


Invatravel Conversions, tel: 
(01704) 506608, fax: 506607 
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“he National Key Scheme (NKS) 
jounds a good idea. For £2.94 
}ou get a key which opens over 
250 toilets in the UK specially 
dapted for wheelchair users. 

| For another £5, you can buy a 
suide to where all the toilets 
re. You need never be caught 
‘hort again. 

} But does it work like that? 

As a development officer, I 
iravel a lot and meet many 
|.ccess groups. So it was easy to 
jet up a spot check of toilets in 
lifferent parts of the country. 


jow the scheme works 

[he NKS_ was _ introduced 
yecause a growing number of 
ocal authorities and _ other 
prganisations had to lock their 
joilets to counter vandalism 
ind misuse, and to save money; 
}Some 400 local authorities 
have adopted the scheme, plus 
prganisations like British Rail. 
t is run by the Royal Associa- 
jion for Disability and Rehabili- 
ation (RADAR), which sells 
jhe keys and the guide, and 


[Two toilets required a 


alow torch to gain 
antry and neither of 
the others were good 
adverts for north 


: yneside’ 


bublishes a code of practice on 
the standard lock. 

} John Standford explains: “It is 
not RADAR’s policy to encour- 
ige the locking of public toilets 
jor disabled people. It’s more by 
way of accepting the inevitable.” 
| Critics of the NKS say that 
jocal authorities are providing a 
poor service which often causes 
embarrassment — doors won’t 
pen; the toilets are poorly 
bquipped and seldom clean. 


n the pink (literally): Belinda Bray from Ilford’s Access for a Better 
énvironment finds a local public toilet that has it all 


Not wanting to let this go 


unchallenged, I asked  col- 
leagues in five local access 
groups — North Shields, Wilt- 
shire, the Isle of Wight, Crewe 
and Ilford — to carry out an 
informal survey of their NKS 
toilets. I checked some myself. 
We used the same list of ques- 
tions adapted from the “dis- 
abled we scoring system” 
devised by Simon Watson of the 
Disabled Advice Service in Lon- 
don, plus the minimum stan- 
dard. requirements of the Part 
M building regulations (1991). 


Survey results 
Of 30 toilets selected from the 
Guide, eight had shutters and 
padlocks, so there was no access 
at all. Of the remaining 22 (see 
full results in box): 

* Only eight met the minimum 
standards of Part M 
* 17 needed cleaning 


_ ability 


° 14 had no space to turn a 
wheelchair inside the cubicle 

* 10 had no lock on the inside of 
the door 

* seven had no toilet paper. 


Users’ comments 
John Robson: of the North 
Tyneside Coalition of Disabled 
People said: “The results are 
shameful. I only had four toilets 
to survey. Two required a blow 
torch to gain entry and neither 
of the other two were good 
adverts for North Tyneside. 
They are in a tourist area and in 
desperate need of cleaning.” 
Barbara Williams, who per- 
suaded Railtrack to make six 
improvements to its NKS toilet 
on Waterloo station, found that 
in her home town, Devizes, in 
Wiltshire, “three of the toilets 
have notices advising people 


_ without a key to visit an open 


toilet at West Central. But that 
was locked as well.” 

Once inside, however, she 
thought: “As far as public toilets 
go, they are ok.” 

Ann Preston of the Island Dis- 
ability Action Group on the Isle 
of Wight reported that most toi- 
lets are closed in winter and 
those that are open are “shock- 
ing” —a missing door, hand rails 
falling off the wall, frosted glass 
in the door, so anybody could 
see in. When a disabled man vis- 
ited a toilet last autumn, she said, 
he had a nasty electric shock. 

In Crewe, members of the Dis- 
Resource Exchange 
reported that, apart from most 
toilets needing a clean, the stan- 
dard was pretty good. One was 
awarded a gold star. 


Access 15 


should you pay £s to spend a penny? 


\\nd should you find a special convenience is neither special nor 
ponvenient? Some disabled people think the National Key Scheme 
|S great. Others don't. Dave Allcock runs a survey for DN. 


All too familiar? Dave Allcock faces graffiti (/eft), limited space, cold 


water and dirt (above) at an NKS toilet in Hainault. 


DN survey of 30 NKS toilets 


Time for a rethink? 

Even this small survey shows 
that locking toilets does not 
stop vandalism or ensure they 
are kept clean. 

Disabled people may gain 
independent access to public 


toilets nationally, but 
people feel this segregates 
them. And they have to pay. 


some 


Facility Yes No 
NKS toilet accessible 22 8 

NKS locks fitted externally 21 1 

Lock on the inside of door 12 10 
Pull handles fitted to door* 8 14 
Complete set of hand rails* 9 13 
Partial set of hand rails 13 9 
Rotate w/chair outside cubicle 12 10 
Rotate w/chair inside cubicle 8 14 
Toilet seat height extended* 2 19 
Toilet paper holder fitted 7 15 
Toilet paper 15 vf 

Running water 21 1 

Non-slip floor* 6 16 
Clean floor 5 17 
Hand towels or paper 2 10 
Hand drier 12 10 
Coat hook 1 21 
Parcel shelf 0 22 


*Part M minimum requirements 


JAMIE FACER 


Others speak highly of the 
scheme and want it promoted. 
A national standard for public 
toilet facilities would be a start. 
What do you think? 


RADAR, tel: 0171-250 3222. 
Dave Allcock is development 
officer for the Access Commit- 
tee for England. 


Disability 
Today. 


Disability Today is a new monthly television programme for 
_ disabled people, their families and carers, in fact anyone who 
has an interest in disability issues. The programme will provide 
information about leisure, work, education, benefits and curr- 
ent issues in an accessible and entertaining format. Progra- 
mmes will be screened on BBC2 at 4.45am during October 
through April 1996, so get your video machines ready! 
Check Radio Times & Ceefax for details. 


SC “OPE 2 Learning ba 


benefits 


Disability Today is an Open Access Programme 


ZONE 
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16 Comment 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 
Minicom: 0171-436 9914 Fax: 0171-436 4582 


e-mail: dnow@d-access.demon.co.uk 


A baby’s right to life? 


Thank goodness the likes of Dr 
Aidan Macfarlane are trying to 
make people face the facts (DN 
January). Yes, quality of life in 
ratio to cost of same is the key 
factor. All too often, however, 
this seems to be the last consid- 
eration of the “pro life” lobby 
and the over emotional. 

Most of your initial 
correspondents seem to fall into 
this category. Worse still are the 
accusations levelled against Dr 
Macfarlane by Patricia Rock — 
of his not contacting disabled 
people to validate or test out his 
fears. How does she arrive at 
her conclusion? Because the 
doctor “feels that the quality of 
life can only be diminished by 
severe disability.” 

Are there any sane physically 
disabled people around who 
would happily tell a doctor that 
they prefer disablement, the 
more severe the better? Who is 
Ms Rock kidding? 

She also suggests “there are a 
lot of disabled parents who 
could give valuable advice and 
support on the positive 
experience of having a disabled 


Get into gaol 


You reported John Mead’s dif- 
ficulty in visiting Chelmsford 
prison (DN January). 

The Scottish Prison Service is 
already tackling wheelchair 
access. Last November we 
helped them try out their designs 


child.” I sincerely hope not. 
Positive experience for whom? 
Negative for the child when it 
eventually faces life in its teens 
and adulthood in the cold 
outside world. Negative too for 
the taxpayers who have to foot 
the bill for this irresponsibility. 
The disability movement can 
well do without such adverse 
publicity. No wonder Vic 
Finkelstein* (DN February) 
concludes that the disability 
movement has run out of 
steam. It is probably from the 
vast majority trying to distance 
itself from its lunatic fringe. 
Disability rights brings 
disability responsibilities. If one 
wishes to be a parent, and there 
is a strong likelihood of one’s 
disability being passed on, 
team up with a single parent. 
Their children often long for a 
substitute for the missing other 
parent. I know; been there, 
done that, now I’ve got the 
grandad’s t-shirt too. 
Tony Hunt 
Mablethorpe, Lincs 
*See April DN for reactions to 
Vic Finkelstein’s article — Editor. 


for refurbishing the old Victorian 
prison cells and new build designs 
from the point of view of a wheel- 
chair user. It is planned to 
provide wheelchair usable cells 
in Scottish prisons as soon as 
the programme allows. 

Jane Oldfield 

CCD Design & Ergonomics 
Egham, Surrey 


First Class personal attention 
All Single Rooms 


Views of open countryside 


Competitive rates 


Need a Break for Yourself or your Carer? 
if so 


Helen Ley House 


Providing Respite Care for People with Multiple Sclerosis 
Offers You 


Qualified Nursing Staff at all times 
Varied choice of Menu including Special Diets 


Daily Outings and other Leisure activities 
Physiotherapy: Aromatherapy: Yoga 
Hairdressing service available on site 
Transport Service from Midlands possible 


Still interested? 

Then write or telephone: The Helen Ley Home, 
Bericote Road, Blackdown, LEAMINGTON SPA 
CV32 6QP. Tel: 01926 313550. Fax: 01926 888972 
Reg. Charity No. 288362 
A warm welcome awaits all our guests old and new 


Take action 
on pavement 
parking 


The law is an ass (Letters, DN 
January). To have parked on 
the pavement, you must have 
driven on it; even driving two 
wheels on the pavement to park 
is “driving on it”. 

I am chairman of the South 
Derbyshire Access Group and | 
can assure you that, if you take 
all the details of the car/lorry 
parked on the pavement, you 
will be successful in getting the 
driver taken to court. I was. 
Norman Armal 
Swadlincote, Derbyshire 


According to police at 
Lewisham, the Metropolitan 
Police always “book” motorists 
who park on the pavement. 
Lawrence Hay 

London SE13 


Iam registered blind and find it 
a problem almost every day. I 
tell the drivers if they are 
around, but a better idea is to 
tell the local police, as this 
avoids any unpleasant dialogue, 
or being pushed out of the way, 
as I have been in the past. 

Len White 

Cirencester, Gloucestershire 


I have written to my MP to 
pass a copy of Brenda Ewart’s 
letter to the Minister for Dis- 
abled People. 

C Shore 

Bargoed, Mid Glamorgan 


Car adaptations 


As a vehicle converter for the 
disabled market, we are in full 
agreement that a code of prac- 
tice should be set for our indus- 
try (DN February), which would 
not only protect the disabled, 
but help purchasers to define 
far more accurately like for like. 

It is because of Constable’s 
commitment to safety that our 
Carchair System and associated 
fittings have been crash tested 
in the USA and met their 
stringent safety requirements. 
This system has been used in the 
Peugeot 806 conversion. 

Whilst we cannot be held 
responsible for the safety of the 
base vehicle, our company does 
everything we can to build in 
extra strength where it has been 
necessary to remove parts of 
the structure. 

It is acknowledged that vehicle 
manufacturers do not approve 
major or minor conversions due 
to the requirements of their 
public liability insurances. In 
more than 16 years, I have never 
had a public liability claim. 
David J B Constable 
Constables Ltd, East Sussex 


Student diary 


Oh dear, | 
overdid it 


Marigold Hope writes: 

I’ve been back in Edinburgh for 
three weeks of my second term. 
My time and energy have been 
spent seeing doctors, chiroprac- 
tors, podiatrists and psysiother- 
apists and adjusting my life to 
their verdicts and my pain levels. 

I treated last term as a testing 
ground to discover how much 
my disabilities limit me. Student 
life is extremely active. I overdid 
it, and I’m suffering the 
consequences. I can’t write, 
concentrate on my werk or 
sleep because of pain. But I 
hope the upper body “strain” in 
my arms, hands, neck and back 
is only temporary. My life-long 
leg problems probably set it off. 
To get my legs back to their 
previous state I’m only meant 
to walk when it is necessary. 

To prevent future damage, I 
need to make permanent 
changes, like not ever carrying 
extra weight, such as a bag, 
books or shopping. This is easier 
said than done, especially when 
you are a student and enjoy your 
independence. I am getting a 
locker in the library and applying 
for a disability grant for taxis. 

There are still problems to 
resolve, such as getting from a 
lecture to the library or union 
for lunch. I cannot always rely 
on friends to take my bag. Also, 
getting heavy books from 
shelves to photocopiers on 
other floors is difficult. 

There are other frustrations. I 
accept I cannot stride off to the 
gym with my friends and that 
the only exercise I should do is 
aquaerobics. Yet my hesitant 
shoemakers have to decide if 
they will and can make me a 
foot raiser for the water. 
Meanwhile, I’m stuck. My 


Route rage 

Britain’s first talking bus stop in 
Leeds got off to a fine start in 
January by colourfully swearing 
at its customers instead of telling 
them the best way to get to their 
destination. A hacker is suspec- 
ted of breaking into the system 
and tampering with it. Maybe he 
wasn’t so far off the mark. Isn’t 
that the usual response you get 
when you ask for directions? 


Toys ‘r’ us 

Labour-run Derby city council 
is selling a range of disabled 
dolls to schools and playgroups 


independence and jolly spirits 
seem to be slipping away. 

My mum has always been 
there in the past, and my close 
friends from home were 
supportive, but knew me well. 
Here I have lots of friends, 
whom I’m not very close to yet. 
Friendships at this stage are 
still very conditional. Friend- 
ship groups keep changing. 

One of my new friends, 
Sarah, is a wheelchair user. It is 
fantastic sharing experiences 
with her, such as how we 
would sound like depressives if 
we told everyone the truth every 
time they asked how we are. 

I’ve had these big lows before. 
I used to think the limitations 
would lessen, but time has 
shown the opposite. I’m eager 
to get through the maze of 
adjustments and yet more 
treatment, then I can get on 
with my work, friendships, 
activity in water — my life. 

I let my work take a back seat 
and I’ve used my free time to see 
friends, go to beautiful coffee 
shops and bars and the cinema. 

Although it almost felt like I 
had had enough of disability 
issues, I went to two disability 
committee meetings. I learnt 
that Edinburgh is severely 
lagging behind Dundee, which 
has a full time coordinator for 
students with special needs. 

There is a support group for 
dyslexics at Edinburgh and I 
want to set up one for people 
with other disabilities. Also, I 
want to campaign on lifts being’ 
allowed to run for 24 hours 
instead of stopping at 11.30 in 
halls. (Sarah and I have had to 
be carried up on occasion.) 

Now we’ve talked, we’ve got 
to make it happen. 


to “dispel types and myths 
about people of different abili- 
ties”. On offer are a deaf balle- 
rina, a one-legged ski 
instructor and a blind man 
with a stick. They cost £17, not 
including accessories like 
crutches, a hearing aid or leg 
and elbow supports, which are 
extra. The scheme has been 
slammed by a local Conserva- 
tive councillor. Perhaps he’d 
rather they stayed out of sight. 


Where’s the bubbly? 
Motability’s AGM last month 
caused a stir. No “bubbly”, no 
caviar-coated bikkies. Just tea, 
followed by wine and nibbles, 
“like Mr Burt’s Xmas bash”. A 
new image for 796, maybe? 


-—eeeee—————— eee EEE 
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Parent’s voice 17 


‘The test for dyslexia was 


tne starting point of 
Alexander's liberation’ 


Tanya Faludy talks about her son who, at 12, has helped her write a book about his life 


Alexander was bullied at his 
old school. “In a strange way, I 
hoped they would hurt me 
badly enough for something to 
be done about it, so the tor- 
ment would stop. It was a hope 
that I half hid from myself, and 
even now am only beginning to 
understand,” he says. 

When I listened to his voice on 
tape — he has abandoned writing 
—I felt both privileged and 
distressed at the insight it gave 
into the cries for help of a child 
forced into the role of victim. 

There is a tendency in 
children seeking security for 
themselves to unite against 
anyone who is different. The 
perceived inadequacies of that 
person are exploited, leaving 
the victim viewed, in 
Alexander’s words, as a 
“repellent or alien animal”. 

This is all too familiar for 
many people with dyslexia. 
Physically they appear the same 
and so do not attract the 
consideration that a more 
obviously disabled child might 
receive. Their clumsiness often 
leaves them on the periphery of 
games. The poor appearance of 
their written work makes them 
targets for humiliation. 


Test of ability 

This was certainly our experi- 
ence with Alexander, who has 
severe dyslexia. He would often 
come home in tears. It took all 
our ingenuity to restore his self 
confidence. 

But it can be done! The test 
for dyslexia was the starting 
point of Alexander’s liberation 
from conventional judgement. 
It gave a reason for his lack of 
coordination. It also 
highlighted his strengths. I was 
determined that he would be 
judged by these, rather than by 
what he could not achieve. 

On the basis of the educational 
psychologist’s report, he was 
accepted by Mensa. This 
verified the nature of his ability. 
All too often, schools regard 
parents of children with 
dyslexia as pushy individuals 
with unrealistic expectations. 

But being a Mensa member 
did not relieve Alexander of the 
misery of having to write out his 
spelling mistakes in his break 
and missing his school milk in 
the process. The battle to get 


him accepted on his own terms 
was far from over. 

We followed up the many 
recommendations in the 
educational psychologist’s 
report. These included visiting 
an occupational therapist, an 
opthalmist, a speech therapist 
and undergoing a programme of 
instrumental enrichment tuition 
and touch typing lessons. But 
the recurring theme was that 
Alexander’s mind just did not 
function through the medium of 
writing. The ear was his 
primary input and his best 
method of expression was orally 
on to tape. 

We had to convince the 
examination boards. Here 
again, the educational 
psychologist’s report was 
essential. Parents should find 
out how their child works best 
and submit the method of 
working, along with the 
reports, well in advance of 
exams. Alexander passed 
English Literature GCSE aged 
nine and A level at 11. 

We tried other approaches as 
well. Touch typing did not help 


Alexander with mum: “I am happier now than I have ever been” 


because, even with the aid of a 
computer, Alexander’s hands 
could not work quickly enough. 
This does work very well for 


MARC HILL 


some people with dyslexia and 
examination boards can be 
persuaded to accept it. Each 
child is an individual. 


(D) 


Is is not easy to find a school 
that is able to grasp the nature 
of these difficulties and actively 
promote the needs of the 
individual. It took us a long 
time to find Milton Abbey 
School in Dorset, but I’m glad 
we did because it respects all its 
pupils a number of whom 
also have learning difficulties — 
as the individuals that they are. 
Alexander is now taking an 
Open University degree. 

In my view, people with 
dyslexia are special. Their 
minds seem differently 
configured in that, while unable 
to make connections that so 
many take for granted, they 
have an apparently unique 
synthesising talent. We were 
able to find where Alexander’s 
abilities lay and, by so doing, 
liberate him from the 
constraints of his dyslexia. 

I would urge other parents of 
children with dyslexia to 
explore and encourage their 
children’s strengths so that they 
too can be evaluated on their 


“own terms and not by those of 


an ill-fitting mould. Alexander 
said of his own situation: “I felt 
free in a way I hadn’t before: 
free of the ropes that tie 
intellectual thought down ina 
dyslexic — the concentration on 
letter formation, writing and 
spelling. It’s my mind which can 
work, rather than my hands 
which can’t. I use my mouth 
and not my pen. I am happier 
now than I have ever been before 
in my twelve years of existence.” 


A Little Edge of Darkness by 
Tanya and Alexander Faludy, 
£9.95 from Jessica Kingsley 
Publishers or bookshops 


onstables unique Carchair system provides the ultimate freedom and 


independence for the wheelchair user. By adapting into either the passenger 


or drivers seat of a standard production car; the Carchair eliminates the need to 


purchase a special vehicle. 


Comprising of a specially designed wheelchair and lift system the Carchair is 


extremely simple to operate. 


To arrange a free demonstration of this, or any Constables product without obligation, 


please telephone or write. 


Constastes Ltp ¢ Dept DN © Freepost (BR1032) * WesTHAM ® PEvENsEY ® East Sussex * BN24 5BR ® TeLepHone: (01323) 767574 
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18 Short breaks 


Sun, sea 
and sharks 


Rosalind Collins has a fishy tale to tell 
about her family’s trip to Great Yarmouth 


Just when you thought it was safe... Great Yarmouth Sea Life Centre 


FOR THE SOLUTION. 


EXTRA 


PRODUCTS & SERVICES CONTACT: 


POWINTING 
GONVERSIONS 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


WE OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, FROM HAND CONTROLS TO 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE AND WHEELCHAIR DRIVER VEHICLES, AND 
EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN. IF YOU HAVE A MOBILITY PROBLEM CALL US 


A visit to the pub with her dad 
was the highlight of eight-year 
old Shannon’s holiday. “She 
came back with a big grin on 
her face. It’s the little things 
that make a holiday,” says mum 
Rosalind. But the Collins’ 
found there was a lot more to 
Great Yarmouth than pubs. 

They opted for a camping 
holiday after a disastrous trip 
to Butlin’s at Skegness (DN, 
November 1994). Shannon has 
cerebral palsy and is a 
wheelchair user. “She couldn’t 
get into the toilets and they were 
dirty with holes in the floor.” 

This time they stayed at the 
Vauxhall Holiday Park in Great 
Yarmouth. Camping gave them 
the freedom to eat and sleep 
when they wanted. The facilities 
on site were excellent — ramps 
everywhere and easily accessible 
toilets and showers. 

The Collins’ had a packed 


week. They went to a candle 


COURIER 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND LITERATURE ON OUR RANGE OF 


FARADAY ROAD 
CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST. 
SALISBURY 

WILTSHIRE 

SP2 7NR 


01722 336048 


Hold tight: Rosalind and Shannon take a ride at the Pleasure Beach 


A warm Welsh 


factory where visitors are shown 
how candles are sculpted. They 
took two boat trips including 
one to Scobey Sands to see the 
local seals. “It was the first time 
Shannon had been on a boat 
and she loved it.” 

As well as seals, Shannon 
came face to face with the local 
sharks. The Great Yarmouth 
Sea Life Centre has a walk- 
through glass tunnel. Sharks and 
other fish swim over your head. 
Shannon was also able to put 
her hand in the water and touch 
a flat fish. “She loved it. It was 
something she’d never 
experienced before.” 


Factfile 

Vauxhall Holiday Park, 
tel: (01493) 857231 
The Candle Maker, 


tel: (01493) 330206 
Great Yarmouth Sea Life 
Centre, tel: (01493) 330631 


Qo | Ca 
Ever fancied a city break? Last 
May I celebrated my 50th 
birthday by fulfilling a lifelong 
ambition. My husband John 
and I flew to Florence. 

We stayed in the 18th century 
Hotel Baglioni. We had a huge 
bedroom and bathroom big 
enough to turn my wheelchair 
round in. There were lifts to all 
floors and a roof garden with a 
wonderful view of Florence’s red 
tiled roofs, and the Duomo 
cathedral. 

We breakfasted on bowls of 
fresh fruit salad, plates of ham, 
salami and cheese and 
croissants and marmalade. 
After that, on most days, we 
didn’t eat again till the evening! 

On Sunday we were picked up 
by my old friend Ann and went 
to her house just outside 
Florence. We ate in the family’s 
olive orchard and the food was 
cooked in their own olive oil. 
During the meal we heard a 
nightingale singing in the trees. 

Buses were not very accessible 
but somehow we managed to 
get where we wanted with the 
help of willing hands. On 
Monday we took a bus up a 
steep, winding road to San 
Miniator where you get a 
stupendous view of Florence. 

We went to the monastery of 
San Marco the following day. 
John carried me upstairs. Here 


Douglas Donald talked to Hannah Crabtree ak 


Situated in Trerhyngyll, a small 
village in the Vale of 
Glamorgan, the Jane Hodge 
Resort Hotel is right in the 
middle of the countryside for 
which Wales is famous. Douglas 
Donald first read about the 
hotel in DN. He had never 
explored the south-west and 
decided it was well worth a try. 

On his first visit, he drove 
from his home in Scotland to 
Wales. This time he decided to 
fly, but this was not without 
complications. Having booked 
ona British Airways Jetstream 
from Edinburgh to Cardiff, he 
had to change his plans after 
finding out that Jetstreams 
were not suitable for 
wheelchair users. 

Douglas ended up flying to 
Bristol where he was met by a 
courtesy car laid on by BA to 
make up for their mistake and 
driven to his hotel. 

One advantage of the hotel is 


that it has an adapted minibus 


that can take guests on day 
trips round the local area. 


Douglas has visited a variety 
of attractions including the 
Museum of Welsh Life, the 
Rhondda Heritage Centre (a 
converted colliery), Porthcawl 
beach and even a crystal 
factory. On his last visit they 
joined the high flyers for an 
RAF air display at St Athen. 

Out of all the places he has 


Local history: the Museum of Welsh | 
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lorence at fift 


y 


iten celebrated her half century with fine art and great food in Italy 


on the river: dramatic scenery includes the Ponte Vecchio bridge spanning the river Arno 


is frescoes of Fra Angelico bring 
-olour into the bareness and 

| of the monks’ cells. 

| regret was that I couldn’t take my 
istered wheelchair. The plane only 
|r folding chairs. I could have done 
|ng round Florence’s bumpy streets. 
| and a rest we went to the Uffizi 

| look at works by Michelangelo 
irdo da Vinci. It is wise to have an 
> paintings you want to see or you 
ider round forever. 

ance is up about five steps and, 

t inside, my wheelchair would not 


elcome 


his visit to the valleys 


smeston Lakes stick in his mind. 
lime quarry that’s been converted 
ntry park. If you’re feeling 

us they offer canoeing and sailing. I 
2d being out in the open air.” 

syll is a very small village (we’re 
souple of houses) and offers little in 
fnight life. But the nearby town of 
e has plenty of pubs if you want to 
e local brews. 


rardiff 


WALES TOURIST BOARD 


fit in the lift. A helpful 
attendant found a lift I could 
use. Wheelchair users have to 
be flexible about time. 

We celebrated my birthday on 
Wednesday with Ann. That 
afternoon she took us to the 
lovely statue and water strewn 
Bobboli Gardens. She had 
brought a gorgeous cake and a 
flask of tea and we sat in the 
shade looking out over a lake 
and had a real English tea. 

That evening we found a 


Douglas Donald: pleased 


Douglas describes the hotel 
facilities as top class. “The staff 
are tremendous and nothing is 
too much trouble. There’s an 
accessible pool and gym. It’s 
easy to wheel around and there 
are no narrow doors. The toilets 
are spacious and all the rooms 
I’ve had had roll-in showers.” 

Douglas sees the hotel “as a 
good example to others. It is 
well worth a visit.” 


Factfile 
Jane Hodge Hotel run by 
John Grooms, tel: (01446) 
7/2008 
Wales Tourist Board, 
tel: (01222) 499909 : 

Accessible Wales: a guide 

_ for visitors with disabilities — 

free, tel: (01222) 475226 


JOHN AUSTEN 


Factfile 
Hotel Baglioni, tel: 00 39 


55 23580 
Italian Tourist Office, 
tel: 0171-408 1254 


restaurant with no menu. They 
said “you can have this or this” 
according to what was freshest 
and best on the market that day. 
I had delicious stuffed rabbit. 
After more sightseeing on 
Thursday, we went back to the 
hotel and hadn’t been in more 
than ten minutes when a waiter 
came with a bottle of 
Spumante in an ice bucket “for 
Mrs Austen’s birthday” with 
the compliments of the 
manager. We had supper in the 
Baglioni’s restaurant, looking 
over the dome of the cathedral 
as the daylight gradually faded. 
The taxi driver who called to 
take us to the airport on Friday 
blanched when he saw my 
wheelchair. As John folded it 
and put it in the boot a relieved 
grin came over his face. At the 
airport a van with tail and 
front lifts got me to the plane. 
As we drove away from 


Stanstead airport John quipped: 


“T went to Florence with a 
woman in her 40s but came 
home with one in her SOs.” 


John and Jo plan their trip 
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DAVE TAYLOR 


They’re off to 
sunny Spain 


Congratulations to Gordon Little and his wife 
Doreen from Gloucester. They’ve won our 
£600 holiday competition (DN January) and 
will be jetting off to Palma in Majorca with 
leading specialist travel firm Access Travel in 
April. They also win free holiday insurance, 
supplied by The Norman Insurance Co and 
Perry Gamble & Co. 

Gordon’s name was the first to be pulled out of the hat 
beating over 450 other entries. He was “gobsmacked” when 
he found out he’d won. “I can’t believe it,” he said “I’ve never 
won anything in my life.” 


Win a fintastic fishing trip 


If you missed out on our Spanish holiday don’t despair. There’s 
still time to win an all-expenses-paid fishing trip to Scotland’s 
beautiful River Doon, sponsored by Total Hygiene. You could 
win a stay in a top hotel and enjoy fly-fishing in one of 
Scotland’s most exclusive fishing areas. Closing date: 31 May 
1996. For how to enter see February’s DN or tel: 0171-636 5020. 


Super 
American 
Dusters 


These impregnated dusters will pick up dirt and dust and will polish in one go. 
Each cotton mop head is treated with a paraffin wax and will last for years. 
When you've finished, just shake the mop — it’s that easy. In fact the dirtier it 
gets, the better it seems to work. There is a mini version (30cm long) and a 
giant version (60cm long). One mini duster is £9.95, or save £2.00 on a pair at 
£17.90. The giant duster is £14.95, or save £3.00 

ona mini and giant together at only £21.90. If 

not delighted, just return for a refund. 01483 268888 


| enclose my cheque/PO (no cash) for £ made payable to DN duster 
offer. Or debit my {_] Access |_] Visa Card No. Expiry date 


pales ae leis 


. Name (Capitals please) 


Address 


Postcode 


Daytime phone Signature 

Orders are processed within 48 hrs 
of receipt. Please allow 21-28 days 
for delivery. If you are not satisfied, 
we will refund your money if you 
return the goods undamaged 
within a week. 


Please send me: minis/ giants 
Send to: DN duster offer, JEM House, Little 


Mead, Cranleigh, Surrey, GU6 8ND 


DNO0020 
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Dublin’s fair city 


From Joyce to Jameson's: Michael Morgan tastes life by the Liffey 


I went to Dublin at the end of a 


touring holiday. My companion 
and I had travelled the length of 


Ireland’s west coast. The idea 
of ending up in Dublin for a 
weekend of sloth and indul- 
gence was too good to miss. 
We booked into the 
sumptuous Jury’s Hotel in 
Ballsbridge. Access was good: 
our room was equipped with 
lots of disabled gadgetry 
including an electric ceiling 
hoist from bed to bathroom. 
Such accessibility comes at a 
price, however. Jury’s is one of 
Dublin’s more expensive hotels. 
Outside the hotel, access was 
not so good. Central Dublin is 
compact. It is concentrated on 
the northern and southern 
banks of the Liffey and a few 
streets beyond. There were few 
visible concessions to the 
disabled traveller. Dubliners 
themselves, of course, will rush 
to help at a single glance. The 
famed friendliness of the 
inhabitants is entirely accurate. 


Magnificent: Christ C 


Our first port of call was to see 
the Book of Kells in Trinity 
College Library. This is a must 
for visitors. It is a richly 
embossed, illustrated 
manuscript of the gospels, 
probably written by teams of 
monks in the eighth century and 


hurch Cathedral 


IRISH TOURIST OFFICE 


On to lunch at Bewley’s 
Oriental Café in nearby 
Grafton Street, another must. 
Bewley’s is only “accidentally 
accessible”. It has a level 
entrance and a flat dining room 
floor. The loos are all upstairs 
and best forgotten about. 

An afternoon’s shopping in 


Grafton Street and the nearby 
Temple Bar (trés chic but also 
trés expensive) was interrupted 
by a desperate search for an 
adapted loo. If any city needs a 
guide to toilets, it’s Dublin. 

We saw a production of TS 
Eliot’s Murder in the 
Cathedral, set in the 
magnificent surroundings of 
Christ Church Cathedral, 
Dublin’s oldest and finest. 

St Patrick’s Cathedral is also 
worth a look. It will be forever 
associated with its most 
famous dean — Jonathan Swift. 

Another unmissable gem is 
found on O’Connell Street, 
Dublin’s main thoroughfare. 
This is a modernist folly, 
dreamed up by the city’s 
literary élite. Basically it’s a 
figure of a woman over whom 
a stream of water runs. It 
symbolises the spirit of 
Dublin, Anna Fluviovna, lying 
in the Liffey — an icon drawn 
from James Joyce’s Finnegan’s 
Wake. 

Literary pretentiousness, 
however, cuts no ice with the 
broad mass of Dubliners who, 
famed for their wit the world 
over, re-christened it “The 
Floosie in the Jacuzzi”. And so 
it has been known ever since. 

And the pubs, oh the priceless 


Michael Morgan: ‘Oh, the pubs 


pubs. Frankly I could, and did, 
forget all about access and a lo 
more besides over a triple 
Jameson’s in The Oscar Wilde. 
The crack — in the Irish 
meaning of “excitement 
generated in the company of 
others” — was unbelievable, 
reason in itself to pay a visit to 
“me jewel and darlin’ Dublin”. 


Factfile 

Jury’s Hotel, tel: 00 35 31 
660 5000 

Irish Tourist Office, 

tel: 0171-493 3201 
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found at Kells, County Louth. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 


Make your trip easy 


Tripscope can help with your travel plans, finds Rod Hermeston 


> ‘ea O P L FE Planning a break can be a long gives advice on a range of travel simplest, 
haul unless you know the short needs from taking a holiday to cheapest way 
cuts. Tripscope can help with going shopping. to get from 
Fl Ig hts from Lon don free travel information for dis- “Disabled people should be Aylesham in 
abled and elderly people. able to plan their travel with Kent to 
Ma n ch este a Bi rm i ng h am It was set up by Claudia the same amount of effort as Hampshire ‘ 
Flanders, now vice-chairman of anyone else,” says Claudia. by bus. “It’s Claudia Flander 
& G lasg OW to Am ste rdam ; the Disabled People’s Transport It is up to you to make the great for 


Advisory Committee. As the 
wife of wheelchair user 
Michael Flanders, she used to 
make travel arrangements for 
Flanders and Swan, the team 


those who’ve got plenty of 
brain but not the physical 
abilities they used to.” 

Della Cordingley, 63, walks 
with sticks and sometimes uses 
a wheelchair. Tripscope put het 
in touch with the travel care 
staff at Gatwick airport, who 
helped her on and off coaches 
and attended to the luggage 
when she went abroad. 

Most of the charity’s 
information workers are 
disabled. “Everybody is 
different,” says Jim Bennett, 
senior information officer. “Fo! 
example, if someone travelling 
on a train, who cannot walk fa 
has a catheter and a leg bag, we 
need to know that because the 
Disabled Living Foundation ha 
an excellent booklet with 
practical continence advice.” 

“It’s about instilling confidence 
We see it as a large part of our 
job to give encouragement based 
on our Own experience.” 


arrangements, but Tripscope 
can point you in the right 
direction. Advice can range 
from information on local 
voluntary groups who provide 


Dublin, Paris, Florida, 
Majorca, Costa Almeria, 
Tenerife & Algarve, Gites and 
canal cruisers in France. 


Winter activity holidays in 
Norway winter 96/97 
Accessible Accommodation 
Guaranteed. 


London calling: Bernadette and George Cooke got advice for a visit 


that brought us “Mud, mud, 
glorious mud”. 

“T found out a lot about how 
airlines, travel agents and car 
hire firms can all link up. But 
you need to tell them this is 
straightforward. It’s a question 
of avoiding certain difficulties 
and knowing certain facts.” 

Tripscope began in 1986. It 


transport to organisations giving 
assistance abroad. It also has 
lists of specialist holiday firms. 
George Cooke of Exeter has 
restricted mobility. He and his 
wife are looking forward to 
visiting London. Tripscope has 
told them about accessible 
transport and entertainments. 
Avril Fox, 79, got advice on the 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 
16 Haweswater Ave, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL 


Tel: 01942 888844 


Tripscope Helplines: 
London tel: 0181-9949294 
Bristol tel: (0117) 9414094 
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.et’s rock: Stephen Cowan at 
Mencap’s Bowles Centre 


\ stay at the Calvert Trust in 
<ielder, Northumberland was 
espite care with a difference 
or Caron Walker from 
Northumberland. Mum of two 
Daron has cerebral palsy and is 
t wheelchair user. When her 
wusband went on a course for a 
veek her local social services 
lepartment suggested the 
Jalvert Trust. They offered 24 
our care and could accommo- 
late Alex, five, and eight-year- 
Id Carly. 

But the Calvert Trust offers 
nuch more than care. In a week 
Caron and the children found 
hemselves abseiling, rock 
‘limbing, orienteering, 
swimming and sailing. 


Get up and go for it! 


So, relaxing on a beach isn’t your style. Why not burn off that excess energy on an 
adventure holiday? Alison Miller and Hannah Crabtree find out what’s on offer. 


Caron especially liked 
abseiling. This can be done in a 
wheelchair but she opted to go it 
alone. “I wasn’t scared, I like 
things like that.” 

The centre was happy to 
accommodate everyone’s needs. 
“You weren’t restricted to what 
time you had to go to bed and 
get up. The staff couldn’t be 
more helpful.” 

Caron has already been back 
once and has two weeks 
booked this year. “I would 
recommend it as a holiday or 
respite care. The instructors are 
very well trained. It is an ideal 
opportunity to try things for 
the first time.” The Calvert 
Trust’s latest centre, in Exmoor, 
opens in April. 

Mencap offer activity holidays 
for people with learning 
difficulties. They supervise a 
range of outdoor activities at 
centres around the country. 

Stephen Cowan spent six days 
at the Bowles Outdoor Centre 
in Kent last August. As well as 
rock climbing and water sports, 
Bowles has the added 
attraction of two, large, open- 
air, dry-ski slopes. 


Stephen, a keen swimmer 
who has won several 
competitions, had an active 
week rock climbing, 
swimming, skiing, horse riding 
and abseiling. He would 
recommend the holidays to 
others “if they had the 
mobility to take part in them”. 

Churchtown Outdoor 
Adventure Centre is a Scope- 
run centre for people with all 
levels of mobility. 

Set in the beautiful Cornish 
countryside, it offers lots of 
activities. As well as sports, you 
can learn about photography, 
painting and bird watching. 

Centre director David Owens 
says their aim is “to provide 
accessible outdoor activities for 
people with profound and 
multiple disabilities”. 


Free offer for 


DN readers 


We’ve got ten copies of the 
Which? Hotel Guide 1996 
for the first readers to 
send their name and 
address to Which? Book 
Offer, DN, 12 Park Cres- 
cent, London W1N 4EQ. 


SPECIALISTS IN 
WORLDWIDE 
TRAVEL 
FOR THE 
DISABLED 


ESCAPE NEXT WINTER 
to the ultimate dream 
island on our escorted tour to 


Relax as we escort you through all the sights, sounds and culture 
of this truly unique and magical destination, departing 
7th November 1996 for 14 nights. Cost per person £1,399.00 
based on two sharing. Places are extremely limited so to avoid 
disappointment contact 


A.T.S. Travel now, 


on: Tel: 01708 863198 


or write to: 


ATS Travel, ATS House, 1 Tank Hill Road, 
Purfleet, Essex RM16 1SX 


MEMBER 


American Society 
of Travel Agents 


Integrity in Travel 


ATS Travel are retail agents for 
ATOL holders and ALL our holidays are FULLY BONDED 


—— 


Horsin’ around at the Churchtown Outdoor Adventure Centre 


In line with this, they have just 
opened a new indoor climbing 
wall adapted so that severely 
disabled people can 
“experience the excitement of a 
real climb, under safe, 
controlled conditions”. 
Strapped into a harness with 
total body support, people 
with little mobility are able to 
power themselves up a vertical 
rock face. 


Calvert Trust Exmoor, 

tel: (01598) 763221 
Calvert Trust Keswick, 

tel: (01768) 772254 
Calvert Trust Kielder, 

tel: (01434) 250232 
Mencap’s Holiday Service, 
tel: (01706) 54111 
Churchtown Adventure 
Centre, tel: (01208) 872148 
Association for all Speech 
Impaired Children has activ- 


ity weeks for young people 


with language difficulties, 
tel: 0171-236 3632. 

Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Adventure Group has 
parachuting, water-skiing 
and more, tel: (01734) 
835555. 

The Stackpole Centre in 
Pembrokeshire has outdoor 
activities, arts and drama, 
tel: (01646) 661664. 

Royal Association of 
Disability and 
Rehabilitation produce three 
Holiday Fact Packs with 
useful holiday information. 
£5, tel: 0171-250 3222. 


Access for all 


with 


The National Trust 


WINNER OF 1995 HOLIDAY CARE “TOURISM FOR ALL” 
AWARD FOR “BEST NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANISATION IN THE TOURISM INDUSTRY.” 


Planning a day out? Going on holiday? Why not visit our 
historic houses and gardens or enjoy some of the beautiful 
countryside and coast that we protect in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland? You might like to try one of our adapted 
holiday cottages; a list is available, or send £1 (despatch 


cost) for a full colour brochure. 


The National Trust provides enjoyable and comfortable days 
out for its many visitors with disabilities. The necessary 
companion of a disabled member or visitor will be given free 


admission on request. 


Full access details are given in the Trust’s annual 56 page 
information booklet for visitors with disabilities, sponsored in 
1996 by Barclays, and available also in large print and on 
tape; sections will be Brailled on request. Send a stamped 
addressed adhesive label (minimum postage) to: 


Valerie Wenham 

Dept DN 

The National Trust 

36 Queen Anne’s Gate 
London SW1H 9AS 
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A change for the better 


Need a lift or loo? If independence means making adaptations, a home improvement 
agency may be the answer. Alison Miller finds out what help you can get. 


Home adaptations can make a 
big difference to your life. 
Retired wardrobe mistress 
Aggie Edwards broke her neck 
in an accident 20 years ago. She 
has limited mobility and severe 
pain from arthritis. She used to 
have to crawl up the stairs to 
her bedroom until her occupa- 
tional therapist (OT) suggested 
a home improvement agency. 

Metropolitan Care and 
Repair in Haringey installed a 
stair lift and Clos-o-Mat toilet 
in her home. Since the 
adaptations, she’s never looked 
back: “It’s amazing. I can’t 
believe it. What did I used to do 
before?” 

There are home improvement 
agencies all over the country 
that can help with adaptations 
to enable elderly and disabled 
people stay in their own homes. 
They can be independent 
charities, part of housing 
associations or run by the local 
authority. 

They help with advice and 
adaptations of all kinds and 
determine eligibility for grants 
and how much financial 
assistance you will get. 

Aggie was referred to Care 
and Repair by her OT who 
thought the adaptations were 
necessary. But even if you go to 
an agency independently, an 
OT will have to assess your 


Made a difference: Ann Sands with her new shower 


case. They will look at the 
facilities you have in your 
home, your disability and how 
it affects you, and then 
determine what is “necessary 
and appropriate”. 

It sounds straightforward but 
this process can take time. 


if you 
are experiencing 
difficulties in 
showering or bathing, 
We have the solution 
to your problem 


Manufacturing specialists in 
shower bases & enclosures 
for those with special needs. 


Innovative care products for independent living. 
Check what we can offer you. 


FREE Survey 


5 YEAR guarantee & quality 
Standard 1SO9002 


Full after sales service 


A wide range of products 
with colour choice 


INVA-DEX LTD. 
66-68 Manchester Road, Chapel-En-Le-Frith, via Stockport, 


Derbyshire, SK12 6RZ. Tel: 01298 816366 Fax: 01298 816106 
BROCHURE REQUEST FREE PHONE 0800 716652 


ALISON MILLER 


According to Eastbourne Care 
and Repair project manager 
Stephen Will there is a national 
shortage of OTs. “The service 
is not as good as we would 
wish. You can wait several 
years for an assessment in 
Eastbourne.” 


The ittFangar Freestyle 


A Stylish Compact Elevating Powered Chair 
designed to gain YOU ACCESS to everyday rights 


ye 
Yy ae 
Se 


CONTACT: Sales Dept. TF angar International Ltd., 
Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF, Wales, U.K. 


Tel: 01544 267674 Fax: 01544 260287 


The Eastbourne service is also 
feeling the strain of the 
Government’s Care in the 
Community policy. “When we 
started Eastbourne Care and 
Repair, we helped elderly people 
and occasionally saw disabled 
people. Now we help more and 
more disabled people.” 

Ann Sands heard about 
Eastbourne Care and Repair 
through her local Disability 
Action Group. She has arthritis 
and was finding it increasingly 
difficult to take a bath. Care 
and Repair arranged to have her 
bath taken out and a shower 
with a drier put in. She also had 
a Clos-o-Mat toilet installed. 


Independent living 

Ann was very happy with the 
work: “My husband had to 
help me in and out of the bath. 
Now it’s much quicker and 
makes me more independent.” 
But the whole process did take 
over a year. 

Once an OT has decided what 
adaptations should be made 
you can apply for a Disabled 
Facilities Grant (DFG). Anyone 
registered or registerable as 
disabled can apply. So can 
someone who shares 
accommodation with a 
disabled person or a landlord 
on behalf of a disabled tenant. 

You can get a grant for up to 


fy 


£20,000. If the cost is more, 
extra money is sometimes give 
but this varies according to 
your local authority. 

The grants are means tested 7 
and all your income will be 
taken into account. You may g 
a grant to cover the whole cost| 
of the job or you may only get 
partial funding or none at all. | 

“The grants system is 
confusing. Hence people don’t} 
apply,” says Stephen Will. This} 
is where he believes an agency | 
is vital. They can do everything 
from arranging an OT | 
assessment to help filling out | 
the DFG application forms to | 
organising building work once} 
a grant is approved — or even if| 


eC, 


ie vieja op 


From major to minor 
Funding is available for smaller} 
adaptations in your home. A | 
Minor Works Assistance grant 
cannot exceed £1,080. But you 
may be able to get up to £3,240 
over three years. ) 

This money is allocated on a 
discretionary basis but, again, a 
home improvement agency can} 
help with your application. 
Funds are usually released | 
quicker than for a DFG. | 

Stephen Will believes more | 
funding should me made 
available to home improvement} 
agencies. “You can extend 
somebody’s life within their 
own home by simple 
adaptations.” 

Not only does this improve 
the quality of life for many 
disabled people, it is also cost 
effective. “Compare the cost of 
a stair lift with a nursing 
home,” he says. . 

Ann Sands loves her home 


Aggie Edwards wonders how 
she managed before 


and feels the improvements 
organised by Care and Repair 
have made it even better. “They 
make a lot of difference to my 


lite.” 


Metropolitan Care and Repair 
tel: 0181-365 8896 

Eastbourne Care and Repair 
tel: (01323) 415355 

Disabled Facilities Grant: A 
Guide for Applicants, free from 
the Royal Association for Dis- — 
ability and Rehabilitation, 12 
City Forum, 250 City Road, 
London EC1V 8AE tel: 0171- 
250 3222 
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Building a bedsit for 
your child. Hannah 
Crabtree reports. 


have to build another extension 
to make room for his 
collections. 


Muscular Dystrophy Group. 
They are setting up a network 
of architects with experience of 
working with people with 
neuromuscular conditions. 

Tel: 0171-720 8055 

The Family Fund tel: (01904) 


Details of Shaun’s extension are 
shown in Housing Design 
Sheets, £5 from the Centre for 


Accessible Environments 621115 
tel: 0171-357 8182 Oxford Hoists tel: (01865) 
Philippa Harpin works for the 881881 
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‘or the Lyth family, getting 
‘anding for a home conversion 
aeant the chance to give their 
jon Shaun more independence. 
Shaun has Duchenne 
ouscular dystrophy. At 13 he 
1as just begun to use a 
ivheelchair and is busy studying 
or school exams. 

| When he began to find 
climbing stairs difficult, his 
oarents Chris and Karen 
|lecided to build an extension. 

“We just couldn’t go on using 
po upstairs room. An extension 
\would give Shaun the chance to 
‘ead a bit more of a normal 
ife,” says Karen. 

They wanted to make a 
bedsit” with its own 
pathroom and bedroom. This 
would give Shaun privacy, but 
<eep him close to the family 
urea. The Lyths needed to find 
‘unding as it was going to cost 
labout £28,000. 

The occupational therapist 
(OT) established their need for 
fa Disabled Facilities Grant. A 
grants officer helped them fill 
jout the form to assess their 
jmeans. Scarborough Council 
then “topped up” the grant. 
The Family Fund charity also 
contributed over £1,000 to the 
extension and helped with the 
cost of decorating. 

Design was the next priority. 
The extension had to be built 
around Shaun’s needs. He, his 
family, specialist OT Philippa 
Harpin, the community OT, 
and the architect all worked 
together. 

Space was high on the agenda. 
Shaun had to have room to 
manoeuvre his wheelchair and 
the work surfaces had to be 
height adjustable. 

The bedroom had to 
accommodate a seven foot 
electric bed, which would 
enable Shaun to sit up and get 
up in the mornings. There had 


} 
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Whiz kid: Shaun gets down to some high tech homework 


to be space for two wheelchairs 
by the bed, so that hoists could 
be used to transfer him from 
one chair to another. 

In the bathroom, Shaun and 
his parents decided a bath, in 
which he could relax and move 
more freely, would be 
preferable to a shower. A 
standard one was chosen with 
adjacent space for a Mermaid 


Hanging out with Shaun 


Ranger from Oxford Hoists. 
This would help Shaun in and 
out of the bath and could be 
used over the loo. 

Sockets and light switches had 
to be fitted lower than 


PAUL WILSON 


normally required by 
wheelchair users for when 
Shaun will not be able to raise 
his arms. It was also important 
that the temperature remained 
constant. 

The Lyths are pleased with 
their extension. “The 
conversions worked out very 
well,” says Karen Lyth. “We 
got them done before we 
thought we were going to need 
them, but as Shaun now uses a 
wheelchair after a fall last June, 
it was just as well.” 

“Eventually we hope to have 
an environmental control 
system fitted. This will allow 
Shaun to switch electrical 
equipment on and off and use 
the telephone.” 

Shaun likes his bedsit. “The 
conversions are brilliant, they 
helped me a lot. I’ve got a lot 
more room and it’s good for me 
for doing my homework.” 

Since it was built, Shaun and 
his parents have redecorated 
the extension. 

Shaun is interested in cars 
and has a lot of pictures and 
model cars in his room. He 
also collects model planes. 
Who knows, the Lyths may 


LES CROWLEY CONVERSIONS 


THE NEW PEUGEOT BOXER 
THE EASY WAY TO GET ABOUT 
CONVERTED TO YOUR OWN SPECIFICATION 


More options are available for wheelchair access on the new Peugeot 
Boxer, including underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts to the side or rear. 


Hydraulic lowering rear suspension with fold-away ramp. Passenger 
headroom is 60in on the standard roof and 72in on the high roof. 
Removable seats giving you more seating and wheelchair positions. Dis- 
abled driver options for full independence. we also offer conversions on 
the VW Caravelle, Ford Transit, Leyland Daf the Nissan Cargo. 


Prices start from £15,250 


CONTACT LES CROWLEY TELEPHONE/FAX: 0149 041 3183 
Groes Lwyd, Corwen, Clwyd LL21 9DD 


With all the latest innovations in equipment and services aimed at 
improving the quality of life for disabled and elderly people, Naidex is 


the only event you need to visit this year. 


Whether you are an occupational therapist, physiotherapist, nursing 
home manager, NHS or local authority buyer- or more importantly use 


equipment yourself - Naidex will have something of interest for you! 


Naidex is more than an exhibition. For 1996, it features a new product 
showcase sponsored by Therapy Weekly, free on-floor seminars, a 


charity advice centre, the wheelchair test track and much more. 


To be sure you don't miss out on the purchasing opportunity of the 
year, fill in the coupon and post or fax it to us on 01844 218997, or 


simply call our ticket hotline for your free tickets. 


01844 262728 


new products e new technology e new developments 


dex IO 


midlands 21-23 May 1996 


National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham 


tickets. 


| : Return the coupon to: Naidex 96, Reed Exhibition Companies, 
Oriel House, 26 The Quadrant, Richmond, Surrey TW9 1DL, 
Tel: 01844 262728. Fax: 01844 218997 
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24 Recipes 


Chocs of fun 


Hannah Crabtree gets ready for Easter with some tasty treats 


Stir it up: Khalida and Imran make sure they’ll be prepared for Easter 


Carob and Almond Cake 


Carob offers a caffeine-free 
alternative to chocolate. 

100g carob bar, 2tbsp brandy, 
100g butter, 100g brown sugar, 
3 eggs, 50g ground almonds, 
1/4tsp almond essence, 40g 
wholemeal self-raising flour, 
1/4pt double/whipping cream 
Melt the carob with the brandy 
over a pan of hot water. Cream 
the butter and sugar until light 
and fluffy, Gradually beat in the 
egg yolks. Then add the melted 
carob, half the almonds and 
essence and mix well. Whisk the 


egg whites to soft peaks. Using a 
metal spoon, fold in 2tbsp of 
egg white then fold in the flour. 
Fold in the remaining egg white. 
Spoon the mixture into a 20cm 
round cake tin lined with 
greased, greaseproof paper. 
Bake at 180°C/gas mark 4 for 
about 25 minutes. Leave to cool 
in the tin for ten minutes then 
turn out on to a wire tray. When 
cold, split the cake in half. Just 
before serving, fill with whipped 
cream. To decorate, place strips 
of paper across the cake, leaving 
a space between each. Sprinkle 


THE ULTRA. LIGHTWEIGHT 


TVS BRACE 


FOR 


ARTHRITIC 


KNEES 


TELESCOPIC VALGUS (KNOCK Pie eet Sous eo SUPPORT 


he primary function of the brace is to align or 

straighten the limb, which may have deformed to a 
bow or knock knee position, due to weakness of the 
joint. This is usually caused by an arthritic condition, 
resulting in pain or undue aching when standing or 
walking. The brace gives full freedom of leg movement 
and in many cases helps with hyperextention, where 


the knee allows the leg to bend to the rear. 


Knock Knee (Vaigus) Before Knock Knee (Vaigus) After 


BS 
e (y) g 
& Cy 
TERED, 


Manufactured and Supplied by 


je 
Bow Leg (Varus) Before 


NHS 
E098 


Bow Leg (vais) After 


ST. CLARE ENGINEERING LTD (MEDICAL DIVISION) 
Unit 4, Hollybrook Road, Shirley, Southampton, Hampshire SO1 6RB 


Telephone 01703 510770 


Fax 01703 510772 


JAMIE FACER 


with ground almonds. Remove 
the paper strips to leave a 
striped effect. 

From Entertaining with 
Cranks, £5.99 from Orion 


Fresh Cream Truffles 

175g plain chocolate, 120ml 
double cream, 2tbsp brandy/ 
orange liqueur, cocoa powder 
or icing sugar for dusting 
Break the chocolate into small 
pieces. Put the cream in a pan 
and slowly bring to the boil. 
Remove from the heat. Stir in 
the chocolate until melted. Stir 
in the alcohol. Put the mixture 
in a bowl and leave for about 30 
minutes. Then whisk until it is 
slightly paler and holds its 
shape. Chill until firm enough 
to handle. Dust your hands with 
cocoa or icing sugar. Shape into 
balls about 2cm in diameter. 
Coat in cocoa or icing sugar. 
From Good Housekeeping 
Cookery Club: Chocolate, 
£4.99 from Ebury Press 


Chocolate Squares (diabetic) 
1 tbsp cocoa powder sifted, 
2tbsp boiling water, 225g plain 
wholemeal flour, 2tsp baking 
powder, 175g reduced-fat 
monosaturated spread, 75g 
caster sugar, 3 eggs beaten, 
3tbsp skimmed milk 

Sift the cocoa into the boiling 
water. Mix until smooth. Beat 
in the cocoa mixture with the 
fat, sugar, eggs and milk until 
smooth. Spoon into a lightly 
greased and base-lined 28x23cm 
tin. Bake in a preheated oven at 
180°C/gas mark 4 for 25-30 
minutes. Cool in the tin before 
turning out. Cool completely 
and cut into 20 squares. 

From The Everyday Diabetic 
Cookbook by Stella Bowling, 
£10.99 from Grub Street 


Chocolate Easter Nests 

8 shredded wheat, 200g milk 
chocolate, 1tbsp butter, small 
bag of mini eggs 

Grease a metal tart tray. Crush 


the shredded wheat in a mixing 
bowl and put to one side. Break 


chocolate into pieces and add 
butter (1). Melt butter and 
chocolate in a microwave or 
over a pan of boiling water. 
Add the chocolate mixture to 
the shredded wheat and stir 
well. Press 1tbsp into each tart 
case (2). Melt some chocolate 
and dip in the mini eggs. Stick 
two eggs in each nest (3). Cool 
and remove from tray to serve. 


DN thought this recipe 
sounded fun, so we decided to 
test it out with the help of 
Colin White, nine, Terry Kelly, 
eight, Imran Janjua, eight, 
Khalida Karder Tahib, seven 
and Jennifer Mayne, eight, all 
from the Linden Lodge School 
for visually impaired children 
in Wimbledon. 

Our budding chefs gave their 
thumbs up to the recipe. 
Imran said: “The best bit was 
when I ate the cakes and got in 
a real mess.” Unfortunately, all 
the nests mysteriously disap- 
peared. Maybe the Easter 
bunny got them! 


/ 
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3. Jennifer fills the nests 


Sticky fingers: Terry thinks the proof is in the eating 


Did you know... 


£4.99 from Harper Collins 


¢ The average Briton consumes 7.4 kilos of chocolate every year. 
¢ Columbus first brought cocoa to the West in 1502, when he 
presented the king of Spain with some beans from Nicaragua.* 

¢ Diabetic chocolate is made by Boots, Thorntons and D&D 
Special Chocolates. But the British Diabetic Society do not rec- 
ommend it, as it is often high in fat and expensive. 

¢ The Royal London Society for the Blind is fundraising with a 
chocolate tasting competition. First prize is a trip to Belgium. To 
organise your own, write to the RLSB, 105 Salusbury Road, Lon- 
don, NW6 6RH, enclosing £10 for a registration pack. 

* From The East India Book of Chocolate by Anthony Wild, 
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Cw Madagascar Skin 


Michael Turner 
a eS ee 


The un-named 
hero of Mada- 
gascar Skin, on 
show at selected 
art-house cine- 
mas, Is a gay 
man witha 
birthmark on his face in the 
shape of the island of Mada- 
gascar. 

Played by John Hannah (of 
Four Weddings and a Funeral), 
the hero experiences prejudice 
in a big city gay club, finding 
partners whose attraction to 
him in the dark recesses of the 
club turns to rejection when 
they emerge into the light and 
his birthmark is apparent. 

After a half-hearted attempt 
to remove the birthmark with a 
razor blade, Hannah flees the 
city and ends up camping on 
an isolated beach. Here he 
encounters Flint (Bernard Hill), 
with whom he sets up home in 
a deserted house. 

What ensues is a gay version 
of the will-they-won’t-they 
relationship which is the stuff 
of many a bland romantic 
comedy. There are obvious 


Touch in three 
languages 


It is surprising how much is 
happening in various art 
venues to make visits more 
accessible to blind and partially 
sighted people. 

Now this is taking on a 
European flavour with three 
European city guides launched 
by a consortium led by the 
Royal National Institute for the 
Blind (see page 5). 

In London, for example, I 
find the National Gallery is 
offering a new service to 
visitors to the Sainsbury Wing: 
specially-written descriptive 
audio tapes to be used with 


differences, in that Flint’s 
sexuality is part of the question, 
but the whole style of the film 


raised line diagrams of famous 
paintings. The tapes are in 
French, Italian and English. 
The Tate Gallery continues its 
excellent touch tour of sculpt- 
ures, now in three languages. 
The Victoria and Albert 
Museum should be well- 
known for its splendid and 
varied touch tours — these now 
join the multi-lingual service. 
The British Museum has 
added an Egyptian sculpture 
touch tour to the existing 
Roman sculptures, again in 
three languages, including 
audiotape and large print guide. 
There must be more galleries 
and museums who are adding 
to their services for the visually 
impaired visitor. Phone their 
education departments before 
a visit to find out the latest news 
and if booking is necessary. 
Gioya Steinke 
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and care professionals. 


info@d-access.demon.co.uk 


D| SAB ILITIE S Now part of ite aunts 


Online health & medical 


FD CCESS lintormation service 


Disabilities Access is a free internet based information service for people 
with disabilities and those who care for them. 

The service features: News, Directories, Job Vacancies, Factsheets, Travel 
information, a Motoring section and Online shopping. 

The information provided on the service is relevant to both the general public 


To take a look at Disabilities Access, 

point your Web browser at the URL: http://www.healthworks.co.uk/ 
lf you would like to promote your organisation, products or services on 
Disabilities Access contact Steve McCann on 0113 234 6624 or E-mail us on: 


30-38 Dock STREET, 
Healthwor, Leeps LS10 1JF, ENGLAND 


Bhs 


Will-they-won’t-they? Hero (John Hannah) and Flint (Bernard Hill) 


also sets it apart. 
Director Chis Newby has a 
visual style that ideally matches 


German baritone Thomas 
Quasthoff, 36, (right) was singing 
lieder at the Wigmore Hall last 
month. Turned down by the 
Hanover music college for not 
playing an instrument (he has a 
thalidomide disability), he took 
private singing lessons. On 12 
March he is at the Barbican with 
the English Chamber Orchestra. 


Theatre 


Two Trains 
Running 


“He gonna give me my ham!” is 
the angry, recurring phrase of 
Hambone, the learning disabled 
character in Pulitzer prize win- 
ner August Wilson’s new play. 
The phrase sums up not only 
Hambone’s personal quest for 
justice but for black Americans 
generally. 

The fifth play in Wilson’s 
series on the black American 
experience in the 20th Century, 
Two Trains Running ts set ina 
run-down Pittsburgh diner that 
is threatened by developers. 

The motley crew of regulars 
that assemble there remind one 
of Desmond’s (Channel 4) and 
Eugene O’Neill’s The Iceman 
Cometh. Together they hustle 
and hope, struggle and dream 
of an opportunity to hit the big 
time — it seems the only way is 
by winning the numbers or 


the pastoral plot. 

The first half of the film has 
very little dialogue and 
succeeds in being highly 
stylised without becoming 
pretentious or ponderous. 
There are times, though, when 
some of the surreal imagery 
looks a little too much like a 
Pink Floyd album cover (such 
as a shot of hundreds of pairs 
of shoes neatly washed up on 
the beach). 

Unfortunately, the film seems 
to lose its way about halfway 
through. The plot stalls, the 
pace slackens and Madagascar 
Skin slips into that slow- 
motion mode that characterises 
so many British films. 

It also loses its concern with 
Hannah’s disfigurement. 

Once he escapes from the city, 
there is only one further scene 
where it has any significance — 
a well-shot sequence in which 
Hannah goes to the local 
seaside resort for supplies and 
the camera takes his point of 
view as a string of children say 
“Mummy, look at that man’s 
face” 

Beyond this, the birthmark 
simply becomes a symbol of the 
character’s isolation. The 
emphasis shifts onto the 
question of Flint’s sexuality and 
whether the two will hit it off. 


becoming an undertaker: the 
one thing we can be certain of 
is dying. 

Hambone’s grievance is that he 
didn’t get paid the ham he was 
promised for painting the white 
butcher’s fence. He was offered a 
chicken which he refused and 
now, nine-and-a-half years later, 
he still goes every day to demand 
his just reward. 

Accepted as one of them in 
the diner, Hambone is the only 
person who raises his voice in 
noisy protest against white 
man’s injustice. This is 1969 
and the close of a decade that 
saw the death of Malcom X 
and Martin Luther King. Hollo- 
way (another regular) begins to 
appreciate and admire Hambone’s 
logic and determination. 

A beautifully written play, full 
of wry humour, pathos and 
charm. Directed by Paulette 
Randall, the performances are 
excellent. Alan Cooke as 
Hambone brings great dignity 
to the role and a real sense of 
belonging — you miss his 
watchful face when he’s offstage. 

Yvonne Lynch 


Tricycle, Kilburn until 2 March 
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Television 


Chris Davies 
Eee ee 


TV drama has 
always been a 


desert for dis- 
ability. This is 
changing — 
though not nec- 


essarily for the 
better. 

In the first five episodes of 
Hetty Wainthropp Investigates 
(BBC1), two stories each have 
two disabled characters. 

The first (10 Jan) centred on a 
deaf young man, David Bower 
(Four Weddings and a Funeral), 
who, although he can speak 
and use sign language, never 
communicated. This created an 
air of pathos and dependency. 
The other character, a young 
boy, communicates through 
sign language for a fraction of 
the episode, but only toa 
hearing character who could 
relay what was being said. Why 
couldn’t they learn from Four 
Weddings and use subtitles? 

The other episode (31 Jan) 
featured someone with 
schizophrenia on the run, who 
eventually dies. He corresponds 
through the Internet with a 
young woman who, it turns 
out, is a wheelchair user. She 
need not have been disabled 
and the fact she is comes to 
light when her doting mother 
praises her. No one argues with 
this. Similarly, “David Bower” 
is to be engaged, yet still had 
overprotective parents on 
whom he is dependent. By all 
means convert characters to 
being disabled people, but 
always watch the context. 

Our Friends in the North 
(BBC2 from 15 Jan) is about 
the life of four friends over 
three decades. One has a 
disabled brother with cp (well 
played by the genuine article, 
Frank Couchman). But he is 
marginal to the main action 
and his presence has been 
decreasing — by the time you 
read this he will be dead. Still, 
congratulations for putting in 
the character and for good 
casting. Someone is trying. 

Now, a rash of documentaries, 
all rather negative. The 
Decision: What's Best for our 
Son? (C4 23 Jan) has parents 
agonising over whether to keep 
a paralysed, “brain dead” son 
alive. The Decision: A Mixed 
Blessing (C4 30 Jan) showed 
four couples debating whether 
to take a test for Downs’ 
syndrome. More dependency- 
disability, ill-health-disability. 

In Inside Story: On My Feet 
Again (BBC1 1 Feb), a 
paraplegic sought the Holy 
Grail of standing and walking 
via electronic implants. I wish 
tv would show those of us who 
don’t mind the way we are. 
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Disability Rights and 
Wrongs 

By Ted Harrison 
£6.99, Lion Publishing 


This book is, according to the 
publisher, “for sufferers, carers 
and campaigners”. 

Although the book may 
interest disabled people and 
relatives, it might be more 
useful for those with little 
direct experience of disability, 
particularly if they are 
Christians. Essentially, it is a 
book about disability and God, 
specifically the Christian God. 

Harrison is a good person to 
talk about theological issues 
and disability. His background 
as presenter of Does He Take 
Sugar? and former BBC 
Religious Affairs 
Correspondent gives him the 
detachment of a reporter rather 
than a preacher. He asks and 
provides a variety of answers 
for the central questions of 
disability and ethics. 

He steers the line between 
“radical thinking” on disability 
and well-meaning “sympathetic” 
church-goer who springs as 
eagerly upon a potential good 
deed as a politician upon a 
photogenic baby. If you know 
people who might respond to a 
softly softly approach, this is 
the book for them. 

Others will find it meek and 
won't consider that a virtue. 
Harrison explores disability 
pride, the Church’s history of 
charitable provision, 
contemporary and historical 
images of disabled people, the 


/ 


right to life, power and 
democracy. But he remains a 
moderate, with comments like: 
“The view of disability and 
disability pride... is the 
fashionable one among 
activists” as though twenty 
years of ideological and 
political struggle were a 
hemline or a haircut. 


Agnes Fletcher 


BLACKSTONE'S GUIDE TO THE 


DISABILITY 
DISCRIMINATION 


ACT 1995 | 


Blackstone’s Guide to the 
Disability Discrimination 
Act 1995 

By Caroline Gooding 
£14.95, Blackstone 
Press 


The Disability Discrimination 
Act, as civil liberties lawyer 
Lord Lester has said, is “riddled 
with vague, slippery and elusive 
exceptions, making it so full of 
holes that it is more like a 
colander than a binding code”. 
Caroline Gooding’s book is 
an invaluable reference for 
anyone who will have to advise 


on the new law. 

A copy of the Act follows her 
excellent introduction. This 
includes the background to the 
legislation, facts about 
discrimination and a brief 
history of the civil rights 
campaign as well as what the 
law says on the definition of 
disability, employment, goods 
and services and enforcement. 


Free offer for 
DN readers! 


If you want to get informed 
about the latest legislation, 
we’ve got five copies of 
Blackstone’s Guide to the 
Disability Discrimination 
Act to give away. Send a post- 
card with your name and 
address to Disability Now, 
Blackstone’s Offer, 12 Park 
Crescent, London W1N 
4EQ. The first five will win. 


Gooding is director of the 
Disability Law Service. She 
writes clearly and this book will 
explain all you need to know. 
Agnes Fletcher 


Standing in the Sunshine 
By Cari Loder 
£9.99, Century 


A few months ago a friend rang 
to tell me about a woman who 
had discovered a cure for multi- 
ple sclerosis (MS). It involved 
taking a drug together with 
diet cola. I was pretty sceptical 
about it. 


Birmingham City Council 


Economic Development 


Are you looking for advice on training 


or job opportunities, advice on starting or 


strengthening your business, a better 


location for your business, or general 


economic information about Birmingham? 


Then Birmingham City Council’s 


Economic Development Department is the 


place to start. 


We have lots of ways that we can help you 


into work or help your business grow. 


To find out how we can help you, call us 


on 0121-235 4874. 


KCONOMIC 


DEVELOPMENT 


SERVICES 


Birmingham City Council, 


Economic Development Department, 


Baskerville House, 
Broad Street, 
Birmingham B1 2NA 


But Cari Loder insists this is a 
treatment, not a cure. It is 
certainly a remarkable 
discovery, but I think it is 
marred by her misplaced self 
congratulation. 

If you read this book hoping 
to find out the treatment, you 
will be disappointed. Loder has 
no intention of letting her 
golden goose fly the coop. 

Advanced publicity said “she 
was not going to take this 
disease lying down”. Ironically, 
it was because of her serious 
intention to commit suicide 
that her GP put her on anti- 
depressants. These, plus an 
amino acid in cola and vitamin 
B12, now form “Cari’s 
cocktail”. 

Miss Loder produced this 
book in a few weeks, and it 
shows. It was timed to coincide 
with the Cutting Edge 
programme on the same topic 
(C 4, 5 February). It begins 
with an explanation of MS. If 
this was for the benefit of the 
newly diagnosed, I hope they 
do not read it. It is peppered 
with words such as “horror” 
and “nightmare” and would 
frighten even the stoutest heart. 

But Cari Loder has found an 
avenue for further research. 
The “treatment” may work in 
some cases, but the potential 
side effects — including a 
permanent pulse rate of 120 — 
seem to me too great a price to 
pay. Loder says she would 
rather have a few years free of 
symptoms than a long life with 
them. That is her right, but 
should she encourage “the 
mother of two” and others on 
her “trial”? I think not. 

Wray Norton 


Book news 


Couldn't Care More: a 
study of young carers and 
their needs by Jenny Frank 
looks at children who act as 
carers without support from 
social services. £6.95 + p&p 
from The Children’s Society, 
Edward Rudolf House, 
Margery Street, London 
WC1X OJL, tel: 0171-837 
4299. 


Talk to Me (below) by Sue 
Brearley is now in paper- 
back. This book can be used 
by speech therapists and 
teachers. It explains, 
through pictures and simple 
language, the different ways 
we can communicate. £3.99 
from A&C Black, 35 Bed- 
ford Row, London WC1R 
4JH, tel: 0171-242 0946. 


Relaxation Techniques: a 
practical handbook for the 
health care professional 
explains the most com- 
monly used methods. £18.95 
from Churchill Livingstone, 
Southport Distribution Cen- 
tre, Slaidburn Crescent, 
Southport, Merseyside PRO 
9YF, tel: (01704) 24331. 


Protecting the interests 
of water customers 


“* investigating complaints 


“* representing consumer views 


“* improving company services 


Ofwat 


Centre City Tower 

7 Hill Street 
Birmingham B5 4UA 
Tel: 0121 625 1300 


A minicom service 
is now available for deaf and hard of hearing customers 


on: 0121 625 1422 
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Child support 


| Parents turn to occupational therapists for ideas and advice 
about equipment. Here’s what Jane Joester tells them. 


When parents come to thera- 
pists for advice, it is often after 


| they have tried many other 
) avenues without success. 


In DN last month, we read of 
a parent’s fight to get the 
correct wheelchair for her child. 
This is often a particular 
problem with a severely 
disabled child whose needs 
cannot be met by just one chair. 

The local wheelchair service 
may offer you a wheelchair in 
which the child sits well and 


_ can function for education and 


eating, but which is impossible 
to dismantle easily to put ina 
car or to use for a quick 
shopping trip or country walk. 
I am often asked to suggest a 
“buggy” that is suitable for 
these situations, but will meet 
the needs of children who have 


. difficult seating problems. 


The one I most often suggest 


who need more support than 
the Major Buggy gives is the 
Ferndale Buggy Insert (G & S 
Smirthwaite, tel: (01626) 835552). 

Designed to fit into the Buggy, 
it is a wooden seat and base 
module with wipe-clean seat 
and back pads and adjustable 
pelvic, chest and head support 
wings. A waistcoat and/or 
chest strap are available if the 
standard buggy strap is not 
sufficient. £160 plus 
accessories. Again, try the 
wheelchair service. 

The Highfield portable 
feeding chair, also from G & S 
Smirthwaite, is similar to the 
Ferndale. In two sizes, to fit 
ages two to seven years, it has a 
high or low back, the high 
version having adjustable pelvic 
and thoracic pads. A waistcoat 
can be used. 

The seat is designed to fit 


Smirthwaite’s buggy insert (/eft) and portable feeding chair 


is the Convaid Cruiser 
(Mobility Aids Centre, tel: 
(01733) 344930). It can be 
supplied with bus tie down 
points so the child can be 
transported in the chair in an 
adapted vehicle. It has a range 
of accessories, such as trunk 


onto an ordinary chair so the 
child can sit at the table with 
the family, either at home or 
when travelling. It packs flat, 
and can be adapted to meet 
special needs. £150 to £195. 


Keeping straight 
Your child may not need these 
specialised inserts because 
he/she has better balance, just 
some extra help to keep the 
trunk in the midline position. 
The Midline Vest (Kirton 
Paediatric Products, tel: 
(01440) 705352) is versatile: it 
can be used wherever the straps 
will fit round the back seat. 
This could be at home, in the 
cinema or café, or in the car 
with the standard safety belt. 
The vest fits around the chest 
and over the shoulders, and is 
held on the chair/seat by more 
straps. There are three sizes to 
fit from 12 to 34 inch chests. 
£50 to £110. 


Support in an ordinary bath 
I am often asked if there is a 
simple, lightweight bath aid 
that can support a child or 
young adult in a standard bath. 

The Easibath support 
cushion (Kingcraft Contour 
Supports, tel: (01298) 872309) 
works well. It is a bean-filled 
PVC cushion, which can be 
moulded to the user’s shape 
and, if necessary, can be 
vacuum-extracted to give a 
correct degree of body 
support. The cushion is held in 
place by “suckers”. 

There are two different 
designs (one with head wings), 
but special sizes can also be 
made. The cushion is also 
useful in special baths, such as 
the Parker. £139-£169, or try 
your local OT at social 
services. 


Sitting comfortably 
Therapists are sometimes criti- 
cised for telling parents how 
not to position their child, yet 
giving no advice and help 
about how the disabled child 
can sit relaxed with the family. 
Fortunately, there are 


Checkout 27 


Cruisin’ for a snoozin’: Laura Hutchison from Bedford relaxes in 
style in her comfortable Convaid Cruiser 


specially designed armchairs 
that can give correct support to 
even very disabled children. 

The one I have used most 
often is the Spa 2000 Chair 
(RFB Products, tel: (01702) 
527401), which can be supplied 
to fit children, teenagers and 
adults. It offers adjustable 
armrests which go up and 
down, in and out, and tilt. The 
backrest will adjust to any 
position required by the user, 
with extra head position 


inclination forward. The back 
can recline down for postural 
drainage or chest treatment. 

There is a tilt-in-space option 
if required, and the chair has 
washable covers in a range of 
colours. It will not look out of 
place with the rest of your 
sitting room chairs. From £695 
or try social services. 


Jane Joester is therapy co-ordi- 
nator at Scope’s Meldreth 
Manor School. 


SIGN UP NOW!! 


for the complete 


SIGNALONG Basic Vocabulary 
on CD-ROM 


* * SIGNONLINE * * 


* over 1600 BSL-based signs easily accessible 


¢ video, text and voice 


* fully indexed with alphabetical and topic options 
¢ Windows and Mac versions 


* x x launch offer « * « 


Available from April 9th 1996 
£95 + p&p and vat (total £116.33) 
Delivery within 14 days. If not satisfied return within 
7 days for full refund. 


FULL TRAINING AND ADVICE SERVICE 
TELEPHONE 


supports, five point or vest 
harness, headwings, thigh 
positioning straps and 
foot/ankle straps. 

I have also recommended it 
for a child who uses a bulky hip 
sitting splint. 

It comes in a range of six 
colours and there are sizes 
from infant to young adult. 
Some airlines will allow the 
buggy to be carried as cabin 
baggage; it weighs about 20lbs. 

Prices start at £312, but if you 
and your OT make a good 
case, you may be able to get it 
through the wheelchair service. 

Another option for children 


Cotswold Cots. 
We Make Cots and Beds for Adults and Children, with 
Special Needs.Strong, Secure. Made to eVIGUEY Needs 
THAR, Hs 


jab ban po 


Made up to single bed size. 

Cots with any height of safety side. 
Drop sides (up and down sides,) 
Door opening sides.... Lift off sides. 
Built very strong to withstand fits etc. 
Safety, or all wipe clean, mattress. 
Cots can be fully padded (if required) 
Beds with turn down, or lift off sides. 
Mattress level to suit careers needs. 
Shelf underneath if required. 


What ever your problems or 


needs I am sure we can help 
For free information pack. 


The SIGNALONG Group 
Communication & Lan- 
guage Centre 
All Saints’ Hospital 
Chatham, Kent ME4 5NG 
(01634 819915) 


o ... advance the education and communication skills of people 
with learning difficulties and special educational needs” 
Clause 3 of the Memorandum of Association of 
The SIGNALONG GROUP Ltd 
Reg Charity No: 1039788 


Tel. 01993 842885 


Disabilitywow March 1996 


28 Share your probiems 


Arthur’s letter (DN December) 
seems to have provoked quite a 
storm. He accused the disabled 
activists’ movement not only of 
being unrealistic to suggest 
that it was wonderful to be dis- 
abled, but also of being intoler- 
ant to those who dared to 
disagree with their views. Here 
are some of the responses. 


Dear Ann, 

| agree with Arthur’s 
comments. A disability is 
nothing to be ashamed of - it 
can add an interesting and 
sometimes enlightening 
perspective that many non- 
disabled people have. 

But let’s be realistic, it’s not 
wonderful. It is a hurdle, an 
obstacle to be overcome and, if 
we were given any choice, would 
we choose to be disabled? 
Some might, most wouldn't. 

Speaking of ‘we’ and ‘us’ can 
be misleading. People with 
disabilities are not a 
homogeneous group. Different 
challenges, different 
advantages, different politics, 
different characters, different 
motivations, different cultures. 

Like Arthur, | am happily 
married and have a good job. 


DAIHATSU FREEDOM 


This impressive small vehicle can carry up to 4 
passengers and one wheelchair passenger. 


let live 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


This colours my view. | live a 
full and varied life. I’m sure 
some activists would regard 
me as a nightmare — my 


disability should make me one 


of them, yet I’m not carrying 
placards through Westminster, 
lobbying my MP, etc. I just 
hope my daily life is changing 
attitudes around me. 

| am concerned that disability 
activists may be inhibiting 
open debate. They seem so 
uncompromising, so radical, 
so unhumorous. But when all’s 
said and done, there is 
discrimination and complacency 
and these attitudes have to be 
overcome. That’s why activists 
have to be single-minded 
because to doubt is to falter. 

Frank, Kent 


Dear Ann, 

As the parent of a disabled 
child, | have experienced the 
disability activists’ censorship 
on debate. I’ve been ostracised 
by ‘normals’ and disabled 
people for speaking out. As a 
parent, | feel pushed out. 

Mary, Reading 


Of course, there are always two 
sides to any debate. Alan 


U 


= love and loneliness 
= bereavement 


= personal problems 


m advice and support 


Holdsworth, who calls himself 
a “type-cast activist” has been 
a campaigner for many years. 


Dear Ann, 

| think it would help if people 
listened to what is being said 
before attacking something that 
isn’t there. | share Arthur’s 
views about independence to a 
point, because we all live in an 
interdependent society. 
Independence isn’t the issue, 
autonomy is. 

We want the right to decide 
and control our lives and what 
happens to us. Is that radical? 
Is that extreme? Disability 
pride is often misunderstood. It 
isn’t how wonderful it is to be 
disabled. It is about accepting 
that there will always be people 
with impairments in society 
and there always have been. 

| want difference to be valued 
and not used as some excuse 
for discrimination. | also 
believe that valuing difference 
is the key to a better, more just 
society. Is this nonsense? 

As John Lennon said, ‘If you 
can’t love yourself, how can you 
love others?’ Does Arthur 
expect to receive love from 
others when he loathes part of 


nn 
UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


Master Craftsmen Working For You 
Head Office: Jordans, Partridge Lane, Rusper, Sussex RH12 4RW Tel No: 01293 871019 
Superior vehicle conversions for people with disabilities wishing to travel in their own wheelchairs 
Introducing three of our top selling vehicles: 


VW CARAVELLE 


Our multi purpose people carrier. So flexible it 
can carry up to three wheelchair passengers. 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


DN’s telephone counsellor Lin Berwick can give 
disabled people and carers advice and support on 
personal and spiritual problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic counsellor and fully 
accredited Methodist local preacher. Talk to her Yi 
on (01708) 477582 on Thursday afternoons, 
1pm-Spm and Mondays 6pm-10pm. 


himself? | just feel profoundly 
sad for people trapped in self- 
pity or self-loathing. Disability 
pride is a way out and it’s much 
more complicated than ‘feeling 
wonderful’. It’s about tolerating 
yourself. It’s a state of mind. 
Finally, | am fed up to the 
back teeth both of being 
misrepresented and having 
extremist or non-sensical 
words put in my ‘activist’ lips 
to create artificial debates that 


do not exist. 


Dear Ann, 

| had a fall at work in 1991. | 
damaged my back, which 
means | can hardly walk and 
cannot work. | applied for 
Industrial Injuries Disablement 
Benefit, but was told the 
accident had not been put in 
the book and therefore, | was 
ineligible for benefit. As a 
result of my union consulting a 
solicitor, | was awarded an out- 
of-court settlement from my 
company. 

Social security still say the 
findings are inconclusive, and | 
would like to know what to do 
now and if there is something 
else | can claim. We are in 


FIAT FIORINO 


One of our best sellers. Economical and carries up 
to four passengers and one wheelchair passenger. 


You can buy, lease or contract hire any of our vehicles. Also available on Motability. 
Works and Northern Office: Unit 2, Royd Hill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse HD6 1LL 
Tel No: 01484 400795 


Full range of driving adaptations supplied or fitted. Swivel seats also available. 


Fire trace system fitted on all new and used vehicles. 


NO NONSENSE VEHICLE CONVERSION 


Sponsored by BT 


difficulty with our bills and 
paying the mortgage company. 
Rosemary, Coventry 


Iam really sorry to hear about 
your problems following on 
from your accident, Rosemary. 
It’s bad enough suffering the 
results of an accident and los- 
ing your job, without having to 
put up with all the hassle offi- 
cialdom can put in your way. 

As far as written proof is 
concerned, it is not absolutely 
necessary for the accident to be 
in an “accident book”. Some 
firms do not have them. Write 
to your former employer asking 
for confirmation in writing 
that the accident occurred. 
They should not have difficulty 
doing this as they can hardly 
dispute you had an accident 
having now made a settlement. 

Then I suggest consulting your 
local Citizens’ Advice Bureau. 
You would need to take with you 
all the necessary documentation. 
It would also be worth finding 
out there whether you may be 
eligible for Incapacity Benefit. 
Entitlement is based on 
incapacity to do your normal 
work. Your claim would need 
to be supported by statements 
issued by your doctor. 

Disability Now has a benefits 
expert you can write to as well. 
Dave Gibbs cannot 
unfortunately answer all 
queries individually, but he will 
cover important issues in the 
newspaper, so keep an eye out 
for him. He will be in DN next 
month. Write to him care of 
DN, address page two. 

There are two national 
freephone advice lines. 
Freephone Social Security, tel: 
(0800) 666555, and the Benefit 
Enquiry Line, tel: (0800) 
882200. You can also get leaflets 
from a post office or social 
security office. Leaflet NI6 has 
information on Industrial 
Disablement Benefit and Leaflet 
IB 200 gives advice on 
Incapacity Benefit. Remember, 
it often pays to be persistent. 


Got a problem to air? 
Need advice or just a 
sympathetic ear? Then 
write to Ann at Disability 


Now, 12 Park Crescent, 
London WiN 4EQ. 
Letters may be edited. 
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A photography project for dis- 
abled people is being organised 
by the Signals Media Centre in 
Colchester. Running from 28 
February until April, the pro- 
ject will culminate in work 
being exhibited on billboards 
and buses during Signals’ 1996 
Media Arts Festival. For further 
information contact Heather 
Woodley, Signals, 21 St Peter’s 
Street, Colchester, tel: (01206) 
560255. 


Shape Hammersmith & Ful- 
ham Deaf Arts is organising a 
Deaf Cabaret at the Lyric The- 
atre, Hammersmith in April. 
They are looking for people 
with skills and ideas for com- 
edy, magic, signed poetry and 
signed song. For more informa- 
tion contact Olivia Tumim, 
Shape Hammersmith & Ful- 
ham, Cambridge House, Cam- 
bridge Grove W6 7BX, fax and 
minicom: 0181-563 2894. 


_A database of visually 
impaired artists is being set up 
_by the Royal National Institute 
for the Blind. The aim is to put 
artists in touch with each 
other. For details contact Anne 
Robson, RNIB Leisure Ser- 
vices, 224 Great Portland 
Street, London W1 6AA, tel: 
0171-388 1266, ext 2332. 


Carousel is a Brighton based 
visual arts company which 
works to create opportunities 
for people with learning diffi- 
culties. They are researching 
visual arts training and would 
like to hear from anyone who 
has information on accessible 
visual arts courses in the UK. 
Carousel, 40 Upper Gardener 
Street, Brighton, East Sussex 
BN1 4AN, tel: (01273) 570 840. 
Deadline 15 March. 


Video top five 


1. CONGO (CIC): Jungle adven- 
ture from the makers of Juras- 


sic Park. oO 


2. BAD BOYS (20/20):Two cops 
in search of call girl killer. (N) 


3. FIRST KNIGHT (Columbia): 
Sean Connery and Richard 
Gere battle it out for Camelot 
and Guinevere. (N) 


4. JACK & SARAH (Polygram): 
Carry-cot caper starring 
Richard E Grant, Judi Dench 
and a baby. oO 


5. FREE WILLY Il (Warner):The 
whale returns for this heart- 
warming sequel. 


oO 


GO) Closed captions 
(N) No captions 


Chart supplied by MIRB 


Artability is an international 
art course running this summer 
for disabled and able bodied 
people from all over Europe. 
There will be painting, draw- 
ing, printing, sculpture and life 
drawing workshops. The 
course will take place at the 
Lord Mayor Treloar College, 
Hampshire between 15-29 July 
and costs £695. Contact Linda 
Gartshore, Manor House 
South, Upper Froyle, Nr Alton, 
Hampshire GU34 4JP, 

tel: (01420) 23548. 


Spirit of a Clown is a new 
show from the Basic Theatre 
Company. On tour this month, 
it is aimed at deaf and hearing 
impaired children. An all deaf 
cast tell the story of a street- 
wise deaf girl and a circus 
clown. For more details con- 
tact Sarah Scott, tel: 0171-379 
3280. 


A sign language interpreted 
performance of Mother 
Courage and Her Children is 
on 5 March at the Royal 


Look out for 


National Theatre in London. 
Tel: 0171-928 2252, minicom: 
0171-620 0741. 


A free workshop in Melodrama 
is on 17 March. For more infor- 
mation contact Carolyn Lucas, 
Graeae Theatre Company, 
Interchange Studio, Derby 
Street, London NWS 3NQ, 

tel: 0171-267 1959. 


Jewellery: a talk for visually 
impaired people is on 20 March 
at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum in London. Tel: 0171- 
938 8634/8638. 


Heavenly Scent is a touring 
exhibition which chronicles the 
history of perfume (2 March-21 
April). Interactive exhibits use 
smell and sound and you can 
test your recollection of every- 
day smells. Based at the Royal 
Museum of Scotland in Edin- 
burgh, tel: 0131-225 7534. 


WHERE YOU CAN RECEIVE HELP & ADVICE ON: 


INCREASING YOUR OPPORTUNITIES 
OF EMPLOYMENT 
SPECIAL EQUIPMENT ° TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 
FURTHER EDUCATION & TRAINING 
& FINANCIAL BENEFITS AVAILABLE 


at Wakefield Town Hall on 25th March 1996 between 2.00pm & 8.00pm - Light refreshments available 


For further information contact our staff at Prospect Corner on: 


O800 834170 


Wakefield 


Training & Enterprise Council 


WAKEFIELD & DISTRICT 
CAREERS 


WORKING TOGETHER. 


| An Initiative by 
wakefield Training & Enterprise Council & Wakefield & District Careers Service 
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The Help for Health Trust is a 
health information service offer- 
ing free, confidential advice. 
Contact Health Information 
Service, The Help for Health 
Trust, FREEPOST, Winchester 
SO22 SBR, or phone free on 

tel: (0800) 665544, minicom: 
(01962) 842340. 


The National Directory of 
Young Carers Projects and Ini- 
tiatives lists information about 
schemes around the country. 
£4.50 from Betty Newton, 
Young Carers Research Group, 
Department of Social Sciences, 
Loughborough University, 
Leicestershire LE11 3TU, 

tel: (01509) 228299/223379 


A three-part report by the 
King’s Fund says health and 
social services commissioners 
must listen to disabled people’s 
views about what they want 


What’s on 


An exhibition for people with hearing loss at the Leisure Centre, 
Mote Park, Maidstone on 8 and 9 March. For details contact Hi 


Kent Association, MCSC Building, 


Marsham Street, Maidstone, 


Kent ME14 1HH, tel: (01622) 691151, fax: (01622) 672436. 


A conference to improve educational opportunities for blind and 
visually impaired Asian children on 16 March at the Queen Alexan- 
dra College for the Blind in Birmingham. Parents and professionals 
are welcome. For more information contact The Administrator, 
RNIB Education centre, Midlands c/o RNIB New College, Whit- 
tington Road, Worcester WRS 2JX, tel: (01905) 357635. 


Bridging the Gap: an international conference to compare Euro- 
pean and American disability legislation, 15-17 March in Birming- 
ham. Speakers include Rachel Hurst, chair of the European region 
of Disabled People’s International and Germany’s Theresia 
Degener. For details contact Irene Wright, tel: 0121-789 9331. 


from personal assistance pro- 
grammes and help them achieve 
it. The booklets cover black dis- 
abled people, evaluating com- 
munity care and 
commissioning independent 
living. £6.99 each or £15 for all 
three, tel: (0800) 262260. 


TOURS AND HOLIDAYS FOR ALL 


When accessibility counts so much in a holiday look no 


further! 


We are now celebrating our 10th anniversary, and the 
need for the special service we can offer has never 


been greater. 


All the accommodation we recommend has been 
checked by one of our representatives. 


It's not possible to list our full range of tours, hotels, 
self-catering and adventure holidays in this limited 
space. So why not ask for our full colour brochure? 


CAN BE DONE LIMITED 
7-11 Kensington High Street, London W8 5NP 


Tel: 0181-907 2400 


SEND FOR THIS QUALITY 


PRODUCT TODAY 


Fax: 0181-909 1854 


@eeeeeeeeeaeeeeesexckeeeneeveede@ “@ 
PLEASE SEND MB THE SHC NYLON LINED WHEELYMAC ABOVE, | I declare that lam chronically sick or disabled and tht lam 


J ENCLOSE FULL PAYMENT OF £..... 
NAME nn 
ADDRESS........ 


SIMPLY NTEX" “SESE 


Cee Liat 


feet: Ctr 


w= | receiving from Simplantex Health Care Limited a — 
‘ eee which is “if a2 lied to me for my personal use only 


of this product i is eligible for ralif 


and that I claim the sup) 


¥ from VAT under schedule group 14 ad the VAT Act 1083, 
ites 4 


» DN3/96 


HEALTHCARE HOUSE, WILLOWFIELD ROAD, EASTBOURNE, EAST SUSSEX BN 22 BAP. 


TEL 01323 411618, FAX. 01323 412781 


Appointments 


David Harker is now 
managing director of 
Sense, the National 
Deaf-Blind and 
Rubella Association. 


G&M 


‘COACHWORK 


DEVON 


VEHICLES FOR THE DISABLED 


CAR AND LIGHT VAN CONVERSIONS FOR THE 
FAMILY. WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBILITY PLUS 
3-6 SEATS. A SELECTION OF NEW OR GOOD 

USED VEHICLES BUILT TO SUIT YOUR 

INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS. FOR ADVICE ON 

CONVERSIONS, MOTABILITY & VAT EXEMPTION 
CONTACT: DAVID VOOGHT, TEL: 01803 812260 


To reply to a personal ad indi- 
cate the box. number and 
mark the envelope private and 
confidential. If you do not it 
will be opened. Send to DN, 


address on page 2. 


Are you a woman with SLE 
(lupus)? Do you have anything 
to say about how you are 
treated by doctors? Kate White- 
head is researching into ways 
women with SLE influence their 
medical treatment. Contact her 
at The Tizard Centre, The Uni- 
versity, Canterbury, Kent CT2 
FLL; tel: (01227): 277751. 


Roz Gordon is compiling a 
guide book on access in the 
countryside for disabled people 
and would welcome comments 
or advice. She is also looking 
for a manual wheelchair to bor- 
row for the research. Write to R 
Gordon, Help, c/o Disability 
Now, address on page 2. 


DO YOU OR A MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY 
HAVE PROBLEMS WITH A SCHOOL, 
COLLEGE OR YOUR COUNCIL? ARE YOU 
GETTING THE EDUCATION, COMMUNITY 
CARE OR SERVICES YOU NEED? 


David Ruebain is a disabled solicitor specialising in 
education, community care and local government law. He is 
committed to the disability movement and has been involved 
in the campaign for civil rights legislation for disabled 
people. We also offer direct access for deaf people, through 
a lawyer fluent in British Sign Language. 


Legal Aid work undertaken. 


In addition, we specialise in offering training on aspects of 
education and disability law and also on the Disability 


Discrimination Act. 


For free initial advice contact him at: 


DAVID LEVENE & CO. 
SOLICITORS 

Ashley House 
235-239 High Road 
Wood Green 


London 
N22 4HF 


Telephone: 0181-881 7777 


Minicom: 0181-881 6764 


Facsimile: 0181-889 6395 


Personal 


WILL BOX NO. 865 please get in touch with 
DN! You've had lots of responses, but we 
have no address to send them to. 


MORE ANDY THAN Steve MacDonald. 
Intelligent, romantic male in his 30s, 
slightly disabled, good sense of fun, would 
like loving relationship with 27 plus 
woman. I think I need a hug. Box No. 872 


SARAH AGED 22 seeks male physio/nurse 
in Hants area. University student. Enjoys 
discos, pubs, shopping. I’m a Christian. 
You need a sense of humour. Love a 
photo. Box No. 873 


PROFESSIONAL GRADUATE PARAPLEGIC, 
36, good looking, needs female able bod- 
ied friend for whatever. Likes travel, 
music, skiing. Own home and cars (clas- 
sic). Need company for dinner, theatre or 
a laugh. Box No. 874 


RAY 38 WITH cerebral palsy. Mobile, well 
read, seeks supportive female 20-40. Any- 
where. Studying law. Object negotiable. 
Can move. Very good sense of humour. 
Likes comedy. Box No. 875 


33-YEAR-OLD CHESTERFIELD DIVORCED 
male with walking disability looking for a 
female to start a new life with. If you are 
slim, honest and reliable (as I have been 
hurt in the past) then I can give plenty of 
tender loving care. Must like children as I 
have regular contact with my two. Box 
No. 876 


NOTTINGHAM MAN, 37, with slight cere- 
bral palsy would like to meet lady for inti- 
mate friendship. Age and ability not 
important. Box No. 877 


CARDIFF MAN, 35. Good looking. Wishes 
to write to female from Cardiff and sur- 
rounding area. Please write. Box No 878 


PRETTY 50-YEAR-OLD FEMALE. Straight. 
Likes animals, especially cats and bud- 
gies. Hobbies include drawing and writ- 
ing. Also enjoy going to the movies. I 
would like to find a friend — female or 
male —to go out and about with. Box No. 
879 


EAST ANGLIA. GAY female, mature under- 
graduate with disability, wishes to meet 
sincere, affectionate female for friend- 
ship, cuddles, possibly more. Age and 
looks not important. Box No. 880 


MALE, 30, wheelchair user, living in East 
Midlands. In full-time employment. Own 
transport, own property. Into a wide 
range of music, going to festivals and con- 
certs. Likes writing and poetry. Into the 
environment and animal rights. Seeks 
lady for lasting friendship and to share — 
interests. All letters will be answered. 
Photograph appreciated. Box No. 881 


ATTRACTIVE 25-YEAR-OLD WOMAN 
wheelchair user seeks man 25-30 who can 
help and trust after an abused childhood. 
I live in the Avon area. Box No. 882 


1 AM 6FT, medium build, with dark hair 
and blue eyes, good natured, mild man- 
nered and single. 49 years old. I live on my 
own. I have muscular dystrophy. I can 
walk but soon get tired. I would like a 
penfriend and a friendship with someone 
as near Goole as possible. Box No. 883 


40-YEAR-OLD SINGLE FEMALE — one of the 
walking wounded. Veggie, likes classical 
music, reading, gardening, walking dogs 
in countryside. Lives north London. Seeks 
companion to share interests. Box No. 884 


DISABLED MAN AGED 33. Works with chil- 
dren. Non smoker. Likes reading and 
writing. Would like a relationship. Ladies 
aged between 19 and 36 please write, 
photo if possible. I enjoy swimming. Box 
No. 885 


For personal ads please 
send a cheque or postal 
order for £3 payable to 


Disability Now with your 
ad. This is to help cover 
our costs. 
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|| DN's crossword 


By DN’s 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 


” PISCES (20 Feb-20 Mar) 

‘ The Sun, Mercury and Saturn 
bring excitement and mental 
activity. If your best efforts are 
blocked, look at your motives. 

a ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) 

Mars enters your sign at the end 
of March bringing vitality. Hope- 
fully, you have developed rela- 
tionships to a point where you 
are now able to focus on work. 

( TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 
Taureans looking for partners 
could strike it lucky this month. 
The 22nd to the 24th is a good 
time to look at how you operate 
in relationships, but you should 
not necessarily act on feelings. 
GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 

You may feel you have lots of 
decisions to make but are too 
confused to take action. Fear not 
— you will be more constructive 
towards the end of the month. 

{ CANCER (23 June-23 July) 

You may think you could con- 
quer the world right now. This 
may be true but it’s more likely 
that you will have a month full 
of positive work and play before 
you sort out your priorities. 

€ LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 

If you still want to make dra- 
matic changes, hold on. March 
starts with some soul searching. 
Heed what you find but relax — 
Rome wasn’t built in a day. 

{ VIRGO (24 Avg-23 Sep) 

The full Moon in Virgo on the 
5th opposes Mars and the Sun. 
This could create temporary 
discord with loved ones. Don’t 
be too reactive. Things are not 
as bad as they seem. 

Y LIBRA (24 Sep-23 Oct) 

The Moon in your sign on the 
7th and 8th should hold the last 
of the stress you have been feel- 
ing in relationships. Get your 
work life in order this month. 

y SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 

A month of dreams to be 
realised. You may think your 
troubles are behind you. This 
may be true, but watch out for a 
sting in the tail from a loved one. 

y SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 
You are full of ideas this month, 
but beware of pipe dreams. 
Some of your inspirations will 
be worth pursuing, but sort out 
the wheat from the chaff. 

y CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
Tensions in relationships 
should ease as Venus leaves 

_ Aries on the 7th. On the 14th 
and 15th you should re-evaluate 
some personal priorities. 

Y AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 

You may feel you want to give 
in to every impulse and are 
more impatient with others 
than usual. Try to keep your 
mind on the job in hand rather 
than looking too far ahead. 


Answers on page 33 


ACROSS 

1. Surrender (12) 

7. Lend ark (anag) 

8. Access aid (4) 

9. Consume (3) 

10. Use slob (anag) 

12. Instrument for brain 
surgery (6) 

13. Place of Texan battle (5) 
14. Embattled animal (3,5) 
19. Storm’s centre (3) 

21. Coil part (anag) 

22. The a (anag) 18. Party animal? (4) 
23. Pain (4 20. Lubricant (3) 


Eg Lad Eel x Exel ee 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


DOWN 
1,11. Type of disability (8,5) 
2. The girl with the box? (7) 
3. Eamonn Andrews or Oprah 
Winfrey, for example (8,4) 
* 4. Steal rod (anag) 
5. Animal with flippers (6) 
6. Back of neck (4) 
11. See 1 down 
15. Unprincipled journalist (4) 
16. Leftover (5) 
17. Spooky (5) 


In your DN 
next month 


e Has access improved at this year’s Ideal 
Home Exhibition? DN finds out what’s on 
offer for people with disabilities. 


@ Communication aids: Janet Larcher 
reviews different types and how to get one. 


© Dress for success: Wondering what to 
wear for an important day? We’ve got fash- 
ion ideas to make everything go just the way 
you want it to. 


lous: top tips and 
ideas galore for green 
fingered readers. 


© Benefits problems? 
DN’s expert helps 
out. 


© Herbs for health: 
discover the natural 
way to relax and revi- 
talise. 


Plus all the best in 
news, views, arts, 
sport, jobs and offers. 
On sale in newsagents 
and Sainsbury from 
27 March. 


MARTHA ROBINSON 


ILLER 


Win a Thornton’s 
Easter rooster 


Put your artistic hats on kids! 
Paint or draw an Easter picture like 
the one above maybe. Send it to 
us with your name, age, address 
and disability and you could win 
Rockie the chocolate Rooster 
(right). We've got five to give 
away. The competition is open to 
children under 16. Closing date: 
12 March 1996. Send your picture 
to: DN, address on page 2. 


Get DN 
delivered 


to your door... 


Here’s your chance to receive the award winning 
newspaper for everyone with an interest in 
disability every month. To become a subscriber, 
just fill in the coupon below and return it to us. 


] Individuals at home address — £14 (12 issues) [isa | 

£27 (24 issues) [| : 

: Professionals/organisations —£19 (12 issues) ies 

: £37 (24 issues) [| I 

i Disabled people C] 

, on income support — Free 

I 

i IN ELIT I ep hac detente dois rp neste cass ene emcee ice Sgt ea ate 

I 

i TK CS oct ters Petia atte ates Mec. fs Mens Motte noses sascnnatcdaeBrenxnntes ; 

I I 

Po rreneeeeeettsseeeeessnseeeecuesseeensunseeetansssseeennssettgnssssnesen , 

Brn wencemndoy Rat oe) 2, Postend6 #38 sae hat ees 

| 

Why not pay by credit card? Cee tba to: 
Tel: 0171-383 4575. Dota IN Bb: 

: 12 Park Crescent, 

i Multiple and overseas copy rates FREEPOST 17, i 

I available on request London W1N 4EQ. | 

| Cheques should be I 

i : “1° made payable to i 

D isability NOW Disability Now. 

1 i 
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32 Classified 


: Access Holday 
r For details 

send SAE to Access Holiday Guide 

eT Roundberry, Salcombe, Devon 108 BLY 


HOLIDAY COTTAGE WEST WALES 
You'll find no better place than 
Swn Y Gwynt. 

A former coach house newly converted 
specifically for people with disabilities, 
there are 2 twin bedrooms, one en-suite 
with assisted shower, the other upstairs 
with own bathroom. Kitchen fully 
accessible. Patio. Own garden. Parking. 
Marvellous views. Good touring centre. 
Reasonable rates include heating, TV. 


WIB Grading $éi hay AS 


Telephone Griew on 01267 237261. 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
provides good access, specialist equipment in 
some rooms. All in a comfortable, friendly 
country house hotel in several acres of natural 
grounds. Three miles from the picturesque 
market town of Wymondham, offering excellent 
opportunities for exploring the countryside and 
coastline of East Anglia. 
For FREE brochure inc. SPECIAL DEALS ring 


01508 489324 


‘STRATHSPEY, SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS’ 


Beautifully restored 19th century forest village 
cottage offers (STB) highly accredited facilities, 
especially designed for wheelchair users. 
Spacious, warm and peaceful. An ideal touring 
base in magnificent scenery. Brochure with 
specifications and access guide to numerous local 
attractions and visits. Tel/Fax. 01479 821642 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
DISABLED TRAVELLERS, DON'T MISS THIS 
SPACIOUS, LUXURY, ADAPTED BUNGALOW. 
3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS 
(MANGAR BATHLIFT), CABLE TV, 
TELEPHONE, COUNTRY CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 
10 MINS. AIRPORT. 15 MINS DISNEY. 
PARAPLEGIC OWNER, SUE FISHER, 5 PARK 
LANE, BROUGHTON PARK, SALFORD M7 4HT. 
TEL/FAX: 0161 792 3029. 
PLEASE ENQUIRE ABOUT LATE AVAILABILITY 
DISCOUNTS NOW. 


NORFOLK BROADS/COAST 
— The Old Chapel, Horsey Corner. ETB 
Commended. BB/EM in Area of Out- 
standing Natural Beauty. Rural National 
Trust village. Non Smoking. Category 
Three accommodation. Tel: 01493 
393498 for Brochure. 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully adapted 
for wheelchair use. Good access to 
beaches. Sleeps up to 6. Details 

C Hodgson. Tel: (01924) 454300. 


LUXURY ADAPTED MOBILE HOMES 
To Rent from £95 
OR FOR PURCHASE 
SUPERB SITES 
IN FRANCE AND SPAIN 


holiday homes for the disabled 
Bentons Place, Hooklands Lane, Shipley, 
Nr Horsham, West Sussex RH13 8PY 

! Tel: 01403 741120 Fax: 01403 741259 


wy 


The Laurels, Devon 


Enjoy a traditional, fun, Christmas 
and New Year’s Eve. Room for the 
family and friends. Groups 
welcome. Tel: (01752) 830580. 


TY GLYN DAVIS TRUST 
HOLIDAY CENTRE FOR 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
A purpose-built, self-catering holiday centre 
in Cardiganshire, West Wales, recently 
opened by the Duchess of Gloucester. 
Accommodation: for groups of up to 18 persons, 


with full services and facilities, all wheelchair 
friendly. 

Environment: in mature woodlands, alongside 
the River Aeron, with nature trail and bird and 
otter hide. Three miles from the sea. Local 
beaches with seals and dolphins. 


Cost: £250 per group per week inclusive. 


Available to: families, schools, projects, voluntary 
agencies and public bodies. 
For Brochure: please send SAE to D. Thomas, 
1, Dolfor, Ciliau Aeron, Lampeter, SA48 SDE. 
The Ty Glyn Davis Trust is a registered 
non-profit making Charity. 


5 Star self catering cottages on animal park in 
North Wales. Fully wheelchair accessible with all 
services for disabled, 2 miles from the beach and 
with spectacular views. Half hour drive from 
Snowdonia National Park. 01407 711433. 


Holidays in France for the disabled 
Auberge de la Tour 
Small, family run guest house in Loire 
Valley/Vendee area of France. English 
qualified nurse proprietor. On full board 
holidays all transportation costs from 
ferry/airport and daily outings are 
inclusive, and respite care is available at 
no extra charge. 

For brochure contact 
Mr and Mrs Bartlam, 40 Rue St Eloi, 
Courtay 79440, Deux Sevres, France, 
tel (0033) 49.72.25.37. 
English contact no. 01395 267084 


MONTANA SOL-SPAIN 


F/B En suite accom. Nr. Benalmadena. British run 
luxury private villa complex, catering for up to 16 
persons. Specifically adapted and TOTALLY 
accessible. Pool hoist. Bus with tail lift provides 
airport transfers & ALL local transport.FOC. Bar, 
Residents lounge, Sat. TV, etc. Highly 
recommended. For full information write: 
Montana Sol SL, Calle Salgareno 30, El Pinillo, 
Torremolinos, Spain. Tel: 00 34 52 382442. 


Blackmoor Vale, Dorset 
3 self catering holiday bungalows 
suitable for disabled visitors with 1 
specially designed for wheelchair 
users. Children welcome. No pets. 
Battery car available for use around the 
farm. For brochure tel: 01258 860 284. 
Mrs Fiona Idda, Beremarsh Farm, 
Shillingstone, Blandford, 
Dorset DT11 OQY. 


PORTUGAL — ALGARVE 
Small Country Guest House _ fully 
wheelchair accessible with large adapted 
en-suite bedrooms. Swimming Pool and 
superb food. Friendly English Family. 

For Brochure 


Tel. 00.351.82.449068 
Fax 00.351.82.449127 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 


Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible luxury 
bungalows overlooking lake and set within 38 acres of 
glorious countryside. Many on-site facilities including 
tea room/shop. Take-away meals and equipment hire 
available. Tourist board Highly Commended. For 
colour brochure please contact: Pauline and Tony 
Blight, Blagdon Farm, Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon 
EX21 SDF. Phone: 01409 211509, fax: 01409 211510. 


GLEBE FARM HOLIDAYS 
SELF-CATERING COTTAGES FOR 
THE DISABLED 
Glebe Farm, Charles Brayford 
Nr. Barnstaple, North Devon EX32 7PT 
Telephone 01598 710241 
Open all year. Wheelchair accessible. 
Equipment available. 

Please contact: Valerie Boddington 


MAR Y SOL - TENERIFE 

Wheelchair accessible apartments. Heated pool with 
hoist, restaurant, poolside bar, equipment hire. Ring 
today for cheapest prices on flights. Video available. 
ALGARVE — PORTUGAL 

Wheelchair friendly luxury villas in Portugal with 
swimming pools or small friendly hotel with adapted 
rooms. Sue Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, 
Staines, Middx. TW19 5KX, Tel: (01753) 685718. 
Retail agents for ATOL holders. 


SPACIOUS CARAVAN owned by Scope 
on site 400 yards from Felixstowe sea 
front and promenade. Fully adapted for 
wheelchair users. Maximum capacity 5 
adults with 1 child. Prices are £130 low 
season pw, £150 high season pw. 
For details please contact Miss Mary 
Richardson, 9 Charles Road, 
Felixstowe. Tel: 01394 279173. 
All disabled people welcome 


HERTFORD HOUSE HOTEL CLACTON ON SEA 
22 bed Hotel specially designed and equipped 
for guests with physical disabilities. Within easy 
reach of local facilities and beach. Carers and 
families welcome. Full board from £260 per 
week. Volunteer helpers required. For brochures 
tel: 01707 375159 or write to: Holiday 
Organiser, Hertfordshire Association for the 
Disabled, The Woodside Centre, The Commons, 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 4DD. 
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Holidays in Lakeland. Nr Penrith. Category 2, 
carefully restored self-catering barn. Sleeps 
4/6. ETB 3 keys, commended. Away from 
grounds but well-placed for northern Wales, 
Pennines and Eden Valley. Open all year. 
Telephone 01768 892596. 


St. Leonards, Sussex. 
7 berth caravan adapted for 
disabled people on Haven 
Site. For colour brochure, Tel: 
Shepway MS (01303) 892850. 


‘ PRIMROSE HILL ’ - BLUE ANCHOR 
Four Self-Catering Bungalows (Inspected by 
Holiday Care Service - Category 1). Splendid 

Views of Sea, Exmoor, Steam Railway. TV, Video, 
Linen, Games Room - Equipment Available. 
Contact Lorraine and Martyn Babb, Primrose 

Hill, Wood Lane, Blue Anchor, Near Minehead 

TA24 6LA or phene Dunster (01643) 821200. 


Quality self catering accommodation for all the family 
with an emphasis on facilities for disabled visitors. 
Nestling into beautiful unspoilt countryside. 6 of the 9 
traditional Welsh stone cottages are single storey and 
easily accessible from the large car park. Cottages 
sleep from 3-9 persons and are equipped to the highest 
standard. W.T.B. 5 Dragons. Luxurious, Purpose built 
indoor heated swimming pool and games room. Open 
all year. Groups welcome. For colour brochure phone 
Richard and Linda Burgess (01570) 470275. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“4992 Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair 
users and their families. Rural setting with 
superb views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning 
stoves and daily meal service. 
Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. Telephone 
Bodmin (01208) 850277 or 850617. 


NAISH ESTATE, New Milton, 
Hampshire. Fully equipped, completely 
wheelchair accessible, two-bedroom 
bungalow. Sleeps six. Site near sea 
with access to New Forest, 
Bournemouth. Excellent site facilities 
100 yards from Chalet. Details, 
Mr P Cash, tel: (01425) 672055. 


LOOE, CORNWALL. Fully equipped, 
self-catering, two-bedroom bungalow. 
Sleeps six. Site near sea with easy access 
to beach, shop and camp facilities. Easily 
accessible for wheelchairs. Details, 
Mr P Cash, tel: (01425) 672055. 


Llandeilo, West Wales 
1994 HOLIDAY CARE WINNER 
3 cottages, all wheelchair accessible. Rural location and 
overlooked by 12th century castle. Ideally situated for 
exploring South and West Wales. Each cottage sleeps 4, 
central heating, CTV, games/fitness rooms, laundry, 
extensive grounds. Open all year, short breaks available. 
Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558) 823 059 for brochure. 


SOUTH WEST WALES 
Luxury caravans (one specially designed for 
wheelchair users and their families). 

On beautifully situated, friendly family run 
park. 250 yds from sandy beach. Heated pool. 
Bar/restaurant. Games room. Sunrise Bay 
Holiday Park, Llansteffan, Carmarthen, Dyfed, 
SA33 5LP. Phone: 01267 241394. 


BEAUTIFUL ARRAN 
Magnificent location, peace, comfort, good 
food — all you could wish for in a guest house, 
but with many extras for those special holiday 
needs. Fully accessible accommodation and a 
wide range of equipment and services, 
sensitively and discretely provided. Holidays 
tailored to suit individual needs. You can enjoy 
a holiday on Arran whatever your level of 
activity, and it’s nearer than you think! For 
brochure and full details contact Graham and 
Barbara Williams, Strathwhillan House, 
Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8BQ. Tel: 01770 
302331. Winner of Holiday Care Award 1995. 


Open all year round 
Ambleside — Lake District 
Exclusive det bungalow and cottages. 5 
min from lake and shops. Convenient to 
all areas of lakes. Tel: 015394 31733. 
From £200 per week. Reg. NAS CAT 3. 


BRITTANY FARMHOUSE 


with excellent ground floor facilities 
for wheelchair users. Resident 


English owner. For brochure contact 
Peter Davies, 94 Church Road, 
Stretton, Burton upon Trent 
DE13 OHE. Tel: (01283) 543743. 


> a 


Negitay CYCLE FOR 


HEALTH & FUN 


Softerfit Ltd. 


Soft wide fitting Footwear, Slip- 

pers and Lightweight Shoes in lux- 

urious velours. soft vinyl and 

leather, all lined with cotton 
towelling. 


Indoor/Outdoor Soles. 
Brochure available. 


Phone: 01530 273033 


ARE YOU A 
WHEELCHAIR USER? 


Is getting out of your chair into your car 
becoming more. and more difficult, painful or 
just too much for your driver/carer? 


A Chairman Car from Gowrings means 
no more transferring, no more lifting, 
just travelling with the family whenever 
you choose, in comfort. 


Ring us FREE on 0800 220878 ~c——} 
for your full colour , a | 
information pack. —— C— 


=O === 
GOWRINGS MOBILITY 


Tel: 01635 529500 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining massage 
chairs, nearly new, half prices, reconditioned, 
year warranty, guaranteed first class goods. 
Part exchanges, repairs, COD, Access, Visa 
accepted. Tel: (01460) 61157. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLE REGISTER 


ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS 
LOCATING THE USED VEHICLE YOU 
NEED OR DISPOSING OF YOUR 
EXISTING VEHICLE? 


Register your requirements or vehicle for sale with 
the Wheelchair accessible vehicle register and let 
us match buyer with seller. 


For full details of this new service telephone 


(01202) 814112 


HOISTS 


for lifting wheelchairs, scooters 
and people into cars... 


WE HAVE THE ANSWER 
Ring 01629-813493 Be 


for brochure or free demo 


Le 
€ 


Autochair Ltd Milford Lane Bakewell DE4 1DX 


CAR CHAIR CONVERSION 
OF VW GOLF 1991 


H reg, one owner, full service history, 
46,000 miles, new MoT, 12 months 


warranty. Easy wheelchair access by 
automatic lower rear suspension plus 
rear seats. £6,495 ono. 


Telephone: 01279 813608 


Trade 


HONDA NIPPI £800 ono. Three wheel 49cc 
road going. Suitable for wheelchair. 1985. 
Ready for MOT and tax. Tel: 0181-992 
3132. 


SHOPRIDER SCOOTER plus ramps for sale 
due to bereavement. As new. Used twice. 
Cost £1,600. Accept £1,000. No offers. 
Tel: 0161-904 0555S. 


FORD COURIER. Devon conversion. 
1800D power steering. Sun roof. 14,000 
miles. Wheelchair and third seat com- 
plete with ramp and all chair fittings. Tel: 
(01643) 862598. 


ALPHA BED plus relief bubble bed. £300 
ono. Two non electric wheelchairs, £250 
and £200 ono. Two electric armchairs 
with remote control, £400 and £800 ono. 
Marina electric bath chair, £285 ono. 
Kettler Carat electronic exercise bike, 
£270 ono. Tel: 0171-839 2660. 


FORD TRANSIT. Standard height conver- 
sion. Tail lift, three seats, two wheelchair 
places. F reg. 90,000 miles. New MOT. 
£4,500 ono. Tel: (01703) 733158. 


NISSAN VANETTE DIESEL. 9,400 miles 
only. 1994 model luxury conversion by 
Widnes. Electric lift. Alarm and stereo as 
new. Four speakers. With all conversions 
cost £13,770. Owner going abroad. Fixed 
price £9,500 only for quick sale. Tel: 
0131-229 3116. 


Lark 4 four wheel scooter. Unused. Lights, 


indicators, horn, kerb climbers, auto — 


brakes etc. Cost £2,500. Sell for £1,600 
ono. Tel: (01454) 616601. Can deliver. 


POWERTEC F40 WHEELCHAIR. Indoor/out- 
door. Reclining back and many extras. 
Good condition. £1,000. Tel: (01462) 
813181. 


HEMCO TILT and lift reclining armchair. 
£500. Used for one month only. Was £800 
new. Tel: (01737) 812968. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. Home and Away 
3. Practically new. Cost £2,500. All offers 
considered. Tel: 0181-747 8993 (west 
London). 


CAR CHAIR. Electric power wheelchair. 
The system lifts a disabled person plus 
chair by push button control into passen- 
ger position of car. Taken out of Escort 
but fits most cars. New condition. Will 
sell for £2,800 ono. Tel: (01629) 733377. 


SAFARI BATTERY CAR. Two speed and 
reverse. Fully weather proof. Road/pave- 
usable. Front/rear/hazard lights 
with charger. Hardly used. Immaculate. 
Cost £3,600. Reasonable offers. Tel: 
(01234) 766808 (Bedford). 


ment 


ESCORT MAY 94. 1800cc. Cayman blue 
Constable. Electric chair passenger side. 
3,000 miles. £8,500. VAT fee servicing. 
Power steering. Central locking. Tel: 
(01322) 521338. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA CHAIRMAN 1.6. Auto 
lowering suspension ramp. 20,000 miles. 
Excellent condition. Sale due to bereave- 
ment. £6,500 ono. Tel: 0181-399 1731. 


SKWIRREL ELECTRIC CHAIR. Excellent 
condition. Many extras. Suitable for chil- 
dren up to 16/18 years. Cost £7,359. Now 
£3,300. Yellow. Tel: (01489) 571800 
(Southampton). 


BEC SCOOTER. Lightweight, easily trans- 
portable, ideal for shopping or house. 
£375 ono. Tel: (01992) 629577 (Cheshunt, 
Herts). 


ORTHO-KINETICS ARMCHAIR. £375. Power 


lifting/reclining. Tel: (01865) 881175. 


FORD TRANSIT 80. J reg. Blue. 2.0 EFI 
86.000. Drive from the wheelchair. Very 
light. Power steering. Automatic vacuum 
assisted accelerator/brake. Hand con- 
trols. Nine indicator, horn, 
wash/wiper etc. Infra red _ electric 
door/lift, electric headrest, tie-down and 
hand brake. Touch button start, inter- 


way 


changeable passenger seat and more. 
Excellent working order. £11,000. Tel: 
(01159) 784032. 


CARMOBILITY 80° swivel seat. Includes 
headrest and moveable armrests for dis- 
abled passenger. Adaptable for most 
makes of car. Buyer collects. £300 ono. 
Tel: (01489) 601107 (Locks Heath). 


WHEELCHAIR PASSENGER access Austin 
Metro Chairman. Three doors. 1987D 
998cc. 49,000 miles. Registered with one 
owner. MOT May. Good condition. 
Price £1,500 ono. Tel: (01202) 391864. 


VASSILLT MANUAL WHEELCHAIR with 
reclining backrest, headrest and padded 
calfrest. £200 ono. Tel: (01933) 227689. 


EVEREST AND JENNING’S Home and Away 
model electric wheelchair. £750 ono. Sec- 
ond-hand model in good condition with 
battery charger. Right hand drive. Con- 
tact Jane Sherwood tel: (01865) 251616 or 
(01865) 250672 (Oxford). 
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In a Crisis 


Contracts and tenders 


PROVISION OF SPECIALIST SERVICES 
TO DISABLED PEOPLE 


As part of its programme of market testing, the Employment Service (ES), an 
Executive Agency of the Department of Education and Employment, plans to 
invite bids for the provision of the range of specialist services currently 
delivered to people with disabilities who are in work or looking for work in 
ES’s North West region. Following our earlier call, in October 1995, for 
general expressions of interest, we would now like to receive formal 
expressions from organisations which, on their own or in association with 
others, would be capable of running such services. 


Helplessness * Anxiety * Longing 
Anger * Sadness * Hurt * Fear 
Despair 
Whatever you’re going through, 


we'll go through it with you. 
Please Phone, Visit or Write 


The. 
Samaritans 


0345 90 90 90 


(Calls charged at local rate) 


efficient sub-contracting arrangements. A relevant factor will also be the 
suppliers ability to demonstrate innovation. Information will also be sought to 
ensure the financial standing of organisations in relation to this contract, 
including, for example, their ability to take on pension liabilities. 


The contract, covering the range of specialist services for people with 
disabilities in ES North West region, is likely to be for three years, with 
potential to extend to five years. It is envisaged that it will commence no later 
than October 1997. Final decisions as to the inclusion of the specialist support 
functions currently delivered by the Ability Development Centres (ADCs) 
have not yet been taken, and those who respond to this advertisement will be 
informed of the outcome as soon as possible. 


| RG Find-A-Friend 


Anybody — Any Age — Anywhere Able-Bodied or Disabled 
Thoose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 SHL 
Telefax (24hr) UK 01606 49093, Overseas Int +44 + 1606 49093 


Within a legislative framework including the Disability Discrimination Act 
1995, these services include: 


- assessment and counselling services, including giving advice as to whether 
unemployed people with disabilities meet the labour market conditions for 
entitlement to unemployment benefits; 


Expressions of interest in writing (quoting reference 035/02) should be sent to 
the address below to be received no later than noon on 25 March 1996. 
Correspondence which does not meet specified deadlines will not be considered. 


provision of packages of help (including for example, access to appropriate 


ES programmes, work preparation) tailored to individual client needs; Those who respond to this advertisement will be invited to a suppliers’ open 


day which will be held in Manchester in April 1996 and at which we will 
provide further information about this market test and the services to be 
provided. Organisations which confirm their interest will receive a briefing 
pack and supplier appraisal questionnaire before the open day. 


0181-958 9657 
36 Park Grove Datec Social 
Edgware for the contacts 
Middlesex Disabled provided. 
HA8 7SJ A better life (All areas) 


placing clients into employment; 
administering the Access to Work scheme; 


work with employers to assist the recruitment and retention of individuals 
and to promote the implementation of good policies and practice. 


A key factor in the decision to award the contract will be the supplier’s ability 
to provide services of an assured professional standard to people with 
disabilities. They will be expected to do this through their own personnel or 


Judy Fordree 
Employment Service, Value For Money Unit, 
Level 4, Skills House, 3-7 Holy Green, Sheffield S1 4JA. 


EMPLOYMENT Ayareiaia:: 


Serving People through Jobcentres 


Department for Education and Employment 


Dating Agency for 
people with disabilities and caring, 
understanding able bodied persons 
Ring now on 01473 226950 
Lonely, bored and fed up? 
Why not give Handidate a try, 
you may by pleasantly surprised 
GO FOR IT and JOIN NOW 
Member of ABIA 


PE xhibition Wanted I Property for sale 


CHAIRMAN TYPE VEHICLE with GLOUCESTER FOUR BEDROOMED house. 


TRAINING 


wheelchair passenger access. Any make 
or model considered. Tel: 0181-953 1238. 


MOTOR HOME with lift for disabled per- 


son. Please tel: (01323) 768971. 


Recently adapted for wheelchair user. 
Including lift, ramps to front and rear 
entrances, electrical points to wheelchair 
height. Lovely rear garden. Excellent 
local amenities. £140,000. Tel: 0181-462 


2537. 


DISABLED LADY, 43, with hearing loss — 
uses hearing aid — would like to 
meet/write to gentleman with similar dis- 
abilities. Must be kind, patient and hope- 
fully drive a car. Various interests. Box 


No. 886 


Under one roof a unique event with exhibitors providing work, 
training, services and facilities to help disabled people. 


GALA LEISURE CENTRE, 
LODGE ROAD, 


ATTRACTIVE YOUNG MAN aged 34 with 


cerebral palsy and_ partially sighted, 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Capitulation 

7. Rankled 8. Ramp 9. Eat 
10. Blouses 12. Trepan 

13. Alamo 14. War horse 

19. Eye 21. Tropical 

22. Lighter 23. Ache 
DOWN: 1. Cerebral 

2. Pandora 3. Talkshow host 
4. Lodestar 5. Turtle 6. Nape 
11. Palsy 15. Hack 16. Relic 
17. Eerie 18. Stag 20. Oil 


Clothing to order 
wheelchair user. Has blue eyes and fair 


FOR CLOTHES INDIVIDUALLY designed hair, medium build. Seeks attractive 
and beautifully made, tel: Caryn on 
0181-470 4868 (M25 area). 


young female age late 20s-early 30s, able 
bodied or partly disabled for compan- 
ionship. Must be non smoking with own 
car and like music and socialising and be 
loving, caring, gentle and understanding. 


WEST BROMWICH. 


Would like to find someone from Bexley 
or surrounding area. Box No. 887 


Wednesday, 13th March, 11.30am - 5.00pm 
Thursday, 14th March, 9.00am - 4.00pm 


Admission free. Wheelchair accessible. 


34-YEAR-OLD MALE would like penpals. 
Likes swimming, films and sports. Box 
No. 888 


Deadline for 
APRIL ISSUE: 
booked by 


For advance tickets or further information contact: 
Chris Delaney, Exhibition Office, telephone: 0121 552 3373. 


SPONSORED BY: 
CABLE MIDLANDS, KENRICK & JEFFERSON, 
SANDWELL TRAINING & ENTERPRISE COUNCIL, 
DUDLEY TRAINING & ENTERPRISE COUNCIL. 


LADY TETRAPLEGIC, 33, with six month 


baby, seeks loving male to build a family 


March 8, camera 
ready 
artwork/copy by 
March 12 


relationship. Box No, 889 


MALE AGED 34 with hydrocephalus 


would like to meet gay male aged 20-30 


Disability Now is not responsible 

for claims made in the advertise- 

ments it prints and all readers are 

advised to check claims with the 
advertisers before relying on them. 


for close friendship. Box No. 890 


Organised jointly by Sandwell MBC and Dudley MBC 


with Sandwell and Dudley PACT. GENTLEMAN, 37, good sense of humour, 


considerate, caring, intelligent and good 


conyersationalist, slightly disabled, 


romantic, would like to meet woman for 


a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a re - 4 
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| Classified lineage advertisements 
Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to 
allow a space for each comma or full stop and a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 
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friendship and relationship. 30 plus. Box 


No. 891 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
...and make a big 
impression. Small ads in 
DN reach over 80,000 
people for just £3 a line. All 
small ads must be paid for 
in advance. If you want to 


advertise, please use the 
form on the left. Send it 
with a cheque for the total 
to Disability Now, 

12 Park Crescent, London 
W1N 4EQ. 
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Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now, to: 


12 Park Crescent, London W1iN 4EQ. 
DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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34 Classified 


The Lynx Hand Control 


The ONLY control that transfers from 
car to car. Fits in 5 minutes — removal 
takes seconds. 

Your driving freedom will cost less than 
you think: For more details call: Lynx 
Hand Controls Ltd., on 01695 573816. 
HIRE WITH EUROPCAR 
WITH LYNX HAND CONTROLS 


C EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
E Pp PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 
te Vat Se ee 
Specialising in: : 
Lightweight, Rigid & 
_ Folding Wheelchairs 
* Expert Advice by Wheelchair 
Professionals 
* Home Demonstrations 
* Repairs, Servicing, Spares 
* Wheelchair Insurance 
* Authorised dealers for Quickie, 
Shadow, Top End, Action, Swede 


w«ttory Phone for a Brochure or 
27-|% Further Information: 
72 EPC Head Office a 
wwf Tel/Fax: 01252 547 
Ss < EPC Regional Office 
Tel/Fax: 01203 422327 


A company cun by the disabled - for the disabled! 


(T] 


DO 
S 


* Free personal survey 

(no obligation) 
¢ New or reconditioned stairlifts 
* Servicing and maintenance 
¢ Unwanted stairlifts purchased 
¢ Branches nationwide 


Telephone: 
0181-861 2370 
or (01276) 23119 
for nearest branch 


We are approved agents for: 


ss 
Stanviah MINNATOR NGRORUOT 


CRAFTMATIC 4FT GIN BED. Fully 
adjustable, heated, massages. Almost 
new. £1,000 ono. Tel: (01922) 620597. 


SWEDE ELITE LIGHTWEIGHT wheelchair. 
Excellent condition. Includes accessories. 
£750 ono. Tel: (01480) 351559. 


HONDA NIPPI £800 ono. Three wheel 49cc 
road going. Suitable for wheelchair. 
1985. Ready for MOT and tax. Tel: 
0181-992 3132. 


Disabled accountant works from home 
and prepares accounts for self-employed 
people and small businesses for taxation 
purposes. Can obain tax rebates if appli- 

cable. Fees reasonable. 


Consultations are free. 
Tel: 01279 415 664 


Keith Sumner @ 
Building Services 
Specialising in * Alterations & adaptations for 
disabled people * Wheel in showers, ramps, 
extensions etc. For more information or a free 
quotation call 0161 794 4208. 


Motor insurance 


The “Access” Policy 


A unique contract specially 
designed for owners of vehicles 
converted to carry wheelchair 
passengers. 
Substantial premium savings — 
up to 30% possible. 

For a quote please contact 
CHARD INSURANCE 
SERVICES (REGISSTERED 
BROKERS), 15 HOLYROOD 
STREET, CHARD TA20 2AH. 
01460 61373/62148 


erchairg 
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MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


New and Nearly New, Electric 
Wheelchairs, 3 and 4 wheel 
Scooters, Lift/Rec Chairs, 


Beds, etc. 
All models wanted and for sale. 


The right one to suit your needs. 
Ring Free anytime 
0500 357 496 
or 0121 353 7975 


All major credit cards accepted 


Free advice, 
delivery, 
collection, all 
areas covered. 
Fully guaranteed. 


FOR ALL YOUR CHAIR NEEDS: 


Power, Manual, Lightweight, New, Used, 
All Sizes and suitable for all Ages. Also 
Stairlifts, car conversions and 
many other products. 


Advice from Professional 


Disabled People S(GBL) 


Ce always available. 
GBL Wheelchair Services Ltd 


Brentford. Tel: 0181 569 8955 Fax: 0181 560 5380 
Littlehampton. Tel: 01903 733528 Fax: 01903 733530 
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University of Leeds 
School of Sociology and Social Policy 


Diploma/MA in 
Disability Studies 


This unique and popular programme of study gives students the opportunity to 
work for either a Post Graduate Diploma in Disability Studies or the Degree of 
Master of Arts (MA) in Disability Studies. 

The Scheme can be taken on a full or part time basis and is designed for people 
working in or planning a career in the general area of disability. 

Candidates will normally have a first degree or equivalent professional 
qualification, but relevant experience will be taken into account where 
appropriate. 

For further details please contact: 

Debbie Westmoreland or Dr Colin Barnes at the University of Leeds, 
Leeds, LS2 9JT 

Telephone: (0113) 2334408 or (0113) 2334414 


ACCESS TO PLAYWORK PROJECT 
1 YEAR TRAINING PROGRAMME 


Programme open to disabled people, 18+ wanting to work with children, includes theory 
and placement practice. 
Based in Islington — starts December '96. 
Contacts for more information: 


LONDON NATIONAL CENTRE FOR PLAYWORK EDUCATION 
Telephone: 0171 457 5824 — Paul 
ISLINGTON PLAY TRAINING UNIT 
Telephone 0171 457 5594 — Sue 
Address: BLOCK D, BARNSBURY PARK COMPLEX, 
BARNSBURY PARK, LONDON N1 1QG 


NORTHERN JUNIOR PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 


ANNUAL RESIDENTIAL COURSE 
Course Fee — £250 
Venue — New College, Durham, Neville’s Cross Centre 
Course Dates — 20 July-1 August 
Concerts — Durham Cathedral (29 July), Ripon Cathedral (31 July) 
Auditions in Newcastle upon Tyne during April 
Closing date for applications - 17 March 


Details from Peter Swan, Organising Secretary NJPO, Moorcroft, 
South Road, Prudhoe, Northumberland NE42 5LB 
Standard for applications — Grade 8 
Some financial assistance may be available. 

Programme includes works by Elgar, Lutoslawski and Strauss 


DisabilityNow March 1996 


West of England Coalition of Disabled People 


requires a Disabled Person for the post of 


Development Worker 


(Apt C 17.5 hours pro rata) 
The post holder will be responsible for establishing a Disabled People’s 
Community Care Forum in Bath and North East Somerset. The Forum will 
provide the mechanism of consultation with Social Services and Health. 
The project is financed through Joint Finance and runs for three years. 
We are looking for a Disabled Person who has an understanding of Dis- 
ability Equality and Community Care issues and has the skills to bring Dis- 
abled people together and support their full participation in Consultation. 
The post will be based in the Bath and North East Somerset Area. 
Closing date for applications Monday 25 March 1996. 
Interviews will be held on Thursday 4 April 1996. 
West of England Coalition of Disabled People is working towards being an 
equal opportunities employer. 
We aim to address the discrimination experienced by Disabled Women, 
Black people, Lesbians and Gay men. We welcome applications from all 
Disabled People. 


For further information and application pack contact West of England 

Coalition of Disabled People, 6 Sommerville Road, Bishopston, Bristol, 

BS7 9AA. Tel: 0117 942 0721 voice/minicom. Fax: 0117 942 0722. 
A ovice 


@ O] 


NATIONAL 
Mansfield and District DIAL is an established voluntary organisation 
operating a free, impartial and confidential service of information and advice 
for disabled people. 


Disability Rights and 
Advocacy Worker 


Salary NJC Scale 4 £11,538 - £12,861 


Do you have six months or more paid or unpaid experience in Welfare Rights 

Work? Can you communicate clearly? Do you feel able to represent and 

support others at Tribunals or in other situations? If so, then why not consider 

applying for this post. This post is part of a three year project funded by the 
National Lottery Charities Board. 


This post is only open to Disabled people. 
Further information and application forms available from 
DIAL, 1 Byron Street, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire NG18 5NX 
Telephone (01623) 658060 Minicom (01623) 25891 
Please state whether you require information in Braille, large print or on tape. 
Closing date Tuesday 2nd April 1996. Interviews Friday 19th April 1996. 
Reg. Charity No. 515979 


D ISABLED 
; NFORMATION 


LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 


COUNCIL OF DISABLED PEOPLE 
SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE 


Registered Charity number: 1028144 


Project Worker 


for Volunteer Enabler Scheme 
£11,973 (scp pts 19) per annum for 37 hour week three year contract 
funded through the National Lottery Charities Board 

We are looking for a person to recruit, support and help train volunteers to work with Dis- 
abled people who live in the South Warwickshire area. Candidates will be expected to 
have a commitment to the equal rights of Disabled people and support the independent 
living philosophy. They should be able to relate to diverse groups of people regardless of 
race, gender, impairment, economic status, age and/or sexual orientation. Good com- 
munication skills, ability to manage own workload, be numerate and literate and good 
keyboard skills essential. You must be willing and able to travel around the area and also 
to work unsocial hours for which time off in lieu will be taken. Enthusiasm is a must as 
you will have to promote the scheme to individuals and groups. Some experience of 
working with, supporting and training volunteers in some capacity would be an advan- 
tage. 

If you would like a challenging but interesting job please apply for an application form 
enclosing an A4 SAE to Project Worker — Volunteer Enabler Scheme, Council of Dis- 
abled People South Warwickshire, Royal Leamington Spa Rehabilitation Hospital, 
Heathcote Lane, Warwick, CV34 6SR. 


Deadline for completed applications 27 March 
Interviews on 4 April 1996 
CVs will not be accepted 


The Council of Disabled People believe that no person should be disadvantaged in the 
range of quality of opportunity open to them as the result of Disability, mental distress, 
learning disability, race and culture, gender, sexual orientation and/or age. 


BARKING AND DAGENHAM INDEPENDENT 
LIVING AGENCY 


wishes to appoint an 


INDEPENDENT LIVING 
ADVISOR 


Salary £18,279 inc LW (SO1 Sp29) for a 35 hour week. 


The Independent Living Agency is a new and exciting project which has been 
developed to enable disabled people the opportunity of employing and managing 
their own personal assistance. 

The post holder will promote the independent living opportunities the Agency can 
provide by offering advice, information, training, advocacy and ongoing support to 
disabled people who use a high level of personal assistance in everyday living. 
To do this, you must have a knowledge of the use of personal assistance, an 
understanding of independent living as a disability rights issue and a commitment 
to promoting choice, control and equal opportunities in all areas of your work. 
You will also work in partnership with the local voluntary sector and the care man- 


agement teams in social services. 

This post is only open to disabled people. 
Closing date: 29th March 1996. 

Interviews week commencing 8th April 1996. 


For an application form and details, please contact Mandy Hooper, Disablement 
Association of Barking and Dagenham, Pembroke Gardens, Dagenham, 
Essex RM10 7YP. Tel: 0181 592 8603 (Minicom 0181 252 5286) 


DIRECTOR 


— Disability Action In Islington 


Salary: £22,418 (APT&C PO1 and under review) 


Disability Action In Islington (DAI) invites applications 
from disabled people for the above post. 


DAI is a new organisation of disabled people in the London Bor- 
ough of Islington. With the financial support of Islington Council, 
and a membership drawn from the community, DAI will enable 
disabled people in Islington to find out about and take advan- 
tage of services and facilities to which they are entitled. It will 
support disabled people to influence the policy-making process. 
It will develop and support projects which promote advocacy 
and independent living, it will ensure that it is relevant to all dis- 
abled people in Islington, including disabled people in the black 
and ethnic minority community. 


The Director will initially support DAI’s Steering Group as it finalises 
the process of incorporation. S/he will then: 


lead the planning, co-ordination, and development of the work of 
the organisation; 


ensure that DAI has a high profile in the Borough and provides 


services which are relevant to all disabled people; 
advise the Management Committee on the preparation of a 
financial strategy which will aim to achieve a diverse funding base 
for the organisation; 
take lead responsibility for the organisation’s fund-raising 
initiatives; 
ensure that appropriate legal, financial and managerial systems 
are developed and maintained; — 
advise the Management Committee on policy development; 
represent DAI externally, and in negotiations with the Council 
and other policy-makers and service-providers. 
The Director will be accountable to the Management Committee 
of Disability Action In Islington, and will recruit and manage a 
team of volunteers and staff. 


The successful candidate will therefore have experience in set- 
ting up projects or organisations based in the community, work- 
ing with disabled people in a multi-cultural environment, and a 
detailed knowledge of the funding issues which affect commu- 
nity organisations. 

For an application pack (available in print, large-print, braille, 
computer diskette and on tape) write to: 

Disability Action In Islington 

c/o IVAC, 322 Upper Street, London N1 


or telephone 0171 226 4862 
The closing date: 31 March 1996. 
Interviews will be held on 19 April 1996. 


Brighton Health Care NHS Trust 


Putting patients’ interests first 


CLINICAL AUDIT OFFICER — DISABILITY 


Full or Part Time 
Short term contract 
£15,557-£18,201 per annum (A & C Scale 6) 


Brighton Health Care NHS Trust is working with the Royal College of Physicians 
to seek the views of disabled people about their experience of using the Trust’s 
hospitals and its services. We are seeking a Clinical Audit Officer who would 
Gndericie this audit project. You must have: 


@ excellent verbal and written communication skills 

@ experience in questionnaire design and/or interviewing 
@ research and computer skills 

Disabled applicants are actively encouraged. 


Hours are flexible, and the post is open to those wishing to work full time or part 
time. The length of contract will be determined by the number of hours worked, 
but will not exceed one year. 


For an application package, please contact: Jane Jarvis, Brighton 

Health Care NHS Trust, Personnel Department, Sussex Eye Hospi- 

foie Hee Road, Brighton, BN2 5BE. (01273 696955 extension 
6 


For an informal discussion please contact: Deborah Tomalin, Clin- 
ical Audit Co-ordinator, Telephone 01273 664740 or Mark Ren- 
shaw, Deputy Clinical Audit Co-ordinator, Telephone 01273 
696955 Extn. 4683. 


Closing date: 22nd March 1996 


Brighton Health-Care NHS Trust operates a no smoking policy 
and is striving towards equal opportunities. 
We welcome applications from job sharers. 


BOROUGH ACCESS/ 
MOBILITY OFFICER 


Salary range up to £22,400 per annum 


As part of our commitment to the disabled we have created this 
demanding and challenging post aimed at promoting and enhancing 
accessibility within the local area. 


As the person responsible for all related issues you will offer expert advice 
and guidance to the Council and to a wide range of external organisations as 
well as co-ordinate the recently formed Access Committee. Therefore you 
must be committed to meeting the needs of the disabled. Additionally an 
important part of your role will be to promote awareness and encourage 
positive responses to access issues primarily through education and training. 


Initiative and highly developed communication and negotiating skills 
together with self motivation and the ability to obtain results are essential. 


A degree or professional qualification in a relevant discipline and 
experience of working in a similar post are desirable. 


Applications from people with a disability are welcomed and job sharing will 
be considered. Assistance with relocation will be given in appropriate cases. 


For more information and an application pack please 
contact Personnel and Management Services, Bracknell 
Forest Borough Council, Easthampstead House, Town 
Square, Bracknell RG12 1AQ. Tel: (01344) 352055. 


Closing date for applications: 12 March 1996 
This is a politically restricted post. 


BRACKNELI 


Bracknell Forest Borough Council « Working for Equality. 


LANCASHIRE DISABILITY 
INFORMATION FEDERATION 


requires a 


PART TIME DEVELOPMENT WORKER 


We need someone to establish a high-quality information service for disabled people in 
the Preston area and to encourage and support disabled volunteers to become involved 
with the service. 


Salary: £7,014 (18/2 hours per week) 


FIXED TERM CONTRACT FOR ONE YEAR WITH POSSIBLE EXTENSION FOR A 
FURTHER TWO YEARS. 


Applications are invited from disabled people only. 
The successful applicant will have: 


An understanding of current disability issues 

A commitment to equal opportunities 

Experience of development work 

Good communication skills 

The ability to work flexibly, alone and as part of a team 
Good organisational skills 

[,] The ability to identify training and support needs 

LDIF is: 


* a county-wide organisation promoting disability information services provided by 
disabled people and 


x a registered charity controlled by disabled people. 

For further information contact: Sue Seabridge, LDIF, c/o NACAB, 
Mary’s House, St Mary’s Street, Preston, Lancs PR1 5LL 
Telephone: 01772 200958 

Closing date for applications: Friday, 22nd March 1996 

Interviews will be held on Thursday, 18th April 1996. 


kad. 


Kingston Association of Disabled People 


DIRECTOR 


24/25 hrs per week 
Salary: SCP 34 (pro rata) (One year initial contract) 


KADP, the umbrella organisation of disabled people in Kingston, 

ideally will recruit a dynamic disabled person to take our organisation 

forward. You will have excellent skills in leading a committed team of 

staff and volunteers, a strong commitment to the wider context of 

Independent Living and a working knowledge of current practice and 

eesbnce affecting the Disability movement both with the Statutory 
and Voluntary Sectors. 


Application forms available from: 
KADP, 53 CANBURY PARK ROAD, KINGSTON 
SURREY KT2 6LQ 
Telephone: 0181 549 8893 (voice and minicom) 
Fax: 0181 549 6358 


Information can be provided on tape or in large print on request. 
Closing date for applications: 18/3/96 
Interview date: week of 1/4/96 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR VACANCIES/COURSES 
Please contact the Advertisement Director, 
Richard Gresham, Kinglea Press Ltd, 12 Dock 
Offices, Surrey Quays Road, London SE16 2XU. 
Tel: 0171-252 1362. Fax: 0171-237 8019. 


Classified 35 


In Wiltshire County Council's Social 
Services, equal opportunities are 
not an issue, they are a working 

reality; we see your strengths, and 
seek your ability to succeed. 


To join a service where equality is 
more than a concept, you'll find our 
adverts in Community Care and 
Therapy Weekly; or in Wiltshire’s 
Job Centres and local press. 


Alternatively write to the Personnel 
Section, Social Services 
Department, Wiltshire County 
Council, County Hall, Trowbridge 
BA14 8JB. 

Tel (01225) 713914 
(24 hour answerphone) we 


Wiltshire 


COUNTY COUNCIL 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


CHALFONT LINE 
HOLIDAYS 


Require People to act as Helpers on 
its worldwide holiday programme. 
For further details please contact 
Pauline Fuller on 


0181 997 3799 


WHEELCHAIR VEHICLE. Rear entry. Low 
mile. 1.4cc. Diesel. Seats four plus. 
£5,900 ono by registered disabled person 
for quick sale. Wheelchair bed — electric 
attractive foot/head lift. Vibrator mat- 
tress, £295. Wheelchair — Vessa Vitesse 3. 
Electric right hand stick control, £250. 
Ilford, Essex area. Tel: 0181-550 9200. 


SCOOTER — DISCOVERY 4. Latest model 
with accessories. Cost £1,690. Full guar- 
antee. Never used due to death. £1,250 
ono. Tel: (01704) 873322. 


AUSTIN MINI CLUBMAN CHAIRMAN. Rear 
ramp track/clamps. Automatic. W reg. 
Ten months MOT. £250. Tel: (01483) 
233640. 


RATCLIFFE RFA 300 wheelchair lift. 
300kg. Ex standard roof transit. In full 
working order. C1984. Price £325. Tel: 
(01483) 233640. 


FIAT FIORINA. Rear access van conver- 
sion for wheelchair users plus two fold- 


ing back seats. Dark metallic blue. 


Sunroof. Radio cassette. Reg August 
1994. 14,000 miles. Full service history. 
£8,500. Tel: (01435) 812246 (East Sus- 


sex). 


JOYSTICK CONTROLLED Ford Escort 1.6] 
for sale. OK condition. E Reg. 84,000 
miles. Red. One owner. Joystick steering 
with right foot. Gas and brake with left 
foot (reversed — gas on left). Ideal for 
first time driver. £1,000 ono. Tel: (01606) 
862073. 


NIAGARA THERAPY rollassage chair. Full 
massage plus radiant heat plus compan- 
ion. Both green moquette. Good condi- 
tion. Cost £4,898. Offers around £2,000. 
Tel: 0181-641 5389. 


BEC SOVEREIGN ELECTRIC micro car. 
Excellent condition. One owner. £950 
ono. Tel: 0181-668 7127. 


1982 MINI-VAN. Converted from new for 
one wheelchair passenger. Raised roof. 
Rear fold down ramp, chair clamps and 
harness. Good visibility. MOT Septem- 
ber. 32,000 miles. £250. Tel: (01458) 
442441. 
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